

Fairchild Air Force base COMMUNITY FACT Sheet


PRIVATE DRINKING WATER WELLS TESTED ABOVE EPA HEALTH ADVISORY LEVELS FOR PERFLUOROOCTANE SULFONATE (PFOS) AND PERFLUOROOCTANOIC ACID (PFOA)

The U.S. Air Force (USAF) sampled your drinking water as part of a sampling program to determine if private drinking water wells in certain areas near Fairchild Air Force Base (FAFB) have been impacted by the compounds perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), and if additional actions are needed to protect human health.
Initial results indicate your well is above the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Lifetime Health Advisory for PFOS/PFOA in drinking water. The USAF will notify you as soon as the final test results are available.
The USAF is taking immediate action to ensure you are provided clean water to drink, while actions will continue over the longer term to address the PFOS/PFOA sources. The Air Force may request your permission to conduct further sampling, as needed, to evaluate concentration trends.
[bookmark: _GoBack]PFOS/PFOA are used in a variety of household and industrial products, including firefighting foam. PFOS and PFOA are components of legacy Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF) – a firefighting agent the Air Force began using in the 1970s to extinguish petroleum fires; use of AFFF provides the USAF with an essential firefighting capability to protect human lives, aircraft and facilities. The Air Force launched a comprehensive approach -- identify, respond, prevent -- to assess the potential for PFOS/PFOA contamination of drinking water, on and off installations, and respond appropriately by identifying locations on FAFB where the firefighting agent was historically used for fire training, equipment testing and emergency response incidents. The USAF is coordinating with the EPA, Washington State Department of Ecology, and Spokane Regional Health District.








[bookmark: BOTTLED_WATER_DELIVERY_SERVICE_DETAILS]BOTTLED WATER DELIVERY SERVICE DETAILS
Bottled water is being provided by a local supplier, Crystal Springs, whose primary service line is to provide drinking water to homes. Crystal Springs has an established route and delivers water biweekly on Wednesdays. With initial setup, each resident is provided with a standup cooler for dispensing water from 3-gallon or 5-gallon bottles, and enough bottled water for use through the next regular delivery date. Regular deliveries will replace the water used since the last delivery, to ensure an adequate supply for your use.
Some residents prefer 1-gallon jugs of water and no cooler, and others may prefer a countertop crock dispenser or hand pump rather than a cooler. These requests can be accommodated under the delivery program.
WHAT YOU CAN DO
If you are receiving 3- or 5-gallon bottles, please place your empty water bottles on the front porch (or easily accessible area) Tuesday night before a scheduled delivery. Crystal Springs will pick up the empty containers and replace them with fresh, full bottles.
If you are receiving 1-gallon jugs, please recycle the empty jugs. Crystal Springs will deliver more 1-gallon jugs on its regular delivery route, enough for 1 gallon per resident per day. If this is inadequate, please contact us as indicated below.
If you anticipate running out of water, please contact our water delivery service by phone at (971) 770-1145 or via email at FAFB.residentsupport@amecfw.com as soon as you foresee a shortage. A few days notice will help us meet your needs in a timely manner. Additional contact information is located on page four, under the “WHO TO CONTACT” section.
HELPFUL TIPS
Secure empty bottles against the wind when placed outside for pickup. They can be linked together or placed under furniture or against a downwind wall to prevent wind scattering.
Be sure to return all empty bottles as they indicate the quantity of water you will receive on the next delivery.
Report cooler malfunctions to our water delivery service by phone at (971) 770-1145 or via email at FAFB.residentsupport@amecfw.com; however, sometimes a problem can be mitigated temporarily by unplugging the cooler to dispense room-temperature water.
You may leave notes for the driver attached to your empty containers, if needed.

[bookmark: QUESTIONS_AND_ANSWERS]QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Q: Why is the Air Force (AF) providing bottled water for my residence?
A: The AF is providing bottled water for drinking and cooking because the PFOS/PFOA levels in your private well was found above the EPA Lifetime Health Advisory (LHA) for drinking water and the AF believes firefighting activities at FAFB may have contributed to these levels.
Q: What are PFOS/PFOA?
A: PFOS and PFOAs are man-made chemicals used for a wide variety of residential, commercial and industrial purposes, including firefighting foam used by the armed services, civilian aviation and other industries to control petroleum-based fires. In 2016, EPA established lifetime health advisories for PFOS and PFOA at 70 parts per trillion (ppt). When both PFOA and PFOS are found in drinking water, the combined concentrations of PFOS and PFOA should not exceed 70 ppt. The Air Force is taking aggressive measures to reduce the risk of PFOS/PFOA contamination to communities’ drinking-water sources impacted by military sources. More information can be found at the EPA website listed below.
Q: What are Health Advisory Levels (HAs)?
A: EPA develops health advisories to provide information for public health officials or other interested groups on pollutants that can affect drinking water quality but are not regulated under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).  The LHAs identify as concentration of a contaminant in drinking water at which adverse health effects are not anticipated to occur even if exposure lasts over a lifetime, and provide technical information to state agencies and other public health officials on health effects, analytical methodologies, and treatment technologies for removing drinking water contaminants. The LHA provides a margin of protection from exposure to these chemicals in drinking water, and it accounts from potential exposure from sources other drinking water. More information can be found at the EPA website listed below.
Q: What are the recommended uses for the bottled water?
A: The bottled water should be used for drinking, cooking, and brushing teeth, or any scenario where water will be possibly ingested.
Q: Should I use the bottled water for bathing?
A: Using the bottled water for bathing is not necessary since the amount of water ingested during showering is usually minimal.  PFOA and PFOS are not well absorbed through the skin nor do they move easily from water to air. 
Q: Should I use the bottled water for washing dishes?
A: It is not necessary to use bottled water for washing dishes, since the water will not be ingested.
Q: Should I use the bottled water for my pets or livestock?
A:  The EPA Lifetime Health Advisory is specific for people in several important ways and does not apply to pets or livestock.  Consult your veterinarian about the risks to animal(s) drinking levels that are unsafe for people to drink.  If you have questions about commercial livestock, we recommend you contact Washington State Department of Agriculture.  
Q: How long will the AF provide me with bottled water?
A: The AF will provide bottled water until a longer term solution, such as a filtration system, is put in place or water in your private well is determined to be safe for drinking. The AF will work with you to develop a more permanent solution for your residence and will coordinate continued sampling of your well to monitor PFOS/PFOA levels.

[bookmark: ADDITIONAL_INFORMATION]ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
FAFB PFOS/PFOA Website: http://www.fairchild.af.mil/PFOS-PFOA-INFO/

[bookmark: AIR_FORCE_PFOS/PFOA_Website:]AIR FORCE PFOS/PFOA Website:
http://www.afcec.af.mil/WhatWeDo/Environment/Perfluorinated-Compounds/

EPA Website: https://www.epa.gov/pfas

[bookmark: Agency_for_Toxic_Substances_and_Disease_]Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) Website:
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfc/index.html



[bookmark: WHO_TO_CONTACT]WHO TO CONTACT
For information on water delivery or to report an upcoming need for more water, cooler problems, change in service (such as a switch in bottle size), skipped delivery, or other concern, please leave a voicemail message at 971-770-1145, or send an e- mail to FAFB.residentsupport@amecfw.com. Amec Foster Wheeler is administering the water delivery program on behalf of the Air Force. Messages will be monitored daily.


BOTTLED WATER SUPPORT

Amec Foster Wheeler:
Water Delivery Service  FAFB.residentsupport@amecfw.com (971) 770-1145

AGENCY CONTACTS

Spokane Regional Health District:
Michael F. LaScuola REHS/RS, Technical Advisor Environmental Resources - Public Health Division  mlascuola@srhd.org
(509) 324-1574

US EPA, Region 10:
Bill Dunbar, Public Affairs Specialist  Dunbar.Bill@epa.gov
(206) 553-1019

AIR FORCE CONTACTS

FAFB Public Affairs Primary POC: Tanya Wren, Capt, U.S. Air Force FAFB Public Affairs  92arw.pa@us.af.mil
(509) 247-5705/9961

FAFB Public Affairs Alternate POC:
Scott King, GS-11, DAF, FAFB Public Affairs  92arw.pa@us.af.mil (509) 247-5707/9961

FAFB Restoration Program: Marc Connally, GS-12, DAF AFCEC Remedial Project Manager  92arw.pa@us.af.mil
(509) 247-5705/9961
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