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5 April 1991 W.7497
U.S. Bank

Trust Department

P.O. Box 720, WWH 587

Seattle, Washington 98111-0720

Attention:  Mr. Harry Rubin

Subject: Level | Environmental Site Assessment
Sahlberg Equipment, Inc. Property
5950 4th Avenue South
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr. Rubin:

In accordance with your request, we are pleased to present this report containing our
Level | Environmental Site Assessment of the above referenced property. This
evaluation has been based on: our understanding of the local soils, hydrogeology, and
geology; our past work in the general vicinity; interviews with various governmental

agency personnel; and a visit to the site. Verbal authorization to procead with this study
was granted on 22 March 1991.

We appreciate this opportunity to be of service to you and would be pleased to discuss
the contents of this report or other aspects of the study with you at your convenience.

Respectfully submitted,
RITTENHOUSE-ZEMAN & ASSQCIATES, INC.
(A Rt

Anders F. Clin
Environmental Assessor
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LEVEL | ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT W-7497
SAHLBERG EQUIPMENT, INC. PROPERTY

5950 4TH AVENUE SOUTH

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

1.0 SUMMARY

Rittenhouse-Zeman & Associates, Inc., (RZA) has performed a Level | Environmental
Site Assessment of the subject property located in Seattle, Washington. The object of
our study was to identify indications or reports of past or current potentially
contaminating activities or situations on the subject site or in the immediate area. We
then reviewed this data to evaluate possible negative impacts on the subject site and
local environment to determine if, in our opinion, they appear to pose a threat to the local
environment. A brief summary of the results of our study is included below:

o In the course of our current site visit, we did not encounter visible indications
of severe contamination existing on the subject property.

o Drinking water supplies for the subject area are obtained from the City of
Seattle, which in turn obtains its water supplies from sources distantly located
relative to the subject site. These drinking water supplies would not be
impacted by contaminants, if present, on the subject site.

o Governmental environmental and heaith agencies have reported that they
have no knowledge of any hazardous material problems associated with the
subject site.

o Inview of:

1) Our visual survey of the property;
2) The lack of known reported hazardous material problems
associated with the subject site; _
3) The past land use history of the subject property and 'immediately
surrounding area; .
it is our opinion that the possibility of significant environmental contamination
existing on the subject site from on-or off-site sources may be considered
relatively low to moderate.
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This summary is presented for introductory purposes only and should be used in
conjunction with the full text of this report. The project description, site conditions, and
results of our assessment are presented in the text of this report.

2.0 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the subject property for reports or indications
of soil or groundwater contamination due to previous or on-going site activities and to
review the surrounding area for facilities which handle or produce substances which may
have an adverse effect upon the soil and groundwater at this site. The scope of work for
this report consisted predominantly of gathering existing available information. The
objective of the record search and the site visit was to identify potentially contaminating
activities that may have occurred on or near the site. Based on these findings, this
report presents our opinion concerning environmental conditions at the site which may

have resulted from both on-site and off-site activities. Our assessment of the parcel
included:

o  Visiting the site and vicinity to make relevant observations;

o Reviewing historical aerial photographs of the site and vicinity to evaluate
visible indications of past land use activities;

o Reviewing . available reports published by Federa!, State, and local
governmental agencies involved in environmental concerns;

o Reviewing records and historical data from the Cole Directory for Greater
Seattle and Vicinity;

o  Reviewing records and historical data from the Polk City Directory for Seattle;

o Interviewing knowledgeable governmental employees and private individuals;

o Reviewing available Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology)
records of water wells located in the general vicinity of the property;

o Evaluating a summary of the contamination incident data reported to us as a
result of this study;

o Developing an opinion of the potential that contamination may be present at
the site due to either on-site or off-site activities.
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During our visit, we visually assessed the area for the presence of underground and
above ground storage tanks, chemical storage drums, indications of groundwater and
soils contamination, transformers that might contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's),
and any other apparent hazardous or toxic substances, or waste materials. A review of
the surrounding area included attempting to locate nearby facilities such as service

stations, automobile service centers, dry cleaning establishments, and garden
shop/nurseries.

It should be understood that any parcel is vulnerable to environmental impairment from
such activities as unreported or illicit dumping or spillage of deleterious materials that
may not be readily apparent. The opinions and conclusions in this report are based on
the data reported to us, our review of readily available information, and our visual
evaluation of current site conditions. The collection of quantitative information in the

form of laboratory analyses of soil and groundwater samples was beyond the scope of
work for this type of study.

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of U.S. Bank, and its agents, for
specific application to this property in accordance with generally accepted environmental
assessment practices. No other warranty, express or implied, is made. In the event that
there are any changes on the existing site or nearby properties, the conclusions and
recommendations contained in this report should be reviewed and modified by our
office, if necessary, to reflect updated site conditions.

2.1 Current Site Description

The subject property is located at 5950 4th Avenue South, in the Duwamish industrial
area of Seattle, Washington (Section 20, Township 24 North, Range 4 East, W.M.). The
site is shown on Figure 1, the Site Vicinity Map.

This rectangular-shaped parcel measures appfoximately 409 feet along the east side of
4th Avenue South, with a depth of approximately 108 feet along the north side of South
Front Street. The subject property is presently occupied by Sahlberg Equipment, Inc., a
wholesaler/retailer of new construction heavy equipment and safety supply equipment.
There are three main buildings on the property. See Figure 2, the Site Plan, for building
locations. The northernmost building (Building 1 on Site Plan), a two story structure, was
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originally constructed sometime around the mid-1950's|with additions completed by
1970. The upper level of the building consists of a receptjon area and executive offices,
while the lower level of the building consists primarily of parts and supply concerns.

The central building, (Building 2 on Site Plan), also known as the Anderson Building, was

constructed sometime around 1940, and is a two story kfvarehouse storage facility for
safety supply equipment.

The southernmost of the main buildings (Building 3 on Site Plan) was constructed
sometime in the late 1940's to early 1950's. The upper l?vel of this two story structure

consists of service department offices. The lower level of the structure is comprised of
the service department shop.

A smaller, open, shed-like structure (Building 4 on Site Plan) is situated adjacently south

of Building 3. The shed is utilized for equipment storage and minor maintenance
purposes.

Aside from a relatively small area near the extreme southeast portion of the property, the
grounds of the property is predominantly asphalt and/or concrete paved. Two
entryways provide ingress to, and egress from, the subject property; adjoining 4th

Avenue South and South Front Street, respectively. The property is fully enclosed by a
steel chain link fence. '

According to the City of Seattle Department of Construction and Land Use (DCLU), the

subject property, as well as properties adjoining, is currently zoned for industrial
development.

3.0 RESULTS OF EVALUATION

3.1 Geology, Hydrogeology, and Soils :
The geology of the greater Puget Sound region is characterized by glacially derived
sediments, the most recent of which were deposited towar:d the end of the Vashon Stade
of the Fraser Glaciation which ended approximately 13,5 years ago. The advance of
the Vashon Glacier deepened and widened north-south rending valleys. Thick bodies

of sand, gravel, and till were deposited over much of thel. area. With the retreat of the
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glai:ier, ice-contact stratified drift was deposited over much of the area, followed by a
period of alluvial valley filing, localized peat deposition, minor erosion, and soil
development. Surficial geological maps show the subject site environs generally to be
mantled by either alluvium or artificial fil. The alluvium in the Duwamish River valley
consists primarily of sand, intermixed with lenses or interbeds of silt and clay.
Occasionally, zones of peat are encountered within the alluvial deposits, and they are
most likely associated with ancient or abandoned river channels. Much of the Duwamish

River valley has been developed using fill materials, consisting primarily of dredged
sediments made up of silts and sands.

Groundwater aquifers in the Duwamish River valley can be found in the valley floor
alluvial sediments and also in the glacially consolidated deposits beneath the alluvium.
Typically, groundwater is quite shalflow in the valley bottom. Because of its near-surface
character, the local groundwater is susceptible to contamination from surficial sources.
Due to the presence of alluvial and antificial fill deposits, the groundwater gradient may
vary locally due to zones of preferential flow, although it is assumed that groundwater
flow in the immediate subject area is generally west-northwestward, toward the
Duwamish River. [f off-site contaminants entered onto the subject property from off-site

sources, it is assumed ingress would likely be from the property's eastern and
southeastern perimeters.

Although water resource data for the Greater Puget Sound-area-show widespread
development of groundwater resources for municipal and domestic use, our review of -
published geological and groundwater literature, as well as Washington Department of
Ecology (WDOE) water well records, indicate that there are currently no major
developed groundwater resources reported in the immediate vicinity of the subject
property. Drinking water supplies are obtained from the City of Seattle's Tolt and Cedar
River watersheds in the Cascade foothills. These drinking water sources would not be
impacted by contamlnants if present, on the subject property.
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3.2 Site History/Past Activities
The land use history of the subject property was reviewed, utilizing governmental zoning
information, the Cole Directory for Greater Seattle and Vicinity, the Polk City Directory for
Seattle, along with various anecdotal information sources. We also reviewed historical

aerial photographs of the subject area for the years 1936, 1946, 1956, 1960, 1969, 1974,
1980, 1985, and 1990.

Based upon information derived from these sources, the subject site history may
generally be summarized as follows:

Historical aerial photographs show the subject property to be vacant and undeveloped in
1936.

By the early 1940's, Anderson Blowpipe & Manufacturing Company, a sheet metal
manufacturer, had established itself on the subject property at 5960 4th Avenue South.

Joseph Conradi & Company, machinists, had also established itself just south of
Anderson Blowpipe at 5972 4th Avenue South. Two single-family residences comprised
the extreme southern portion of the property at 5974 and 5978, respectively. In 1951,
the Polk City Directory for Seattle indicates that two new businesses had established
themselves on the property - Seattle Pacific Engineering and United Cleaners. at 5970
and 5976 4th Avenue, respectively. United Cleaners operated cn the site for only a year
or so, apparently reverting back to a single-family residence.

By the mid-1950's, Jack Sahiberg Equipment Company had established itself on the
property just north of Anderson Blowpipe at 5950 4th Avenue South, United Textile
Company, followed shortly thereafter by Aero Electric Company, had begun operating
on that portion of the site formerty occupied by Joseph Conradi & Company, machinists.

in 195?, the Polk City Directory indicates that Western Proéessing'Comgany had
established itself on the subject property, south of Sahlberg Equipment and Anderson
Blowpipe, at 5970 4th Avenue South. Western Processing operated on the property up
untit 1960 or 1961, whereupon the company moved to its present site in Kent. The two
single-family residences, at 5974 and 5976 4th Avenue South, were occupied by Joseph
A. Conradi and Mrs. Tillie Conradi, respectively.
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By the early to mid-1960's, Anderson Blowpipe and Western Processing were no longer
operating on the site. The two single-family residences on the extreme southern portion

of the property had been razed, leaving Sahlberg Equipment, Ing. as the sole activity on
the property, as it is presently.

There is a note of interest to be mentioned regarding Western Processing, During the
years of operation on the subject property, the nature of Western Processing's business
involved reprocessing animal byproducts and brewer's yeast. See Appendix, Seattle
Times, February 9, 1958. Subsequent to the move to its present site in Kent, the
company had expanded operations to reprocess chemical wastes, including numerous
heavy metals, electroplating solutions and sludges, pesticides/herbicides, spent acids
~ and caustic solutions, waste oils and solvents, battery mud, flue dust from secondary
smelters, aluminum slag, and galvanized skimmings, among other chemical

compounds. Western Processing has since become infamous as the major toxic waste
Superfund site in Western Washington.

3.3 Evaluation of On-Site Conditions

For this environmental assessment, we performed a site visit on 27 March 1991 under
the escort of Mr. John Sahlberg. During the course of this site visit, Mr. Sahlberg
informed us that Sahiberg Equipment, Inc. is a wholesaler/retailer of construction heavy
equipment and safety supply equipment. With respect to construction heavy equipment
machinery, Mr. Sahlberg explained that the company prepares new heavy equipment
machinery for sale and delivery. He also informed us that, aside from adding motor oil
and/or hydraulic fluid to new machinery prior to delivery, no significant maintenance or
repair activities occur on-site. We observed no evidence of petroleum product leakage
near any of the several heavy equipment pieces we observed stored on the property.

An underground heating oil storage tank (UST) presently exists in the northwest portion
of the property, beneath asphalt pavement. According to Mr. Sahiberg, this UST,
apparently 300 gallons in capacity, was associated with a former oil furnace which
heated Building 1 from 1956 up until sometime around 1970, at which time the building's
oil heating system was converted over to natural gas. Upon investigation, we found that
an undetermined amount of heating oil still remains present within the UST. See Figure
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2, the Site Plan, for UST location.

We also observed the presence of an approximately 200 gallon above ground storage
tank, situated upon concrete pavement, adjacent to the southwest portion of Building 3,
which Mr. Sahlberg informed us contains waste oil. Mr. Sahlberg further informed us
that the above ground tank is pumped out, when necessary, by Northwest
Enviroservice, Inc. Although the top side of the tank exhibited some oil residue, no
apparent indication of product leakage in the form of stained ground. surface areas was
observed in the vicinity of the tank. See Figure 2, the Site Plan, for above ground
storage tank location. See also Appendix for color photograph,

During the course of our site visit, we observed the presence of several dozen 55 gallon
storage drums situated at various locations on the southern portion of the property. See
Figure 2, the Site Plan, for storage drum locations. Most of the drums, which contained
motor oil and hydraulic fluid, were stored in an orderly fashion, upon concrete flooring,
inside the small, open shed or along the shed's outer, southern perimeter. Aside from
some minor surficial staining in the vicinity of the drums stored within the shed, no
apparent indications of severe product leakage or spillage were observed near any of
the above drums. Of more significance, however, was a group of approximately one
dozen storage drums (most of which empty) observed stored justinside the South Front
Street gate, which we were informed contain used ant-freeze and hydraulic fiuig.
Whereas the previously mentioned drums were stored upon concrete pavement, these
drums, although situated upon wooden pallets, were stored upon an area of exposed
soil. We observed some indication of product leakage and spillage, in the form of
darkened, stained soils, in the vicinity of these drums, the extent of which we were
unable to determine. See Appendix for color photograph. ‘

Aside from the above observations, the property management appears to maintain and
enforce relatively good housekeeping practices on the site. The parking and yard area,
as well as the dumpster areas, appeared relaﬁ{/ely free of litter and other debris. Human
wastes are discharged into the Metro sanitary sewer system. Surface water is collected
in sumps, which are situated at various locations of the property. We were informed that

these sumps are pumped out on a regular basis. The locations of sumps are indicated
on Figure 2, the Site Plan.
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3.4 Evaluation of Off-Site Conditions

Various local, State, and Federal sources were reviewed to identify the reported
hazardous waste sites located within a one-mile radius of the subject property, Copies
of reports compiled by State and Federal environmental agencies obtained and reviewed
include the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) report of
potential hazardous waste and Superfund sites; the EPA's Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) report of regulated generators, handlers, transporters and
disposers of hazardous substances; and the Washington State Department of Ecology

(Ecology) Site Management Information System (SMIS) list of potential and confirmed
hazardous waste sites,

The current EPA CERCLIS report lists eleven separate sites, located within a one-mile

radius of the subject property, as potential and confirmed hazardous waste sites. These
sites are:

And-All Electrochrome, Inc. 6332 6th Ave. So.
Boeing Co. - North Field Ellis Ave. So. & So. Willow St.
Chemicat Processors, Inc. 734 So. Lucille St.
Ideal Basic industries-Cement Plant 5400 W. Marginal Wy, S.W.
Inland Transportation Co., Inc. . 6737 Corson Ave. So.
North Coast Chemical Co. 6300 17th Avenue So.
Northwest Cooperage Co., Inc. 5531 Airport Wy. So.
Preservative Paint Co. ' 5410 Airport Wy. So.
Reichold Chemical-Duwarmish Waste Site 5800 W. Marginal Wy. S.W.
Seattle, City of - 1st Avenue Bridge Landfill E. Marginal Wy. So. & So.

Fidalgo St.

Seattle, Port of - Terminal 115

6020 W. Marginal Wy, S.W.



U.S. Bank ' | “ W-7497
5 April 1991 ‘ ’ Page 10

And - All Electrochrome, Inc., Boeing Co. - North field, Chemical Progessors. Inc. Inland
Transportation Co.,_Inc., Northwest Cogperage Co., Inc., Pioneer Porcelain Enamel Co,
Inc,, and Reichold Chemical - Dywamish W itg also appear on the current Ecology
SMIS list of potential and confirmed hazardous waste sites. Other Ecology sites within a
one-mile radius of the subject property include:

Bayside Disposal Co. 7201 W, Marginal Wy. S.W,
Duwamish Shipyard, Inc. 5658 W. Marginal Wy. S.W,
Great Western Chemical 6900 Fox Ave. So,
Marine Vacuum Service, Ing, 1516 So. Graham St,
MST Chemicals, Inc. 8020 W. Marginal Wy. S W,
Sammis Land Co. Site 647 So. Alaska St
VIOX Corp. ' 551 So. River Street

Marine Vacuum Service, Inc. and Pioneer Porcelain Enamel Co., Inc. have recently
undergone Site Hazard Assessment by Ecology and, based upon the Assessment
results, have been ranked for future remedial cleanup activities. Although it appears,
based upon published topographic and geologic data, that several of the above listed
EPA CERCLIS and Ecology SMIS sites (ie., And-All Electrochrome, Inc., Boeing Co. -
North Field, Island Transportation Co., Marine Vacuum Service, Inc., Pioneer Porcelain
Enamel Co., Inc., and Presentative Paint Co.) are located at positions which potentially
may be hydrologically tributary to the subject property, the relatively unpredictable
nature of near-surface groundwater in the immediately surrounding area renders it
difficult to quantify which of the above off-site sources, if any, would negatively impact
the subject property in the event of a hazardous substance release. Distance factors,

however, appear to mitigate the likelihood of negative environmental impact to the
subject property.

The u'nderground storage tank (UST) site location list published by the Hazardous Waste
Section of the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) was obtained and reviewed
for data concerning underground petroleumn product storage tanks in the site vicinity.
Leaking UST's are a potential source of environmental contamination. The current UST
list indicates that there are at least 85 separate sites with UST's that are located within a
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one-mile radius of the subject property. These locations include construction
companies, auto repair facllities, service stations and trucking companies, among other
establishments. According to Ecology, 31 of these sites appear on Ecology's current list
of facilities with reported leaking underground storage tanks. Of the 31 reported leaking
UST sites, 8 of these appear to be located at positions which potentially are
hydrologically tributary to the subject property. These sites are;

Ben's Trucks

6655 Corson Avenue So,
Boeing Co. - North Field Ellis Ave. So. & So. Willow St.
DNR - Corson Avenue 6737 Corson Ave, So,
Owl Transfer €323 6th Ave, So,
Peninsula Truck Lines 6314 7th Ave. So,
Scougall Rubber 6239 Corson Ave. So,
Seattle City Light-Georgetown 1131 So. Elizabeth St.

Shell Service Station

6200 Corson Ave. So.
Texaco Service Station

6235 Airport Wy. So.

Although near-surface groundwater movement within the general subject area is
relatively unpredictable, the relative distance of the above listed sites to the subject

property mitigates the likelihood of negative environmental impact to the subject
property. ‘

The current RCRA report lists over 130 separate locations within a one-mile radius of the
subject property that are regulated generators, transporters or storers of hazardous

substances. No environmental problems associated with any of the RCRA facilities were
reported to us.

4.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS .

Based upon the available data we have obtained for this report, and taking into account
the paét and present land use history of the subject property and immediately
surrounding area, it is our opinion that the potential for significant environmental

contamination existing on the subject property may be considered relatively low to
moderate.
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During our site visit, we encountered visible evidence of petroleum product leakage or
spillage, in the form of stained soil surface, in the vicinity of a group of 55 gallon drums
which were stored on the southeast portion of the property upon exposed soil. We also
observed the presence of a no longer utilized heating oit UST near the northwest corner
of the property, which we found upon further investigation, to still contain a significant
amount of petroleum product. While we were unable to determine whether the UST is
leaking, the quantity of still-remaining product, even after the passage of approximately
twenty years of non-use, tends to suggest that the UST may be structurally sound, and
not leaking. f product leakage has occurred, however, it is conceivable that there may

be locally confined zones of petroleum contamination of the soils immediately
surrounding the UST.

We recommend, however, that the UST be pumped empty of product, and appropriately
decommissioned, by way of either in-place abandonment or removal. If the UST is

removed, surrounding soils may be observed at that time for petroleum impact, and
remediated, if necessary.

We also feel that it would be prudent to perform a limited program of sampling and
chemical analysis of near-surface soils in the vicinity of the drums which are stored upon
expased soil. We further recommend that storage drums, empty or otherwise, no longer
be stored on that portion of the site, but only upon concrete or asphalt-paved surfaces.
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We appreciate the opportunity to present this Level | Environmental Site Assessment.
~ We are available for any additional studies should you so desire. If you have any.

questions concerning the findings and conclusions contained within this report, please
feel free to call at your earliest convenience.

Respectfully submitted,
RITTENHOUSE-ZEMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Anders F. Olin

Environmental Assessor

Daryl 2 Petrarca

Environmental Site Assessments Manager
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APPENDIX B
SEATTLE TIMES ARTICLE, FEBRUARY 9, 1958



“alix .V?a!vot..n .brawery. employe, cqupled
hoes io tap ipent.-yesit slorege :anh.

Spent Brewer's Y

RATKS Bave siocsier coala” ind bestricak i
+ jucter- becavee -of - the« Ingenulty —ol-a. Dulch... liquid stata” says .Nisuwwchuis.. "W pump this

candymaker and s Seatte engineer, solution Iofo an instantanaouas dryee fired to 2,000

e ]

L.

.e .

. G 'Clarv Harrijon chocted the level of the
_liquid yeest in one of the 1eceiving fanks,

east Increases Luster of Mink Stoles

A3 mathod beglng with the spent yeart I 8 Developing and manaplig & candiedfrult plaat
In 1953 Garmr's brventive Rature sought an

The Westera Procesung Co., 5972 Fourth Av. ~ degrees Fahrenbeit The soggy masm hits s rapidly
I, was ]TM'brOn.rmt ¥ Nisuwenhuls, Nether-
ands-tralned food technologlst, and C. Clary llarmi-

son, University of Washingion enginecring gradusate.

cdisk; and poof—it's - flog, dry powdar.”

Tha[firra converts spent brewer's yeut, recov- < additive or for pharmaceu

*red as & by-product of a Scattle brewery, Into bru_v-

sdded pounds of peime

A large qusniity of natural gas is burned

“in the pioceis” of convarting pant yoast, "

e

oute "

,let in America.  Harrison, formaerly chief enginaer
..t a Seattle stoel-construction company, aad Nieweg.

The Vitamin B complex and peoteln compotlition ~ “Nuls” conceived the process logather,
of brewer's dried yeast make It valuable as & feed

more tender, fur-earing animaly
Photes by Peter

s dried yeast—an Ingredlent of stock food
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We ‘madé them -
for you from our
own Caramel /418

Candy. recipe!
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o large inverted cone at right is a drying chomber where the spent
st's meisture is evaporated instantanaously, The silky powdar re-” |-
ining then js blo .

wa into loaders, at left, and sacked for shipment,

, i
i Some s sonmn ntrreaan K opven,
... For sundaes, for baking, .

* for frostinga cake, ~~
For candy, for topping,
for making a shake!

- P LY

Tare loz the firat tima b trus caramal,
rondy to pour Hght from the jar. Two
favors — Vanills Carame| and Choco-
late Caramal. Now you can make the
mact lusclious caraimnel deaserts enssly
~«and they U turn out triumpba every
tima, Like this glorious pie:
CARAMEL PECAN PIE: Pue | by
Kraft Caramal Sauce (silher davor) aad
Y4 cup Parkay Margurine in 0p of double
boiler, Heat, siuring frequently, ust)
blanded. Comtabine ¥ cup sugnr, b tap. *
salt, }y Up. Failla, 2 alighlly beales egrn.
Gradually sid Caramel Ssuce musture,
mis wull. Add 1 cup peces balvan. Foyr o
N inle  uabahad pastry abedl. Made 18

s, at 4007, retuce to 130° for 20 mua,
1 Wrigs Xraft Carnmal Sauces, Uing sppears soft while hot, becornas
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