
Welcome to our 
online meeting

We will start our presentation shortly.
No sound? We will unmute soon for sound checks.

Connect Audio

Enter YOUR phone #

• Call US Toll: +1-415-655-0001 
• Enter Webex-generated code 133 273 0112 followed by “#”

Best Option: Use computer for audio

If computer audio does NOT work…

If calling your phone does NOT work…

If selecting “Call in:”

1Tip       Try your computer audio first.

Join Meeting2

C

B

A

Join

Audio

Participate

Question? Chat with us.

Turn on Chat box
and Participant list 
at the bottom right 
side of your screen.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian
Sound checks and pre-meeting audience support (with 2nd Ecology facilitator)




Chlor-Alkali Area of the Georgia-Pacific West Site
Public Meeting:  Draft Cleanup Action Plan
July 14, 2021
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian
Welcome audience to meeting about draft Cleanup Action Plan for the Chlor-Alkali Area of the Georgia-Pacific West site



Participation in Online Public Meeting
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Facilitators will read your typed questions

Our presentation team will either:
1. Answer your questions throughout the presentation.

--OR--
2. Collect your questions for the Q/A session at the end.

You can ask questions
via the chat function

Ian Fawley Kelsey Ketcheson

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian
How to participate and how Q/A and chats will go:
Questions and comments in the chat box are NOT formal comments. 
At the end of the presentation we will cover how you can submit a formal comment and receive a formal response from Ecology.
Introduce Kelsey as facilitation support




Presentation Outline
• Welcome and Introductions 

• Cleanup Process and Public Participation

• Site Overview

• Site History

• Areas of Contamination

• Selected Cleanup Action

• Sequenced Projects

• Next Steps

• How to Comment

• Questions/Answers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian
Presentation outline



Meet Your Presenters
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John Guenther
Site Manager

Brian Gouran
Director of Environmental and Planning Services 

Steve Germiat
Principal Hydrogeologist

Ian Fawley
Outreach Specialist

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian (with team)
Ian introduces speakers (top to bottom) and encourages everyone to unmute and turn on their cameras when you say hello
Presenting Reminder for Audience: 
Bandwidth permitting, whomever is presenting may try to turn on our cameras. Just know we’re here if you don’t hear or see us!



Washington’s Formal Cleanup Process
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We are here

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian
The Model Toxics Control Act (or MTCA) directs the formal cleanup process that you see here.
MTCA is WA’s environmental cleanup law. 
The Port has already made significant progress in the cleanup process for the Georgia-Pacific West site. In 2018 the Port finished the Feasibility Study for the Chlor-Alkali Area and now we are ready for the Cleanup Action Plan public review.
As you can see by the orange comment bubbles, public participation is built-into this process with required comment periods for key steps – hence our meeting tonight on the draft Cleanup Action Plan.




Public Participation

Ecology has 3 documents for public review 
and comment through August 4, 2021:
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1. Draft Cleanup Action Plan

2. Agreed Order Amendment (legal agreement)

3. State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Determination 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Animation Note: bullet points appear on click]

Ian
Ecology has 3 documents ready for public review and comment:
Draft Cleanup Action Plan – the focus of today’s public meeting
Agreed Order Amendment – a legal agreement amendment, which is a new schedule of deliverables for sequencing the design
SEPA Determination – this includes an environmental checklist and determination of non-significance – meaning the work is not likely to harm the environment.
For this presentation, we will focus mostly on the details of the Cleanup Action Plan and discuss the design sequencing.

…I’ll hand it over to John next to describe the site.

>>>Transition to John>>>




Waterfront and GP West MTCA Site
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
John
Waterfront and GP West MTCA Site



GP West Cleanup Milestones
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• 2012: Bunker C Area Interim Action

• 2013: RI Report Establishes Two 
Remedial Action Units:
• Pulp & Tissue RAU
• Chlor-Alkali RAU

• 2014: 1st Chlor-Alkali RAU Interim Action

• 2014: Pulp & Tissue RAU FS

• 2016: Pulp & Tissue RAU Final Cleanup

• 2017: 2nd Chlor-Alkali RAU Interim Action

• 2018: Chlor-Alkali RAU FS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
John
GP West Cleanup milestones

>>>Transition to Brian>>>




Site History
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• GP West Site (74 acres):
• Ancestral homelands of the Coast 

Salish Peoples from time immemorial, 
including the Lummi Nation and 
Nooksack Tribe. 

• 1926-2007:  Pulp and Tissue Mill Area 
(38 acres)

• 1965-1999:  Chlor-Alkali Area/Chlorine 
plant (36 acres)
• Made chlorine gas and sodium 

hydroxide (caustic) for use in pulp 
mill

• Used mercury-cell electrolysis 
process

• Electrolytic cell include large 
quantity of liquid mercury

• 2005:  Port purchased GP West 
properties

GP West Site, Chlor-Alkali Area facing northwest, 1969.

GP West Site, Chlor-Alkali Area facing southeast, June 2006.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brian
Site History

>>>Transition to Steve>>>




Areas of Contamination
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Chlorine
Plant

Chemfix

Elemental 
Hg NAPL

Hg = Mercury

NAPL = Non-Aqueous Phase Liquid

Pulp and Tissue Mill Area
Cleanup Completed in 2016

Caustic pH &
Hg Plume

Laurel St. Pipe Rack: 
Hg Soils and GW

Misc Metals in 
Groundwater

Chemfix (1977): 
Capped, Chemically 
Stabilized Hg Sludge

Dissolved Hg Plume

Wastewater Basin: 
Hg Soils

Stormwater Swale: 
Hg Soils

Hydrocarbons 
(cPAHs) in Soils

Million Gallon Tanks: 
Petroleum in Soils + 
PAH Plume

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Animation note: one element comes in per click]

Steve Germiat
Areas of Contamination

>>>Transition to John >>>




Selected Cleanup Action ($18.4 M estimated cost)

12

Contingency PRBs 
(In Situ GW Treatment)

ISS = In Situ Stabilization/Solidification

PRB = Permeable Reactive Barrier

Groundwater 
MNA (pH + Hg)

In Situ Neutralization of 
Caustic Core (PRBs)

Chlorine Plant: 
1) TPH Soil Removal
2) ISS with pilings removal

Groundwater
MNA (PAHs, Metals)

Hg Soil
Removal

Impervious 
Capping of Soils 
(multiple areas)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Animation note: one element comes in per click]

John
Cleanup Action Plan



Sequenced Projects
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A. Soil removal, 
consolidation, and 
capping

B. Groundwater 
treatment

C. Soil removal and 
in-place treatment

D. Site-wide capping of 
multiple locations 
(following 
completion of other 
planned cleanup 
actions)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
John
Agreed Order Amendment and sequencing



Next Steps
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• Public Comment Period for Draft Cleanup Action Plan, Agreed 
Order Amendment, SEPA Determination 

• 30-day public comment period: July 6 – August 4, 2021

• Ecology responses to comments

• Ecology finalizes Cleanup Action Plan

• Split Cleanup into 4 Sequenced Projects 

• Cleanup Design & Permitting, 2021-2024

• Cleanup Construction, 2023-2025

• Long Term Monitoring, 2025 and beyond

Presenter
Presentation Notes
John
Next steps

>>>Transition to Ian>>>



Comment Online
www.bit.ly/Ecology-GPWest-Comments2021
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How to 
Comment

Contact Site Manager
John Guenther– Site Manager
913 Squalicum Way, Unit 101
Bellingham, WA 98225
John.Guenther@ecy.wa.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian
How to comment
Comment Online via Ecology’s online comment form (referred to as “eComments”)
Email/Mail John, Ecology’s Site Manager

http://www.bit.ly/Ecology-GPWest-Comments2021
mailto:John.Guenther@ecy.wa.gov


Questions?

16

Facilitators will read 
your typed questions

You can ask questions
via the chat function

Ian Fawley Kelsey Ketcheson

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian (with team)
Read and facilitate remaining questions
If attendee needs to speak a question, we can unmute/mute attendees one at a time. 
i.e. Call-in only attendees can be unmuted and given opportunity to speak after chat questions are finished




Thank you
John.Guenther@ecy.wa.gov
360-255-4381

Ian.Fawley@ecy.wa.gov
425-324-5901
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Reminder: 
A digital PDF of this presentation will 
be available on Ecology’s webpage:  
www.bit.ly/Ecology-GPWest

Presentation Icons: www.thenounproject.com and Ecology-created.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian closes

mailto:John.Guenther@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Ian.Fawley@ecy.wa.gov
http://www.bit.ly/Ecology-GPWest
http://www.thenounproject.com/
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