
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Northwest Region Office 

PO Box 330316, Shoreline, WA 98133-9716 • 206-594-0000 
 

 
November 29, 2022 
 
 
 
Holly Cordova 
Regional Legal Counsel, Western Region 
Century Communities of Washington, LLC 
4695 MacArthur Court, Suite 300 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
 
Re: Final Determination of Liability for Release of Hazardous Substances at the 

following Contaminated Site: 
 

• Site Name: GO EAST CORP LANDFILL 
• Site Address: 4330 108TH STREET SE, EVERETT, WA 
• Cleanup Site ID: 4294 
• Facility/Site ID: 2708 
• County Assessor’s Parcel Number: 280521-004-002-00 (NW/4 of SE/4, Section 21, 

Township 28 North, Range 5 East, Willamette Meridian) 
 
Dear Ms. Cordova: 
 
On November 11, 2022, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) sent you written notice of our 
preliminary determination that Century Communities of Washington, LLC is a potentially liable 
person (PLP) for a release of hazardous substances at the former Go East Corp Landfill facility 
(Site). On November 22, 2022, Ecology received your written notice accepting your status as a 
PLP for the Site and waiving your opportunity to comment.  
 
Based on available information, Ecology finds that credible evidence exists that Century 
Communities of Washington, LLC is liable for a release of hazardous substances at the Site. On 
the basis of this finding, Ecology has determined that Century Communities of Washington, LLC 
is a PLP with regard to the Site.  
 
The purpose of the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) is to identify, investigate, and cleanup 
facilities where hazardous substances have been released. Liability for environmental 
contamination under MTCA is strict, joint and several (RCW 70A.305.040(2)). Ecology ensures 
that contaminated sites are investigated and cleaned up to the standards set forth in the MTCA 
statue and regulations. Ecology has determined that it is in the public interest for remedial 
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actions to take place at this Site. Ecology will contact you regarding the actions necessary for the 
Century Communities of Washington, LLC to bring about the prompt and thorough cleanup of 
hazardous substances at this Site. Failure to cooperate with Ecology or comply with MTCA in 
this matter will result in Ecology employing enforcement tools as it deems necessary and 
appropriate. This includes, but is not limited to, the issuance of an administrative order. Failure 
to comply with such an order may result in a fine of up to $25,000 per day and liability for up to 
three times the costs incurred by the state (RCW 70A.305.050(1)).  
 
Your rights and responsibilities as a PLP are outlined in Chapter 70A.305 RCW, and Chapters 
173-340 and 173-204 WAC. Ecology's cleanup project manager for the Site, Alan Noell, will 
contact you with information about how Ecology intends to proceed with the cleanup.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact Alan Noell at 425-213-4803 or 
alan.noell@ecy.wa.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Steven Williams 
Section Manager 
Solid Waste Management Program, Northwest Region 
 
By certified mail: 9171 9690 0935 0233 1870 49 
 
Enclosures (3)  

1. Preliminary Determination of Liability for Release of Hazardous Substances at the 
Go East Corp. Landfill, Ecology, November 15, 2022. 

2. Potentially Liable Person Waiver Form, Century Communities of Washington, LLC, 
November 22, 2022. 

3. Final Determination of P&GE, LLC’s Liability for Release of Hazardous Substances 
at the Go East Corp Landfill Site, Ecology, January 29, 2020. 

 
cc: Stacia Bloom, Century Communities of Washington, LLC 

Jeff Hutchison, Snohomish Health District 
Jon Thompson, Office of the Attorney General 
Ecology Site File 
 

 
 



 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Northwest Region Office 

PO Box 330316, Shoreline, WA 98133-9716 • 206-594-0000 
 

 
November 15, 2022 
 
Holly Cordova 
Regional Legal Counsel, Western Region 
Century Communities of Washington, LLC 
4695 MacArthur Court, Suite 300 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
 
Re: Preliminary Determination of Liability for Release of Hazardous Substances at the 

following Contaminated Site: 
 

• Site Name: GO EAST CORP LANDFILL 
• Site Address: 4330 108TH STREET SE, EVERETT, WA 
• Cleanup Site ID: 4294 
• Facility/Site ID: 2708 
• County Assessor’s Parcel Number: 280521-004-002-00 (NW/4 of SE/4, Section 21, 

Township 28 North, Range 5 East, Willamette Meridian) 
 
Dear Ms. Cordova: 
 
Based on credible evidence, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) is proposing to find Century 
Communities of Washington, LLC liable under the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA), Chapter 
70A.305 RCW, as the current owner or operator of the Go East Corp Landfill Site (Site), a 
facility where hazardous substances have been released and for which a final cleanup action 
remains to be selected and implemented. Any person whom Ecology finds, based on credible 
evidence, to be liable is known under MTCA as a “potentially liable person” or “PLP.”  
 
This letter identifies the basis for Ecology’s proposed finding and your opportunity to respond to 
that finding. This letter also describes the scope of your potential liability and next steps in the 
cleanup process at the Site.  
 
Proposed Finding of Liability 
 
Ecology is proposing to find Century Communities of Washington, LLC liable under RCW 
70A.305.040 as current owner or operator of the Site. This proposed finding is based on the 
following evidence: 
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1. The Site is defined by the extent of releases or threatened releases of hazardous 
substances from a landfill at which solid wastes were disposed from approximately 
1972 to 1983. The landfill is located in a ravine area in the north-central portion of 
Snohomish County Parcel 280521-004-002-00. Century Communities of Washington, 
LLC is the current owner.  
 

2. Go East Corporation purchased the 40.9-acre property from Rekoway, Inc. on 
February 1, 1980 (Snohomish County Recording No. 8002010259). Rekoway, Inc. 
had been operating a solid waste landfill on the property since approximately 1972. 
Go East Corporation accepted and actively managed solid waste at the landfill 
facility. Go East Corporation stopped accepting waste in the summer of 1983. 

 
3. P&GE, LLC (P&GE) purchased the property on which the landfill is located from 

Go East Corporation on May 15, 2009 (Snohomish County Recording No. 
200905210263, May 15, 2009).  

 
4. Ecology submitted a Preliminary PLP Status Letter to PG&E on December 23, 2019 

and a Final PLP Status Letter to P&GE on January 29, 2020. The Proposed Findings 
of Liability cited in the Preliminary PLP Status Letter are incorporated by reference. 

 
5. P&GE and Ecology negotiated a Draft Agreed Order, dated April 24, 2020. The Draft 

Agreed Order required P&GE to implement an interim action concurrent with the 
implementation of the Go East Landfill Closure Plan, which was authorized by 
Snohomish Health District in Solid Waste Facility Permit No. SW-027. The Draft 
Agreed Order includes an Interim Action Work Plan, which prescribed a confirmation 
soil sampling program and interim action levels to complement the landfill closure 
activities. The Draft Agreed Order requires P&GE to prepare a Remedial 
Investigation Work Plan, to perform a remedial investigation, and to prepare a 
Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study Report and a Preliminary Draft Cleanup 
Action Plan. 

 
6. Ecology held a public comment period for the Draft Agreed Order, Draft Interim 

Action Work Plan, and Draft Public Participation Plan from May 8 to June 28, 2020, 
and hosted an online public meeting on June 18, 2020 to present and discuss the Draft 
Agreed Order and Draft Interim Action Work Plan. Ecology prepared a 
Responsiveness Summary Report, dated January 2021, to address the 76 comments 
received during the public comment period. 
 

7. P&GE entered into Agreed Order No. DE 18121 with Ecology on January 29, 2021. 
The Agreed Order includes revisions pursuant to the Responsiveness Summary 
Report.  

 
8. P&GE performed landfill closure activities pursuant to the Go East Landfill Closure 

Plan (revised March 10, 2020) and Solid Waste Facility Permit No. SW-027 from 
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March 2021 to June 2022. The landfill closure activities are documented in the 
Construction Quality Assurance Report for Go East Landfill, dated July 1, 2022.  

 
9. P&GE submitted the Interim Action Completion Report on November 23, 2021. 

P&GE submitted the Northeast Slope Reconnaissance and Observations 
Memorandum on April 7, 2022, which is a supplemental interim action completion 
report. Ecology understands a supplemental interim action completion report is 
forthcoming for confirmation soil sampling that was performed on August 3, 2022 
near the planned neighborhood cul-de-sac where potentially contaminated stormwater 
was staged. No other interim action completion reports are anticipated. 

 
10. P&GE prepared a Remedial Investigation Work Plan on June 30, 2021. The work 

plan describes the background, environmental setting, and previous investigations at 
the Site. The work plan develops a preliminary conceptual site model, identifies data 
gaps, and prescribes a sampling program for groundwater, surface water, and 
sediment. The groundwater and surface water sampling activities were completed in 
September 2022 and the sediment sampling activities were completed on October 27, 
2022. The remedial investigation sampling activities have confirmed a release of 
hazardous substances from the landfill. Several metal and polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbon compounds have been detected in groundwater and surface water 
beneath and beyond the landfill at concentrations above the preliminary cleanup 
levels. Several metal, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon, and pesticide compounds 
have been detected in sediment downstream of the landfill at concentrations above the 
preliminary cleanup levels.  

 
11. Century Communities of Washington, LLC purchased Snohomish County Parcel 

280521-004-002-00, on which the landfill is located, from P&GE on May 24, 2022 
(Snohomish County Recording Nos. 202205247006, May 24, 2022 and 
202205240020, May 24, 2022).  

 
12. Snohomish Health District renewed Solid Waste Facility Permit No. SW-027 for 

permittee P&GE, effective from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023. The permit requires 
the permittee to complete remedial action activities in accordance with WAC 173-
350-900, WAC 173-340, and Agreed Order No. DE 18121 between P&GE and 
Ecology. The permit requires post-closure monitoring for groundwater, surface water, 
and landfill gas. The permit specifies that groundwater and surface water be sampled 
pursuant to the Remedial Investigation Work Plan (now complete) and then an 
interim sampling program, until superseded by an approved post-closure plan that 
adopts the Cleanup Action Plan. The permit specifies that landfill gas monitoring 
should be performed in accordance with the Landfill Gas Monitoring and 
Contingency Plan (March 18, 2022), which has not been incorporated into the MTCA 
cleanup action. Groundwater, surface water, and landfill gas monitoring are required 
until the landfill satisfies functional stability criteria, which includes satisfaction of 
water quality criteria.  
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Opportunity to Respond to Proposed Finding of Liability  
 
In response to Ecology’s proposed finding of liability, you may either: 
 

1. Accept your status as a PLP without admitting liability and expedite the process 
through a voluntary waiver of your right to comment. This may be accomplished by 
signing and returning the enclosed form or by sending a letter containing similar 
information to Ecology; or 

 
2. Challenge your status as a PLP by submitting written comments to Ecology within 

thirty (30) calendar days of the date you receive this letter; or 
 
3. Choose not to comment on your status as a PLP. 

 
Please submit your waiver or written comments to the following address and email: 
 

Alan Noell 
NWRO Solid Waste Management Program 
PO Box 330316, Shoreline, WA 98133-9716 
alan.noell@ecy.wa.gov 

 
After reviewing any comments submitted, or after 30 days if no response has been received, 
Ecology will make a final determination regarding your status as a PLP and provide you with 
written notice of that determination.    
 
Identification of Other Potentially Liable Persons 
 
Ecology has notified the following additional persons that they are potentially liable for the 
release of hazardous substances at the Site:  
 

1. P&GE, LLC. 
 

If you are aware of any other persons who may be liable for the release of hazardous substances 
at the Site, Ecology encourages you to provide us with their identities and the reason you believe 
they are liable. Ecology also suggests you contact these other persons to discuss how you can 
jointly work together to most efficiently clean up the Site. 
 
Responsibility and Scope of Potential Liability 
 
Ecology may either conduct or require PLPs to conduct remedial actions to investigate and clean 
up the release of hazardous substances at a site. PLPs are encouraged to initiate discussions and 
negotiations with Ecology and the Office of the Attorney General that may lead to an agreement 
on the remedial action to be conducted. 
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Each liable person is strictly liable, jointly and severally, for all remedial action costs and for all 
natural resource damages resulting from the release of hazardous substances at a site. If Ecology 
incurs remedial action costs in connection with the investigation or cleanup of real property and 
those costs are not reimbursed, then Ecology has the authority under RCW 70A.305.060 to file a 
lien against that real property to recover those costs. 
 
Next Steps in Cleanup Process 
 
In response to the release of hazardous substances at the Site, Ecology intends to conduct the 
following actions under MTCA: 
 

1. Ecology requests that Century Communities of Washington, LLC sign on as a party 
to Agreed Order No. DE 18121 to ensure that the “Work To Be Performed” under 
that agreement is completed in accordance with its “Terms and Conditions.” Agreed 
Order No. DE 18121 requires the preparation of the Remedial Investigation/ 
Feasibility Study Report and Preliminary Draft Cleanup Action Plan. The remedial 
investigation field sampling activities have been completed. The Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study Report and Preliminary Draft Cleanup Action Plan 
will propose cleanup levels, with consideration of Site-specific background 
concentrations, and select the preferred cleanup alternative. Ecology will 
subsequently prepare a Draft Cleanup Action Plan. The Remedial Investigation/ 
Feasibility Study Report and Draft Cleanup Action Plan are subject to a public 
comment period before finalization, in accordance with WAC 173-340-600.  

 
For a description of the process for cleaning up a contaminated site under MTCA, please refer to 
the enclosed fact sheet.  
 
Ecology’s policy is to work cooperatively with PLPs to accomplish the prompt and effective 
cleanup of contaminated sites. Please note that your cooperation in planning or conducting 
remedial actions at the Site is not an admission of guilt or liability.   
 
Contact Information 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter or if you would like additional information 
regarding the cleanup of contaminated sites, please contact me at 425-213-4803 or 
alan.noell@ecy.wa.gov. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

  
Alan Noell 
Cleanup Project Manager 
Solid Waste Management Program, Northwest Region 
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Enclosures (3)  

1. PLP WAIVER FORM 
2. Final Determination of P&GE, LLC’s Liability for Release of Hazardous Substances 

at the Go East Corp Landfill Site, Ecology, January 29, 2020. 
3. FOCUS: MODEL TOXICS CONTROL ACT CLEANUP REGULATION: 

PROCESS FOR CLEANUP OF HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES (#94-129) 
 
By certified mail: 9171 9690 0935 0233 1870 18 
 
cc: Stacia Bloom, Century Communities of Washington, LLC 

Jeff Hutchison, Snohomish Health District 
Jon Thompson, Office of the Attorney General 
Ecology Site File 
 

 
 



PLP Waiver Form 
 

 

Holly Cordova 

Regional Legal Counsel, Western Region 

Century Communities of Washington, LLC 

4695 MacArthur Court, Suite 300 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 

 

Pursuant to WAC 173-340-500 and WAC 173-340-520(1)(b)(i), I, Christian Cermak, a duly 

authorized representative of Century Communities of Washington, LLC, do hereby waive the right 

to the thirty (30) day notice and comment period described in WAC 173-340-500(3) and accept 

status of Century Communities of Washington, LLC as a Potentially Liable Person at the following 

contaminated site: 

 

 Site Name: GO EAST CORP LANDFILL 

 Site Address: 4330 108TH STREET SE, EVERETT, WA 

 Cleanup Site ID: 4294 

 Facility/Site ID: 2708 

 County Assessor’s Parcel Number: 280521-004-002-00 (NW/4 of SE/4, Section 21, 

Township 28 North, Range 5 East, Willamette Meridian) 

 

By waiving this right, Century Communities of Washington, LLC makes no admission of 

liability.  

 

 

_____________________________________ __________________________________ 

Signature       Date  

By: Christian Cermak, Vice President 

 

Relation to the Site: Owner  

 

 

 

 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 7F2292DB-3FC5-4E17-A252-DF1A2E62FEBB

11/22/2022
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