
BNSF Railway Skykomish 2022 Cleanup Update
Skykomish Town Council Meeting
April 11, 2022
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
IanHello and thank you for allowing Tanner and I to join the Town Council meeting



Meet Your Ecology Presenters
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Tanner Bushnell
Site Manager

Ian Fawley
Outreach Specialist

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian and TannerIan introduces himself and passes it over to TannerFor folks familiar with our predecessors, I’m supporting the community outreach after Brad Petrovich’s departure, and Tanner is our site manager after the retirements of Brian Sato and most recently Ron Timms.



2022 Cleanup Update
• Welcome and Introductions 

• Cleanup Process & Current Status

• Cleanup Updates
• Skykomish School

• HCC (Hydraulic Control and Containment) 
System

• Pilot Study

• Next steps

• Questions/Answers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
IanPresentation Outline:Welcome and Introductions (Ian, Tanner)Cleanup Process  & Current Status (Ian)Cleanup Updates – school, HCC, Pilot Study (Tanner)Next Steps (Ian)Questions/Answers (Ian facilitates with Town staff)



Washington’s Formal Cleanup Process
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We are here

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IanThe Model Toxics Control Act (or MTCA) directs the formal cleanup process that you see here.MTCA is WA’s environmental cleanup law. More than almost any cleanup, the Skykomish community knows this cleanup process and MTCA at an incredibly PERSONAL level. Saying it’s been a disruptive process does NOT even do the words justice. And I have only been able to see that through my Ecology teammates over the years, so I commend you all for the progress you’ve made!So to highlight where we are now, is HUGE accomplishment for many people.In our brief presentation today, we will highlight the recent cleanup and the project’s next steps.>>>Transition to Tanner>>>



Skykomish School
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Hot water flushing system 
well installation, 2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TannerHot water flushing systemInjection (south side) and extraction wells (north side)Treated contaminated water and then released into stormwater treatment system2018 Ecology approved the removal of the hot water flushing systemMonitoringIndoor air monitoring during flushing and through 2020Groundwater monitoring continues today as required in the Long Term Monitoring Plan.
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Installation of HCC
treatment gate system, 2008

HCC System construction
on Railroad Avenue, 2008

Hydraulic Control and Containment (HCC) System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TannerHydraulic Control and Containment (or HCC) SystemInvestigations found the source of the contamination was the railyard So the HCC barrier wall was constructed along the north side of railyard to capture and remove as much impacted groundwater as possible, and contain the impacts to the railyard.



7

Hydraulic Control and Containment (HCC) System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TannerHydraulic Control and Containment (or HCC) System continued…4 flow-through treatment gates that contain oil-water separators and a mixture of activated carbon and pea gravel filters.9 groundwater extraction wells connected to water treatment system.
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“Passive” features
• Barrier wall
• 4 flow-through gates 

filled with carbon/pea 
gravel

“Active” features
• 9 extraction wells that 

pump groundwater to 
water treatment 
system

Pilot Study
• Ecology approved 

January 2019
• Extended from 12-

months to 24-months 
to gather more data

Pilot Study data available to date indicates passive operation
of the barrier wall has met site cleanup standards. 

Hydraulic Control and Containment (HCC) System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tanner“Active” features9 extraction wells that pump groundwater to water treatment systemThe HCC System was designed to provide the flexibility to allow incremental shutdowns of portions of the system (i.e. the active pumps) as the remediation progresses.“Passive” featuresBarrier wall that contains petroleum contamination to railyard4 flow-through gates with oil-water separators and a carbon/pea gravel filtersPilot StudyEcology approved in 2019 (BNSF proposed in 2018)Included passive components + LNAPL skimmersPumps turned on for 4 hours every 2 months to ensure ease of restartEcology extended Pilot Study to gather more data over various seasons and conditions to increase the sample size of the dataData to date indicates the passive operation has met cleanup standards>>>Transition to Ian>>>



Estimated Next Steps

Spring 2022
• Analyze additional Pilot Study 

results 
• Consider legal agreement 

amendment for more Pilot 
Studies and/or “passive” HCC 
System operation only

*Summer 2022?
• Comment Period on 

legal agreement 
amendment 

*Later 2022?
• Finalize legal 

agreement 
amendment 
after public 
review and 
comment
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*Pending Ecology’s decision on
Pilot Studies & HCC System operations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian with TannerSpring:  Analyze, evaluate, and considerSummer: Comment period?If Ecology chooses to do additional Pilot Studies or allow the HCC System to function passively, based on the study results – we will hold a public comment period on the legal agreement amendment (Consent Decree)The potential comment period would likely be this summer with the legal document finalized after public comments sometime later in the year.Later 2022:  Finalize Consent DecreeFinalizes the next steps of future studies and/or passive system operation



Thank you
Tanner.Bushnell@ecy.wa.gov
425-691-0571

Ian.Fawley@ecy.wa.gov
425-324-5901
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Reminder: 
A digital PDF of this presentation will 
be available on Ecology’s webpage:  
www.bit.ly/Ecology-BNSFSkykomish

Presentation Icons: www.thenounproject.com and Ecology-created.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ian and TannerQ/AThank you and reminder of presentation PDF on webpage

mailto:Tanner.Bushnell@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Ian.Fawley@ecy.wa.gov
http://www.bit.ly/Ecology-BNSFSkykomish
http://www.thenounproject.com/
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