
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Central Region Office 

1250 West Alder St., Union Gap, WA 98903-0009 • 509-575-2490 

February 27, 2023 

Allan Gebhard 
Barr Engineering 
4300 Market Point Dr, Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55435 

Re: New Information – Log yard historical use on east side of I-82: 

• Site Name:   Boise Cascade Mill 
• Site Address:   805 N 7th Street, Yakima 
• Facility/Site ID No.:  450 
• Cleanup Site Id No.: 12095 
• Agreed Order No.:  DE 13959 

Dear Allan Gebhard: 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has new information regarding the extent 
of the historical mill operations that potentially increase the size of the Site as identified in the 
Agreed Order and shown in Exhibit A of this letter. This letter provides supporting information for 
new understanding of the Site.  

With this letter, we are requiring the PLP to respond to the new information, consistent with our 
authority under the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA), Chapter 70.105D RCW.1 

Site Diagram and New Parcels 

Ecology has new information that mill activities occurred on parcels outside of the Site limits as 
identified in the Agreed Order. Exhibit A to this letter provides a marked-up Site Diagram that 
originates from the Agreed Order. The Site Diagram from the Agreed Order depicts the Site as 
currently known to Ecology at the signing of the Agreed Order. The marked-up Site Diagram in this 
letter adds additional parcels to the Site.  

Parcel Numbers associated with New Information about Site 

The following parcel numbers as identified from the Yakima County GIS - Washington, Land 
Information Portal2 are associated with the new parcels that increase the size of the Site. 

 
1 https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/dispo.aspx?cite=70.105D 
2 http://yakimap.com/servlet/com.esri.esrimap.Esrimap?name=YakGISH&Cmd=Map 
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• Parcel No. 191318-11002.3 The Yakima County GIS Site (GIS Site) map shows this property as 
being north of the railroad tracks. The GIS Site map also shows a distinct property (just 
south of the railroad tracks) with the same parcel number as the above identified northern 
most parcel. The Yakima County Property Record Card shows that Parcel 191318-110024 
includes land on both sides of the railroad. The property indicated as Parcel 191318-11002 
on Exhibit A of this letter is a portion of the parcel. The remainder of Parcel 191318-11002 
extends to the north of the property shown on Exhibit A. 

• Parcel No. 191318-41002.5   

Supporting Information 

Ecology is providing supporting information for this notice and to assist you in your response. The 
supporting information includes links to historical photos and Ecology’s assessment of the 
information that resulted in this notice.  

Exhibit B. Exhibit B: Aerial image from 1955 from Google Earth Pro. I-82 is superimposed on the 
pre-I-82 photo. The Image is not to scale, and north is oriented to top of the page. The subject area 
of new interest is outlined in red and appears to show mill activity.   

Exhibit C. Exhibit C: Aerial image from 1949 from Google Earth Pro. I-82 is superimposed on the pre-
I-82 photo. The image is not to scale, and north is oriented to top of the page. The subject area of 
new interest is outlined in red and appears to show mill activity. 

Exhibit D. Exhibit D: Quit Claim Deed from Boise Cascade Company to the Yakima River Greenway 
Foundation. Note the highlighted portion about “the right to continue to add fill material.”  

Exhibit E. Exhibit E: July 9, 1993, letter from the Rotary Park Committee to Ecology. The letter 
references soil and bark chips being placed in the area of interest. 

Exhibits D & E support Ecology’s understanding that wood waste was encountered during the 
construction of the greenway or big toy structure during the mid -1990s.  

The greenway trail and the big toy can be seen on recent aerial photographs on the two parcels 
identified, and their location correlates with the mill activity depicted in Exhibit B and C.  

 
3 http://yes.co.yakima.wa.us/Assessor/parcel_details.aspx?pn=19131811002 
4 https://property.spatialest.com/wa/yakima#/property/191318-11002 
5 http://yes.co.yakima.wa.us/Assessor/parcel_details.aspx?pn=19131841002 
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PLP Requirements 

The PLP shall provide the following within 30 days of receipt of this letter, unless otherwise 
indicated:  

• Acknowledgement. Upon receipt of this letter, provide written acknowledgment to Ecology. 
• Assessment. Provide an assessment of this new information in terms of the PLPs 

understanding of the site as presented in the Agreed Order. 
• Investigation Plan. Identity the necessary steps to characterize the site, identify mill 

activities, contaminates and sources, the nature and extent of the contamination as 
consistent with MTCA and the Agreed Order.  

• Schedule. Provide a reasonable schedule for appropriate work.  

Closing and Contact Information 

We look forward to your response to this letter. Please anticipate that Ecology is prepared to 
amend the Agreed Order as necessary and appropriate to address contamination from mill activities 
that may exist outside the Site established in the Agreed Order.   

If you have any questions about this response and these opinions, please contact me by phone at 
509-225-0304 or e-mail at John.Zinza@ecy.wa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

 
John Zinza, PE 
Cleanup Project Manager 
Toxics Cleanup Program 
Central Regional Office 

Enclosures:  Exhibit A – Site Diagram 

Exhibit B – Aerial image from 1955 from Google Earth Pro 

Exhibit C – Aerial image from 1949 from Google Earth Pro 

Exhibit D – Letter from the Urology Clinic of Yakima, Inc., P.S. to Ecology, dated July 
9, 1993 

Exhibit E – Letter with Quit Claim Deed enclosure from Peters, Schmalz, Fowler, 
Inslee Inc., P.S to Yakima County Assessor’s Office regarding Greenway – Boise 
Cascade, dated February 17, 1987 

  





 

Exhibit A 
Site Diagram 

  



 

  

 

  



 

  

 

 

Exhibit A: The below Site Diagram (Exhibit A, Site Diagram) from the Agreed 
Order depicts the Site as known at the time of the execution of the Agreed 
Order. The area in red added to the Site Diagram indicates a new understanding 
of the extents of the Site.  

 

Parcel No. 
191318-41002 

Parcel No. 
191318-11002 





 

  

Exhibit B 
Aerial image from 1955 from Google Earth Pro 

  



 

  

 

  



 

  

 

Exhibit B: Aerial image from 1955 from Google Earth Pro. I-82 is superimposed 
on the pre-I-82 photo. The subject area of new interest is outlined in red. Image 
not to scale, and oriented north to top of the page. 

 



 

  

  



 

  

Exhibit C 
Aerial image from 1949 from Google Earth Pro 

  



 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit C: Aerial image from 1949 from Google Earth Pro. I-82 is superimposed 
on the pre-I-82 photo. The subject area of new interest is outlined in red. Image 
not to scale, and oriented north to top of the page. 



 

  

 

  



 

  

Exhibit D 
Letter from the Urology Clinic of Yakima, Inc. P.S., dated July 9, 1993 

  



 

  

 

  





 

  

 

  



 

  

Exhibit E 
Letter with Quit Claim Deed, dated February 17, 1987  
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