
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Southwest Region Office 

PO Box 47775, Olympia, WA 98504-7775 • 360-407-6300 

November 21, 2024 

Derek Ranta 
Waste Connections of Washington, Inc. 
9411 NE 94th Ave 
Vancouver, WA 98662 
derek.ranta@wasteconnections.com 

Re: Notification of Remaining Contamination and Environmental Restrictions 
• Site Name:  Leichner Brothers Landfill 
• Site Address:  9411 NE 94th Ave, Vancouver, Clark County, WA 98662 
• Facility Site ID #: 1017 
• Cleanup Site ID #: 3019

To Derek Ranta: 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has been informed that Waste 
Connections of Washington, Inc. is the current owner of parcels 199846000, 199859000, and 
199860000 located at 9215 and 9411 NE 94th Ave in Vancouver, WA. Ecology wants you to 
know there has been environmental cleanup actions at this property, which is part of the site 
listed above (Site). While the formal cleanup process at the Site is being undertaken by 
potentially liable parties pursuant to a Consent Decree, and its associated amendments (see 
included Consent Decree and associated amendments), contamination remains on the parcels, 
and there are environmental restrictions in place to ensure the cleanup remains effective. Long-
term monitoring of groundwater and landfill gas is also ongoing at the Site. 

While you can continue to use your property, if your activities involve pumping of groundwater 
or interference with the cleanup action, your workers could encounter contaminated 
groundwater and/or landfill gas and potentially be put at risk. Ecology wants to ensure you are 
aware the property has remaining contamination requiring environmental restrictions to 
protect human health and the environment. Because of the remaining contamination and 
environmental restrictions, Ecology encourages you to discuss any proposed activities at the 
property with Ecology representatives, so they can assist you in safely conducting your 
activities. Attached to this letter is a Subordination Agreement which we are requesting you 
sign. Please review it and contact Ecology with any questions. 

Ecopy
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What are the Environmental Restrictions? 

Environmental restrictions are rules about the kinds of activities permitted at a property that is 
part of a site. Environmental restrictions are outlined in a document called an environmental or 
restrictive covenant, which is attached to a property title and recorded with the County. The 
restrictive covenant for this property is included with this letter and reflects that the landowner 
has agreed to restrictions on these kinds of activities: 

1. No groundwater may be taken for domestic purposes from any well on the property. 
2. Any activity on the property that may interfere with the cleanup action is prohibited. 

Any activity on the property that may result in the release of a hazardous substance that 
was contained as part of the cleanup action is prohibited, unless allowed under the 
terms of a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) or state waste 
discharge permit. 

3. The owner of the property must give written notice to Ecology, or to a successor agency, 
of the owner’s intent to convey any interest in the property. No conveyance of title, 
easement, lease, or other interest in the property may be consummated by the owner 
without adequate and complete provision for the continued operation, maintenance, 
and monitoring of the cleanup action. 

4. The owner of the property must notify and obtain approval from Ecology, or from a 
successor agency, prior to any use of the property that is inconsistent with the terms of 
the restrictive covenant. Ecology or its successor agency may approve such a use only 
after public notice and opportunity for comment, and only if the proposed use will not 
threaten human health or the environment.  

5. The owner of the property shall allow authorized representatives of Ecology, or of a 
successor agency, the right to enter the property in accordance with the terms set forth 
in Section IX of the Consent Decree for the purposes of evaluating compliance with the 
terms of the Consent Decree and the Cleanup Action Plan, to take samples, to inspect 
cleanup action taken at the property, and to inspect records that are related to the 
cleanup action. 

6. The owner of the property and the owner’s assigns and successors in interest reserve 
the right under WAC 173-340-440 to record an instrument providing that the restrictive 
covenant shall no longer limit use of the property or be of any further force or effect. 
However, such an instrument may be recorded only with the consent of Ecology, or of a 
successor agency. Ecology or a successor agency may consent to the recording of such 
an instrument only after public notice and comment, and only if all of the Defendant’s 
obligations under the Consent Decree have been satisfactorily completed. 

If the restrictions are followed, the cleanup will protect people and the environment from 
contamination. If the restrictions are not followed, people or the environment could be 
exposed to contamination. In that case, repairs or additional remedial actions may be required. 

Ecology will review this Site every 5 years, as resources permit, to make sure the cleanup and 
environmental restrictions still protect human health and the environment. 
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Worker Safety 

Protection of workers from contamination is very important. Before beginning construction or 
maintenance at this property, call your Ecology regional office at (360) 407-6300 and ask to 
speak to someone in the Toxics Cleanup Program. Ecology can help you understand the specific 
restrictions for the property and how to make sure any activity you conduct will be done safely. 
The included maps illustrate the location of the Site, contamination at the Site, and the location 
of monitoring wells and landfill gas probes on the Site including those on your property. 

Site History 

Additional Site history describing the contamination, investigation, and cleanup is included with 
this letter (Consent Decree which includes a Cleanup Action Plan as Exhibit B). 

Questions? 

Please call me at (360) 409-6164 or email me at danielle.gibson@ecy.way.gov if you have any 
questions about this letter. 

Sincerely,  
 

Danielle Gibson 
Site Manager/UECA Coordinator 
Toxics Cleanup Program 

Southwest Region Office 

Enclosures (5):  A - Subordination Agreement  
  B - Consent Decree 
  C - Amendment No. 1 to Consent Decree 
  D – Second Amendment to Consent Decree 
  E – Restrictive Covenant 
  F - Figures 

cc by email: Mike Davis, Clark County, mike.davis@clark.wa.gov 
 Tina Kendall, Clark County, tina. @clark.wa.gov  
 Joelle Loescher, Clark County, joelle.loescher@clark.wa.gov  
 Amanda Migchelbrink, Clark County, amanda.migchelbrink@clark.wa.gov  

Victoria Banks, Office of the Attorney General, victoria.banks@atg.wa.gov  
Connie Groven, PE, Ecology, connie.groven@ecy.wa.gov  
Ecology Site File 
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SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 
 

KNOW ALL PERSONS, That Waste Connections of Washington, Inc., the owner and holder of 

that certain Statutory Warranty Deed bearing the date the 29th day of December, 2014, executed 

by Leichner Brothers Land Reclamation Corporation, a Washington corporation, and recorded in 

the office of the County Auditor of Clark County, State of Washington, on December 31, 2014, 

under Auditor’s File Number 5133631 D, does hereby agree that said Instrument shall be 

subordinate to the interest of the State of Washington, Department of Ecology, under the 

environmental (restrictive) covenant dated April 9, 1998, executed by Leichner Brothers Land 

Reclamation Corporation, and recorded in Clark County, Washington under Auditor’s File 

Number 9804090180. 

 

Signature: __________________________        
  
by: ________________________________ 
 
Title: ______________________________ 
 
Dated: _____________________________ 
  



CORPORATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
STATE OF   
COUNTY OF   
 
 On this   day of    , 20__, I certify that      
personally appeared before me, acknowledged that he/she is the       
of the corporation that executed the within and foregoing instrument, and signed said instrument 
by free and voluntary act and deed of said corporation, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned, 
and on oath stated that he/she was authorized to execute said instrument for said corporation. 

__________________________________________ 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington 16 
Residing at  ________________________________ 
My appointment expires   _____________________ 
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Enclosure C 

Amendment No. 1 to Consent Decree 
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Enclosure D 

Second Amendment to Consent Decree   
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Enclosure E 

Restrictive Covenant 
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Figures 
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