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Plantation Rifle Range May 2024:
Documents Avallable for Review and Comment
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F/gure 1: Closed firing stations at Plantation R/fle Range.

Comments accepted We want to hear from you!

May 6 —June 21, 2024 We’re overseeing the cleanup of contamination at Plantation Rifle Range,
located at 5102 Samish Way, in Bellingham, Washington. We invite you to

. . review and comment on the following documents:
For more information &

how to comment online o Draft Permit: This Permit Lite is a dangerous waste corrective action

permit that allows environmental cleanup at the site to continue.
ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments

e Draft Public Participation Plan (PPP): The draft PPP encourages

To comment by mail community involvement in cleanup decisions.

Christa Colouzis, Site Manager
Department of Ecology

Visit ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments to view these documents.

Northwest Region Office Need help?
P.O. Box 330316 Contact Janelle Anderson, Community Outreach Specialist, at 425-301-6454 or
Shoreline, WA 98133 janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov.
christa.colouzis@ecy.wa.gov
425-324-1850 Public meeting
At this time, there are no public meetings scheduled for this comment period.
Site information To request a public meeting, please call 425-301-6454 or email

janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov.

Webpage:
ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments
Facility Site ID: 21444552

Site Cleanup ID: 15182

Land use

Whatcom County Parks & Recreation operates the Plantation Rifle Range
facility (the site). It opened in 1971 and is located on property owned by
Bertch Timberlands, LLC. Whatcom County Parks & Recreation leases the
property from Bertch Timberlands, LLC.
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Site background

Plantation Rifle Range is one of two public shooting ranges in Washington. It consists of an outdoor, high-power
rifle range, indoor and outdoor small-bore rifle and pistol ranges, a trap field, and a classroom. The high-power
rifle range has target lines at 50, 100, 200, and 300 yards. Earthen backstops (to stop bullets) exist behind the 50-
and 300-yard target lines. Ruby Creek flows along the eastern boundary of the site’s high-power rifle range.
Where the creek meets the 300-yard back stop, it enters a pipe running underneath the backstop. The creek re-
emerges from the pipe to the southeast of the 300-yard targets.

In addition to Ruby Creek, wetlands are located within and along the east side of the high-power rifle range. Ruby
Creek is a major tributary to Finney Creek, which flows into Lake Samish. Lake Samish is a drinking water supply
for residents around the lake.

In 2020, the Department of Ecology (we) inspected the range and collected surface water samples. The samples
indicated the presence of lead above Clean Water Act standards for aquatic life in freshwater systems. Starting in
2020, Whatcom County began conducting monthly surface water sampling at the site. In 2021, the Department of
Ecology returned and took soil samples from the range floor. These samples confirmed the presence of lead.

Extensive soil sampling in 2023 detected areas of soil with lead levels well above the dangerous waste limit.
Details about site contamination will be in the draft remedial investigation, available for public review later in
2024. Lead above cleanup levels must be addressed, and a draft feasibility study will compare ways to address the
contaminated soil.

Besides widespread soil contamination, we found that some site surface water has lead levels above the
dangerous waste limit. By the time surface water leaves the site, it has mixed with other surface water and is
below dangerous waste levels. Any cleanup remedy must address the affected surface water.

Contamination

Lead is a known contaminant at Plantation Rifle Range. It has been detected in the soil, sediment, and surface
water at the site. Lead is a toxic metal that impairs brain function. Exposure to lead causes noticeable
developmental delays in children. For more information about lead, see Health Effects of Lead Exposure,* a
webpage by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Private drinking water wells closest to the rifle range were sampled to ensure that residents were not being
exposed to lead-contaminated groundwater. Lead levels for all the wells tested were within the drinking water
standards.

The cleanup process

We will follow Washington’s cleanup process? to clean up the site (see next page). We are near completion of the
initial Investigation phase for this site. We conducted extensive sampling, which helped us learn the extent of the
contamination on the site. The next step will be to draft a feasibility study. The feasibility study evaluates the
cleanup alternatives so the best option can be developed in the cleanup action plan. Developing the cleanup
action plan for Plantation Rifle Range should also begin in 2024.

1 www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/prevention/health-effects.htm
2 apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/1909166.html
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Washington’s Cleanup Process ‘s

N

. . DEPARTMENT OF
under a legal agreement with Ecology. Otherwise, all cleanups follow the same steps. ECOLOGY

The steps are defined by Washington's cleanup law, the Model Toxics Control Act. State of Washington

Public participation plans and comment periods are only required for cleanups

Initial investigation
Find out if there’s contamination needing cleanup.

G Public input opportunity

Assess the site

Evaluate potential threat to humans and the environment.

Interim actions (E;)

may clean up some
contamination before

Study the site (remedial investigation) ¢

* Find out what and where the contamination is.
* Determine how contamination might impact living things.

V $ the final cleanup.
Consider options (feasibility study) @ L— Legal orders @
« Compare ways to keep the contamination from harming A or agreements

people or the environment. define required tasks
* Weigh benefits versus costs of each cleanup option. and schedules.

Public GD)

participation plans
explain how Ecology
will ask for input from
the local community.

Plan the cleanup (cleanup action plan) ¢
* Describe Ecology’s selected cleanup option.

* Set cleanup standards that will protect living things.

* Schedule next steps.

* Set requirements for monitoring and maintenance.

Design the cleanup
Make detailed construction plans for the cleanup action.

Clean up the sitel!

Complete the cleanup action. For example:

+ Constructing a multi-layered capping system.
* Installing a treatment system.

* Removing contamination to a special landfill.

Monitor, maintain, and review @
* Operate treatment systems and monitor progress.
* Prevent activities that could disturb the cleanup.

* Review regularly to ensure cleanup still protects living things.

Remove from Contaminated Sites List @
Move to No Further Action list if site meets all standards and requirements.
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Translations available

Espanol (Spanish)

El Departamento de Ecologia esta anunciando el periodo de comentarios publicos relacionado a la limpieza
ambiental del sitio Plantation Rifle Range. Para solicitar una copia de este documento en espafiol o0 mas
informacidn sobre este sitio, por favor comuniquese con Janelle Anderson al janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov o 425-
301-6454.

Deutsch (German)

Das Umweltministerium ladt die Offentlichkeit ein, zur Renaturierung des SchieRstands Plantation in Bellingham
(Washington) Stellung zu nehmen. Fiir ein deutschsprachiges Exemplar dieses Dokuments oder zusatzliche
Informationen senden Sie bitte eine E-Mail an janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov oder wahlen Sie die 425-301-6454.

Pycckun (Russian)

JenapTameHT 3K0N0rMM NPUHUMAET KOMMEHTapMM 06LWECTBEHHOCTU OTHOCUTENbHO AEUCTBUI MO YAy4YLLEHUIO
OKpyrKatouel cpeabl B Plantation Rifle Range B r. Bellingham, wtat BawmnHIToH. YTo6bl NOAYYNUTb PYCCKOA3bIYHYIO
KOMMUIO A@HHOTO IOKYMEHTA UM AI0NOJIHUTENbHYI0 MHpOpMaLMIo, 0bpalllaiiTech NO afpecy 3SNEeKTPOHHON NoYThI
janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov naun no tenepoHy 425-301-6454.

H1 3 (Chinese)
e R M| A BB HE 2B H A B Plantation Rifle Range HIERSE IS FE TAEA B 0 A 2 REGI I . anZA SR 1
SChR, BYT AR RS ARSEN H SCE S, FEEEEE Sunny Becker $34T 425-457-3842 S IE T FEME SR

sunny.becker@ecy.wa.gov.

H AGE (Japanese)

Tavy—mTlE. V¥ b MNNY 2o D Plantation RifleRange (777 > 7 —3 3 » 7 4 7 IVHIEY;
) DIREH(LIZOWT, 7 )y 7axy PollilzZ2# T TCnwET, ZOLED Eﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ"é%
. E2IFEENC D TlE. janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov |2 X — )L % ¥&{53 5 7. 425-301-6454 |25 %
B2 K23 n,

wuv v (Thai)

Department of Ecology mduaTrussonauwi luuansanudaiudsnfunisvinanuazens Plantation Rifle Range
WosnunAunadon a4 e Bellingham $§ Washington Tusadsdiualuil janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov

w30 Insfinsiovianslaw 425-301-6454 Lﬁ'aﬁuaLaﬂmiaﬁuﬁfaﬁummvlmﬂﬂ%aﬁmﬁiaaaumwﬂ’mgmﬁuu?‘m.

Tagalog (Tagalog)

Ang Department of Ecology ay tatanggap ng komento ng publiko tungkol sa paglilinis na kapaligiran ng Plantation
Rifle Range sa Bellingham, Washington. Para humiling ng kopya ng dokumentong ito sa Tagalog o para sa higit
pang impormasyon, pakisuyong mag-email sa janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov o tumawag sa 425-301-6454.

(Arabic) 4w sl dal)

g_xua.‘ uk.ulj ‘f’ s%,l'Plantatlon Rifle Rangermu‘)l\ U‘J.\AS b_u.ﬂ\ g_q.\la.u.“ UL“‘-’ eLc vnae’ ).m‘\_uﬂ\ o)\)}lasm
”:I.‘;IJ)JSS\}“J.\)JS\J.\Qda.a‘}.lj‘s;).!‘k-lLA}SMS‘uAJJ)AS}\MJA\A&“L}M\uAM

425-301-6454 248 ) Je Juai¥) ol janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov

)]
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Document review locations

In-person document review is available. Our office is open to the public. We encourage you to make an
appointment.

Washington State Department of Ecology Bellingham Public Library
Northwest Region Office Central Branch

15700 Dayton Ave N. 210 Central Avenue
Shoreline, WA 98133-9716 Bellingham, WA 98225
Reception (24-hour) 206-594-0000 360-778-7323

To schedule an appointment with Ecology, please contact:
Michael Hart

michael.hart@ecy.wa.gov

Public Disclosure Coordinator

You can also review documents on our website: ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments.

Questions about accessing information?
Contact Janelle Anderson:

425-301-6454

janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov

Submit comments

To submit your comments, questions, or concerns about any of these documents online, see “How to comment”
at ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments.

What happens next?

The public comment period is open from May 6 through June 21, 2024. After the comment period ends, we’ll
review and consider all comments received. The documents may change based on your comments. After we
consider all comments, the documents will become final.

When there are new documents about the site, we’ll notify you about additional public comment periods. The
next public comment period will be for the remedial investigation and feasibility study. These are documents that
explain what our sampling found and how that contamination could be addressed.

¢ Qué pasa a continuacion?
El periodo de comentario publico esta abierto desde el 6 de mayo al 21 de junio, 2024. Para someter sus
comentarios, preguntas o inquietudes sobre estos documentos, visite ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments.

Después que el periodo de comentario publico termine, revisaremos y consideraremos todos los comentarios
recibidos. Los documentos pueden cambiar basado en sus comentarios. Después de considerar todos los
comentarios, el documento sera finalizado.

Cuando se desarrollen nuevos documentos sobre el sitio, le notificaremos sobre periodos de comentarios
publicos adicionales.
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Northwest Region Office
P.0. Box 330316
Shoreline, WA 98133-9716
Tel: 206-594-0000
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Samish f’arko

Plantation Rifle range is located at 5102 Samish
Way, in Bellingham, Washington.

Join the Discussion!

Plantation Rifle Range Draft Documents
Ecology seeks public comment on a draft permit for
Plantation Rifle Range in Bellingham, Washington.

Public Comment Period
May 6 —June 21, 2024

For More Information & How to Comment Online
Visit ecology.wa.gov/PRRcomments or email
janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov.

Translations Inside
A moshulu Espafiol incluida

BHYTpM TEKCT Ha PYyCCKOM A3blKe Deutsch innen

HARGEIS & 5 P
PAP 2 S R B

Tagalog sa loob
Jall d Ay el 4500

ADA Accessibility: To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 360-407-6700, email
hwtrpubs@ecy.wa.gov, or visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. For Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341.
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