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CERCLA
1980

• National Priorities List 
(NPL) or Superfund

• Implemented by EPA
• Oversight by EPA or 

Ecology



MTCA
1989

• Citizen mandated
• Implemented by Ecology

     



These laws were designed to protect 
people and the environment by reducing risk

Breathing Touching Swallowing



Key Principles

• Polluter pays
• Permanent remedies
• Public participation

• Bias towards 
action

• Innovation

Today – Andrew Rypien Field 

Spokane Junk Yard – after fire



What is a “site”?
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Cleanup: How do we get there?
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Timing of steps in formal cleanup process
Cleanup step Average

Site discovery/report received 0.1 years

Initial Investigation 0.3 years

Site Hazard Assessment (SHA) 0.3 years

Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) - 
includes legal negotiations

3.7 years
4–6 mos.

Public comment period 0.1 - 0.3 years

Cleanup Action Plan (CAP) – 
includes legal negotiations

1.1 years
9–12 mos.

Public comment period 0.1 - 0.3 years

Cleanup engineering design 3 years

Cleanup construction - includes design, 
construction, operation and monitoring 3 years

IF a site completed all 
steps sequentially = 
11.7 – 12.1 years

Insights on timing:

• Not all sites go 
through all steps.

• Not a linear 
process, steps 
may overlap.

• There may be time 
between steps.

(Averages based on 180 
sites)
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We want your input!
• What should we know 

about your 
community?

• Mailing list area

• Communication 
preferences
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Our commitments to public 
involvement

MTCA required

• Site Register
• Newspaper ad
• Mailings to 

• At least ¼-mile 
radius around the 
site

• Anyone who asks for 
notification

Standard practice

• Website
• Email 

notification
• Respond to 

comments

What else?

• Any community 
groups besides 
the Coalition?

• Community 
events or regular 
gatherings?

• What social 
media channels?



Proposed 
mailing list 
area
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Useful comments
• New information
• Historical / personal 

observations 
• Expressions of support or 

disagreement and why
• Reference specific text or 

section
• Give an example
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Post-comment period
• Respond to comments
• Create Response to 

Comments document
• Distribute Response to 

Comments (email/mail 
commenters, Site Register, 
cleanup site page)

• Update webpage
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Thank you! Questions?
bit.ly/EcologySIA-PFAS
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ADA Accessibility

The Department of Ecology is committed to providing people 
with disabilities access to information and services by 
meeting or exceeding the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 and 508 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, and Washington State Policy #188. 
To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone 
at 360-407-6831 or email at ecyadacoordinator@ecy.wa.gov. 
For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-
6341. Visit Ecology’s website for more information.
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