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Snipes Mountain Landfill 

Snipes Mountain Landfill
Comments accepted: 

   January 1, 2024 –  
January 31, 2024  

Submit comments: 
Online: 
https://tcp.ecology.commentinp
ut.com/?id=KTkJPUpZc 

Or by mail to:  
Luke LeMond, Site Manager 
1250 W. Alder Street 
Union Gap, WA 98903 
509-379-3961 
Luke.LeMond@ecy.wa.gov 

Site info: 
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cle
anupsearch/site/3402 
Facility Site ID: 501 
Site Cleanup ID: 3402 

Document review: 
Granger Community Library 
508 Sunnyside Avenue 
Granger, WA 98932 
509-854-1446 
 

WA Department of Ecology 
1250 W. Alder Street 
Union Gap, WA 98903 
509-575-2490 

Draft Agreed Order Available for Review and Comment 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) is providing an 
opportunity for the public to comment on a Draft Agreed Order for the 
Snipes Mountain Landfill site, located at 1150 Luther Road in Outlook. 

An Agreed Order is a legal agreement between Ecology and the land 
owner, Yakima County, outlining, the expectations, process, and 
schedule for site cleanup.  

The Agreed Order will require Yakima County to conduct a Remedial 
Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS). A Remedial Investigation (RI) 
uses data to determine what contamination is present and how far it 
has spread. A Feasibility Study (FS) outlines options, costs, and how 
long it will take to clean up the contamination. 

Ecology is asking for your comments on the Draft Agreed Order. 

You are invited to: 

• Review the Draft Agreed Order 

• Send your comments to Ecology for consideration. Comments will 
be accepted from January 1, 2024 through January 31, 2024 

Site Background 
In 1968, the Snipes Mountain Landfill began operating. In 1972, Yakima 
County began operating the facility as a municipal solid waste disposal 
site and closed the landfill in 1994. The landfill is unlined. The site also 
included sewage lagoons, which are large ponds where wastewater is 
placed for storage and treatment. The sewage lagoons were also 
unlined and closed in 1991. A waste transfer facility that was onsite 
closed in 2022. A waste transfer facility is where trash is taken to be 
sorted and/or consolidated prior to transport and disposal in a landfill.

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/133112
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What Has Been Done? 
In 1989, Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) were detected in groundwater. VOCs are chemicals that are 
found in many products such as cleaners, paint, and solvents, and are common components of petroleum 
(gasoline and diesel). VOCs tetrachloroethene (PCE) and trichloroethene (TCE) continue to be detected in 
groundwater monitoring wells and groundwater above state cleanup levels since that time. 

Why This Matters? 
PCE and TCE have been detected in groundwater above state cleanup levels. Long-term exposure to these 
chemicals is potentially cancer-causing and poses a threat to human health and the environment. Cleanup will 
improve conditions at the site and reduce the risk of exposure to contaminants. 

What Happens Next? 
After the public comment period ends, Ecology will review and respond to comments received during the 
comment period. Ecology will hold a public meeting if 10 or more people request one. If no significant changes 
are necessary, the Agreed Order will become final. Yakima County will submit a work plan to Ecology before 
the investigations occur. All investigations and reports will be made available for public comment before 
becoming final. 

For information about other opportunities for public involvement, such as meetings, hearings, open houses, 
and workshops, please visit Ecology’s Public Involvement Calendar at 
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing. 

The Cleanup Process 
Washington’s cleanup process.          

 

Luke LeMond  
Luke.LeMond@ecy.wa.gov 
509-379-3961 

 

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by 
phone at 5509-406-6931 or email at 
Rhonda.Luke@ecy.wa.gov, or visit 
https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. For Relay Service 
or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341.
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