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September 26, 2008

Mark Edens
Molly Morris
NW Regional Office
Washington Department of Ecology

Dear Mark and Molly:

Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition (DRCC) appreciates the opportunity
to review the Agreed Order, Scope of Work and Public Participation Plan
for the investigation and cleanup of North Boeing Field and the
Georgetown Steam Plant. This letter addresses our comments on both
the Order and the Public Participation Plan.

1. DRCC understands that the Agreed Order has already been
signed by the agency and the receiving parties. At the Public
Meeting on September 18, 2008, Ecology stated that it would not
re-open the Order to make changes based on public comment
unless the change were substantial. DRCC would hope that
Ecology would not routinely issue such Agreed Orders prior to
public comment, as its own responses at the Public Meeting
indicate that the agency is less responsive to public comments
when such Orders have already been signed. The public is not
well served in such a process. As a result of Ecology’s
statements, DRCC is limiting its own comments on the Order,
since we do not expect the agency to revise the Order in
response to public comments and are scaling back our effort
accordingly.

2. The Public Participation (P2) Plan for the site cleanup does not
provide for an equitable level of involvement for the community
as compared to the Lower Duwamish River (LDW) early action
areas and riverwide cleanup, to which this cleanup action is
related, despite a high level of public interest and concern with
this site and how it affects the local community and the LDW Slip
4 cleanup.

The P2 Plan should include a detailed description of how the
community and other stakeholders will be involved in reviewing
the “building blocks” of the investigation and cleanup plan,
including sampling plans, source control evaluations, risk
assessments if applicable, and early drafts of the RI/FS. The
“enhanced” public participation plans for the Slip 4 and T-117
sites can provide a template for the North Boeing Field/
Georgetown Steam Plant site. DRCC understands that given that
the Order has already been signed, this portion of the P2 Plan
will likely have to be in the form of a separate written agreement.

3. The P2 Plan provides a detailed description of the South Park
community, across the river from the North Boeing
Field/Georgetown Steam Plant site, but very little information
about the Georgetown community bordering the site. The
Georgetown community description should be at least equivalent
to the South Park description, including the industrial and
residential history of the community; key community amenities;
and neighborhood demographics.



4. Please provide data on the concentrations of PCBs in caulk that has been removed from the site.

5. Please clarify that the location of the wheel wash will be inside the gates of the Boeing facility, rather than
in the public streets/rights of way.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Agreed Order and Public Participation Plan. Please let us know if you
have any questions about the comments provided above.

Sincerely,

BJ Cummings

BJ Cummings
Coordinator
Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition













Response to Gary Lichtenstein’s comment at the North Boeing Field/Georgetown Steam Plant RI/FS 
public meeting. 
 
Mr. Lichtenstein, 
 
Thank you for your comment at the public meeting for the North Boeing Field/Georgetown Steam Plant 
RI/FS Agreed Order.  You stated that you were advocating for enhanced public participation to the point 
of engaging a professional facilitation for public meetings and process.  Ecology will provide enhanced 
public involvement consistent with what the EPA does for the Lower Duwamish Waterway 
Superfund site.  Ecology’s level of public involvement outlined in our Public Participation Plan is 
comparable to EPA’s, but set up in a more general format.  Ecology’s goal is to accommodate 
the community’s interest in investigations and cleanups in the Lower Duwamish. Ecology is 
committed to working with community representatives and stakeholder groups and to 
providing for document reviews and access to site managers.  

With the current state budget shortfall, it is unknown if sufficient funds will be available to hire 
additional staff or private consultants to assist with public meetings and process. Ecology will 
be providing additional resources for public involvement as funds become available. 

We appreciate your comment. If you have any questions regarding this response to your 
comment, please contact me by email or call me at 425-649-7070.   

Mark Edens 

NWRO Toxics Cleanup Program 
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