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Spokane Airport PFAS Site: 
Comment period on the Enforcement 
Order to investigate contamination



Spokane Airport PFAS site history

2017
PFAS found in 3 wells 
in northeast part of 
airport property

2019

PFAS found in 3 wells 
in southwest part of 
airport property

2023
Ecology receives 2017 and 
2019 sampling results, 
lists cleanup site, and names 
SIA as responsible party

2024

Ecology issues 
enforcement order 
for the remedial 
investigation
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Where we are: Remedial investigation
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Protect 
people and 

the 
environment 

by 
reducing risk 

from 
polluted sites
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Model Toxics Control Act
1989

• Citizen mandated
• Implemented by 

Ecology

Breathing Touching Swallowing



Key principles
•Polluter pays
•Permanent remedies
•Public participation
•Bias towards action
• Innovation
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Today – Andrew Rypien Field 

Spokane Junk Yard – after fire



What is 
a “site”?
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Parcel 
A

Parcel 
C

Roadway

Parcel 
B



Enforcement order: 
What’s in it?
• Identifies SIA responsible for 
cleanup

•Lists reasons Ecology named 
SIA and created the site

•Defines scope of work and 
schedule for completing it
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What does the Scope of Work require?
• Remedial Investigation (RI) 

Work Plan
• Remedial Investigation
• RI and Feasibility Study 

(FS) Reports
• Interim actions (if required)
• Groundwater monitoring
• Reporting
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Investigation timeline

Spring / 
Summer 2024
Site assessment

Late spring 
2025

Final RI/FS Work Plan

Mid-2025 – 
Mid-2026*
RI work

Fall 2026*
RI Report**

9

Interim actions as needed

*May take longer depending on how big the monitoring area 
needs to be to find all the contamination

**RI and FS reports available for public comment

Spring 2027*
FS Report**



Public Participation Plan: 
What’s in it?
• How we share information
• How you can share information
• Site information
• Area community
• Groundwater and hydrogeology
• WA cleanup laws overview
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Useful comments
• New information
• Historical / personal 
observations 

• Expressions of support or 
disagreement and why

• Reference specific text or section
• Give an example
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What we’ve heard so far: 9 comments
• Getting clean water ASAP paid for by responsible parties without 

waiting for investigation to finish
• Concerns about irrigation and livestock water
• Personal injuries: health issues, property values decreasing, stress
• Suggestions about where to investigate
• Cleanup ideas
• Support for Ecology’s role in cleanup work
• Getting clean water paid for by federal government
• Lack of clarity on map in public notice
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How to 
view all 
comments
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After the comment period

• Create Response to Comments 
document

• Distribute Response to 
Comments (email/mail 
commenters, email list, 
Contaminated Site Register, 
cleanup site page)

• Update webpage
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bit.ly/EcologySIA-PFAS
Thank you! Questions?

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/16774
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