
Request for Clean Water Act 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

Washington State Department of Ecology 
Phone: (360) 407-6076 or E-mail: ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov 

A. Federal Permit or License Reference Number, if known:

Department of Ecology (Ecology) Aquatics ID Number, if known:

Project Name: County

B. Project Proponent Name:

C. Documentation showing that the Pre-Filing Meeting Request was submitted at least
30 days prior to submitting this Section 401 WQC Request. Attach either of the following:

D. A completed, signed, and dated JARPA should be submitted with this form.

Did you attach a JARPA?

E. The following is a list of documents needed for Ecology’s WQC review, along with a brief explanation.
Depending on the project, additional information may be requested.

Please let us know what information you are submitting with this WQC request form.
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F. Required Certification Statements: 



  UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
     REGION 10 

  1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
     Seattle, WA 98101 

 WATER DIVISION 

 February 13, 2023 

Mr. Vince McGowan 
Water Quality Program Manager 
Washington Department of Ecology 
P.O. Box 47600,  
Olympia, WA 98504-7600       (Sent via email to: ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov) 

Re: Public Notice of Draft Permit for Joint Base Lewis-McChord MS4 Permit, NPDES Permit No. 
WAS026638 and Request for Final Clean Water Act Section 401 Certification 

Dear Mr. McGowan: 

By this letter, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 10 requests that the Washington State 
Department of Ecology (Ecology) provide Clean Water Act Section 401 certification for the draft 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit referenced above. We intend to 
initiate a public review and comment period for the draft permit during the week of February 13, 2023. 
Transmitted with this letter is a copy of the draft NPDES permit, the Fact Sheet which outlines the basis 
for the permit, and the public notice as it will appear on our website. A copy of the draft NPDES permit 
and the Fact Sheet which outlines the basis for the permit can be found at https://www.epa.gov/npdes-
permits/washington-npdes-permits.    

EPA requested a pre-filing certification meeting on June 21, 2022 and has attached documentation of 
that request. (See 40 CFR § 121.5(b)(7).) EPA requests that your certification follow the federal 
regulations governing state certification at 40 CFR §124.53(e). The regulations allow for the certifying 
authority to stipulate more stringent conditions in the permit, if the certification cites the Clean Water 
Act or State law references upon which that condition is based. The regulations also require the 
certification to include statements for each condition of the permit that can be made less stringent 
without violating the requirements of State law.  

Final action on this permit cannot be taken until your agency has granted or denied certification under 
40 CFR §124.55 or waived its right to certify. Pursuant to 40 CFR §124.53(c)(3), Ecology will be 
deemed to have waived its right to certify unless that right is exercised within 60 days of the receipt of 
the draft permit or Ecology has requested an extension (not to exceed the statutory reasonable period 
time of one year from the date of the original request for certification). 

If you have any questions on the permit, please contact Bilin Basu via email at basu.bilin@epa.gov, 
(206) 553-0029 or 1-800-424-4372 ext. 0029, or

Sincerely, 

Susan Poulsom, Section Manager 
NPDES Permitting Section 



 
 

Enclosures: (via email) Fact Sheet, Draft Permit, Public Notice  
 
cc:  Angela Zeigenfuse, Washington Department of Ecology (azei461@ecy.wa.gov) 
 Abby Stockwell, Washington Department of Ecology (abst461@ecy.wa.gov)  
 
 
 
 




