
Request for Clean Water Act  
Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

WA State Department of Ecology 
Phone: (360) 407-6076 or E-mail: ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov 

A. Identify the applicable federal license or permit:
Permit or License Number (if known): _________________
Federal Agency triggering the Water Quality Certification (WQC):
☐ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ☐ U.S. Coast Guard
☐ U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ☐ Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
☐ Other: ___________________________________

B. Project Information:

Name: _________________________________________________________ County: __________________

C. Documentation showing that the pre-filing meeting request was submitted at least 30 days prior to
submitting this Section 401 WQC Request:  ☐ Attached

D. Applicable Additional Information (Attached):

☐ Completed, signed, and dated Joint Aquatic Resources Permit Application (JARPA)
☐ Water Quality Monitoring Plan or WQ Monitoring and Protection Plan
☐ Mitigation Plan
☐ Wetland Delineation Report and ratings
☐ Copy of the federal permit or license application, including all accompanying information
☐ Suitability Determination for dredging projects with in-water disposal
☐ Dewatering Plan
☐ Revegetation/Restoration Plan
☐ Erosion and Sediment Control Plan
☐ SEPA and/or NEPA decision

E. Certification Statements:

The project proponent hereby certifies that all information contained herein is true, accurate, and complete, to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

Initial _______ 

The project proponent hereby requests that the certifying authority review and take action on this CWA 401 certification 
request within the applicable reasonable period of time.  

Initial _______ 

Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

Print Name: _____________________________________ 

Submit this CWA §401 Certification Request form along with a JARPA and supporting information to 
ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov and cc the federal permitting agency. 

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at (360) 407-6076 or email at ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov, or visit 
Accessibility & the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). For Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341. 
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J&G Gunstone Clams, Inc. 
P.O. Box 4118 

Sequim, WA 98382 
   
 
July 12 2023 
 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
PO Box 3755 
Seattle, WA 98124 
 

Reference:  KRA-Quilcene   
  NWS-2010-382 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We would like to submit a modification request at project location KRA-Quilcene, reference 
number NWS-2010-382, parcels 702251003, 702251004. The requested modification is to use a 
mechanical clam harvester, and to add frosting. 
 
We are requesting use of a mechanical clam harvester due to a continued lack of available worker 
force and a move to industry standards to stay competitive and in business. Mechanical 
harvesting would be conducted at low tide, with a machine controlled harvest, and water quality 
managed in accordance with the programmatic. 
 
We are requesting frosting (adding a thin .5 inch - 1 inch lift of pea gravel to sand/silt areas) on 
existing ACOE permitted clam beds, in small amounts (25-50 yards), every few years, in order to 
stabilize the substrate and allow for imporved clam and oyster set and survival. Frosting will be a 
regular activity and will be conducted on a need's basis due to natural conditions (rains, tides, 
storms, etc.) that impact the sand/silt buildup, yet will not exceed 1-inch of gravel per year. There 
has been a substantial increase in buildup of sand and silt due to the relocation of Indian George 
Creek and its depostion of fines on to existing private commercial shellfish beds, as well as from 
a massive landslide on Washington State Department of Natural Resources timberlands that 
adjoined timber harvest units in the upper reaches of Indian George Creek. Hundred of yards of 
soils have filled the creek bed. Sediment flooded several homes, and the creek was then relocated 
by the Jefferson County Conservation district. Indian George Creek now runs through higher 
elevation mud flats causing additional long term and continual sediment erosion and deposition 
of fines/mud on to the subject tidelands. The sediment impact varies with weather conditions that 
include rain, runoff, tidal height and wave action from storms. Existing permitted shellfish beds 
are being smothered from silt/mud deposits and shellfish will not set into said silt/mud deposits 
due to substrate drift and smothering from wave action substrate deposition that especially 
smothers small seed clams as well as mature clams and oysters when depositions exceed several 
inches. As such, we seek to add gravel to restore the project tidelands back to their natural 
conditions. 
 
We do want to note that previous documentation reported this project area as 12 acres. This is 
inaccurate, and we wish to update the project area to 0.6 acres. This is what the project area 
always has been, and remains to be. 
 
We confirm that all other operational activities (e.g. areas of cultivation) continue to remain the 
same on the project site KRA-Quilcene. We verify that the drawings include and represent the 
current information to date regarding our existing and proposed activities at this project location. 
We have included the drawings with this letter for reference.  



J&G Gunstone Clams, Inc. 
P.O. Box 4118 

Sequim, WA 98382 
   
 
Should there be a need for any additional information or should questions arise, please let us 
know and we will be happy to assist. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Reed Gunstone & Allison Cutting 
 
Applicant & Authorized Agent, 
J&G Gunstone Clams, Inc. 
 
Cell: 360.460.6998, 360.808.0772 
Email: jgclams@gmail.com, alli.cutting@gmail.com 



Up to date: December 10 2020

June 7 2023



Up to date: December 10 2020

KRA Quilcene
~0.6 acre project area
Cultivation of manila clams and Pacific Oyster
 
Permitted for hand harvest, requesting modification for 
mechanical harvest and addition of gravel at ~.5 inches over .5 acres per year



Up to date: December 10 2020
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