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Plantation Rifle Range:
Documents Available for Review and Comment

Comments accepted We want to hear from you!

Feb. 13 — Mar. 17, 2023 We're overseeing the cleanup of contamination at Plantation Rifle Range,
located at 5102 Samish Way, Bellingham, Washington. We invite you to review
and comment on the following documents:

For more information &

how to comment online o Draft Agreed Order (AO): The draft AO requires Whatcom County to

find site contamination and clean it up.
ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments

e Interim Action: To expedite the cleanup process and take advantage
of available funding, the county is assessing the site contamination as

To comment by mail an interim action.
Val Cramer, Site Manager e Draft Public Participation Plan (PPP): The draft PPP encourages
Department of Ecology community involvement in cleanup decisions.
Northwest Region Office Visit ecology.wa.gov/PRR to view these documents.
P.O. Box 330316
Shoreline, WA 98133 Need help?
valerie.cramer@ecy.wa.gov Contact Janelle Anderson, Community Outreach Specialist, at 425-301-6454 or
425-698-5539 janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov.
Site information Public meeting
At this time, there are no public meetings scheduled for this comment period.
Webpage:

To request a public meeting, please call 425-301-6454 or email

ecology.wa.gov/PRR janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov.

Facility Site ID: 21444552
Site Cleanup ID: 15182
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Land use

Whatcom County Parks & Recreation operates the Plantation Rifle Range facility (site). The site opened in 1971. It
is located on property owned by Bertch Timberlands, LLC. Whatcom County Parks & Recreation leases the
property from Bertch Timberlands, LLC.

Site background

Plantation Rifle Range is one of two public shooting ranges in Washington. It consists of an outdoor, high-power
rifle range, indoor and outdoor small-bore rifle and pistol ranges, a trap field, and a classroom. The high-power
rifle range has target lines at 50, 100, 200, and 300-yards. Earthen backstops (to stop bullets) exist behind the 50-
and 300-yard target lines. Ruby Creek flows along the eastern boundary of the Site’s high-power rifle range.
Where the creek meets the 300-yard back stop, it enters a pipe running underneath the backstop. The creek re-
emerges from the pipe, to the southeast of the 300-yard targets.

In addition to Ruby Creek, wetlands are located within and adjacent to the east side of the high-power rifle range.
Ruby Creek is a major tributary to Finney Creek, which flows into Lake Samish. Lake Samish is a drinking water
supply to area residents around the lake.

In 2020, the Department of Ecology inspected the range and collected surface water samples. The samples
indicated the presence of lead above Clean Water Act standards for aquatic life in freshwater systems. Starting in
2020, Whatcom County began conducting monthly surface water sampling at the site. In 2021, the Department of
Ecology returned and took soil samples from the range floor. These samples confirmed the presence of lead.

While the amount of lead is above Clean Water Act standards for aquatic life, the tests have not shown the levels
to be dangerous to humans. Lead levels from the tests are below the standard for drinking water.

The work to find and remove the lead wastes should be finished sometime in 2023. This will be the first time that
lead wastes have been removed since the range opened in 1971.

Contamination

Lead is a known contaminant at Plantation Rifle Range. It has been detected in the soil, sediment, and surface
water at the site. Lead is a toxic metal that impairs brain function. Exposure to lead causes noticeable
developmental delays in children. For more information about lead, see Health Effects of Lead Exposure,* a
webpage by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The cleanup process

We will follow Washington’s cleanup process to clean up the site (see Figure 1). This site is in the “Initial
Investigation” phase. The first step is to conduct extensive sampling. The sampling will help us learn more details
about the contamination on the site.
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Figure 1: Washington's cleanup process. Read a plain text version.?

L https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/prevention/health-effects.htm
2 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/parts/1909166part2.pdf
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Document review locations
In-person document review is available. Our office is open to the public. However, we encourage you to make an
appointment.

Washington State Department of Ecology Bellingham Public Library
Northwest Region Office Central Branch

15700 Dayton Ave N. 210 Central Avenue
Shoreline, WA 98133-9716 Bellingham, WA 98225
Reception (24-hour) 206-594-0000 360-778-7323

To schedule an appointment with Ecology, please contact:
Michael Hart

michael.hart@ecy.wa.gov

Public Disclosure Coordinator

You can also review documents on our website: ecology.wa.gov/PRR.

Questions about accessing information?
Contact Janelle Anderson:

425-301-6454

janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov

To submit your comments, questions, or concerns about any of these documents online, see “How to comment”
at ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments.

What happens next?

The public comment period is open from February 13 to March 17, 2023. After the comment period ends, we’ll
review and consider all comments received. The documents may change based on your comments. After we
consider all comments, the documents will become final.

When there are new documents about the site, we’ll notify you about additional public comment periods.

¢Qué pasa a continuacion?
El periodo de comentario publico esta abierto desde el 13 de febrero al 17 de marzo, 2023. Para someter sus
comentarios, preguntas o inquietudes sobre estos documentos, visite ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments.

Después que el periodo de comentario publico termine, revisaremos y consideraremos todos los comentarios
recibidos. Los documentos pueden cambiar basado en sus comentarios. Después de considerar todos los
comentarios, el documento sera finalizado.

Cuando se desarrollen nuevos documentos sobre el sitio, le notificaremos sobre periodos de comentarios
publicos adicionales.
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Translations available

Espanol (Spanish)

El Departamento de Ecologia estd anunciando el periodo de comentarios publicos relacionado a la limpieza
ambiental del sitio Plantation Rifle Range. Para solicitar una copia de este documento en espafiol o mds
informacidn sobre este sitio, por favor comuniquese con Janelle Anderson al janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov o 425-
301-6454.

Deutsch (German)

Das Umweltministerium ladt die Offentlichkeit ein, zur Renaturierung des SchieBstands Plantation in Bellingham
(Washington) Stellung zu nehmen. Fir ein deutschsprachiges Exemplar dieses Dokuments oder zusatzliche
Informationen senden Sie bitte eine E-Mail an janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov oder wahlen Sie die 425-301-6454.

Pycckun (Russian)

JenapTameHT 3KONI0TMN MPUHUMAET KOMMEHTAPUMN 06LLEeCTBEHHOCTU OTHOCUTE/IbHO AEMCTBUIA MO YNYyYLLUEHUIO
OKpy:Katowein cpeabl B Plantation Rifle Range B r. Bellingham, wTaT BawmHIToH. YT06bl NOAYYMTb PYCCKOA3bIYHYIO
KOMWIO JaHHOTO AOKYMEHTA WY SONONHUTENbHYIO MHGOPMaUMto, 0bpaLLaiTech No afpecy 3/1eKTPOHHOM NoYThl
janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov nnu no tenedoHy 425-301-6454.

H1 3 (Chinese)
e FRAE M| A BB HE 2B A B Plantation Rifle Range IR TAEA B A s S AR R
SRR, BYCT R 2 B A ARSI SR R, BEIEEE Sunny Becker $51T 425-457-3842 B EiA E T E A2

sunny.becker@ecy.wa.gov.

H AGE (Japanese)

Tawvy—TlE. V¥ » P MNNY) oN24 D Plantation RifleRange (77 > 7 —3 3 » 7 4 7 IIVHEY;
) DEEFICOWT, 7 ) v 7 a2y ol EZRITTCnwET, ZOXEDOHAKGERZHRT 25
G FZUEREANC D v Tid. janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov 12 X — )L # &5 F % 7. 425-301-6454 |2 H a6 %
BT 723 n,

wuv' lne (Thai)

Department of Ecology Aaatle IWusznauin WuassanudsmulAsndunnsyinainuazens Plantation Rifle Range
Woshundandon au Liloe Bellingham 3§ Washington Tusadsdwalui janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov

w30 Insfinsioviansiaw 425-301-6454 LwasuaLaﬂmmuuuauumm"lmﬂﬂ‘iammmaaaumumagatwuLmu.

Tagalog (Tagalog)

Ang Department of Ecology ay tatanggap ng komento ng publiko tungkol sa paglilinis na kapaligiran ng Plantation
Rifle Range sa Bellingham, Washington. Para humiling ng kopya ng dokumentong ito sa Tagalog o para sa higit
pang impormasyon, pakisuyong mag-email sa janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov o tumawag sa 425-301-6454.

(Arabic) duw sl dall

o) . plaiily cpliida § (Plantation Rifle Range) dlo )l Gl (gud! caddaid) olao (ch Cudal B A Al 8)l)g Jadiss
Janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov :QASIY Bl e Juolgill (2 cloghandl (e djal ol &yl Al diiteall (yo dSeasd
425-301-6454 1031 e JLas)l o
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Join the Discussion!
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Plantation Rifle Range Draft Documents
Ecology seeks public comment on a draft agreed order, interim
action, and draft public participation plan for Plantation Rifle

Range in Bellingham, Washington.

Public Comment Period
February 13 — March 17, 2023

For More Information & How To Comment Online
Visit ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments or email

janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov.

———— —

Plantation Rifle Range is located at
5102 Samish Way, Bellingham, Washington.

Translations Inside

e lneshuTu

BHYTpW TEKCT Ha pyCCKOM f3blKe
HARGEIC & 2 N

LA 2 ST /A5 B

Espanol incluida
Deutsch innen

Tagalog sa loob

NERUREE W EEI]

ADA Accessibility: To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 360-407-6700, email
hwtrpubs@ecy.wa.gov, or visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. For Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341.
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