
 
 
 
 
1810 E James St, Pasco, WA 99301 
 

 
February 18, 2025 
 
 
Mr. Kelly Gilchrist 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
4601 N Monroe 
Spokane, WA 99205 
 
 
Re: Report of Activities for Canola Oil Based Biodiesel Spill 

1810 E James St 
Pasco, WA 99301 
 

 
Dear Mr. Gilchrist, 
 
The following correspondence details the results of activities conducted by Republic 
Services (RS) on January 21, 2025, at 1810 E James St, Pasco, WA. 
 
Initial Activities 
On January 21, 2025, RS personnel were loading a 275-gallon tote of canola oil based 
biodiesel onto a truck. During this operation, the forklift punctured the tote resulting in all 
of the canola oil contents being spilled onto the ground.  
 
RS personnel on site assessed the spill and found that the canola oil based biodiesel had 
impacted the dirt parking lot. No waterways were found to be impacted. RS personnel 
immediately deployed absorbent material to the impacted areas. Hand tools were then 
utilized to solidify the pooled product. This impacted material was placed into a cubic yard 
box. RS personnel determined that excavation operations would need to take place to 
remove the remaining canola oil bio-diesel impacts. The site was then covered, secured 
with plastic sheeting, and marked for locates pending excavation operations.  
 
On January 22, 2025, with locates complete, RS personnel began excavation operations. 
RS personnel utilized an excavator, skid steer, and hand tools to remove the canola oil 
based biodiesel impacted soil and debris. This material was placed into a total of six (6) 
roll-off boxes for disposal. Field screening operations were conducted during the 
excavation to determine that the extent of the impacts had been removed. Confirmation 
soil samples were then collected, and the site was secured pending backfill operations.  
 
On February 6, 2025, after reviewing the results of analytical data, RS personnel utilized the 
excavator, skid steer, and hand tools to backfill the excavation area. The site was restored 
to its original state.  
 
Disposal Activities 
On February 11, 2025, Republic Services personnel transported a total of 37.40-tons of 
canola oil based biodiesel impacted soil and debris to Roosevelt Landfill in Roosevelt, 
WA for disposal.  
 
On February 12, 2025, Republic Services personnel transported a total of 34.98-tons of 
canola oil based biodiesel impacted soil and debris to Roosevelt Landfill in Roosevelt, 
WA for disposal. 
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On February 17, 2025, Republic Services personnel transported a total of 21.98-tons of 
canola oil based biodiesel impacted soil and debris to Roosevelt Landfill in Roosevelt, 
WA for disposal. 
 
 
Sampling Activities 
On January 30, 2025, in order to confirm that the areas of petroleum-impacted soil had 
been removed, a total of eight (8) discrete soil samples and one (1) discrete waste 
characterization sample were obtained from the site. 
 
Soil samples obtained from the excavation were collected by transferring surface soils with 
a fresh pair of disposable nitrile gloves.  Each soil sample from the excavation was field 
screened for the presence of petroleum hydrocarbons by visual, olfactory, and sheen 
testing.  Sheen testing was performed by placing approximately 5 grams of disaggregated 
soil in a black pan and adding distilled water to observe the presence or absence of sheen 
on the water.  Collected soil samples retained for chemical analysis were placed 
immediately into, 4-ounce glass jars capped with Teflon-lined lids.  Sample jars were then 
labeled for shipment to the analytical laboratory.  A chain-of-custody form was prepared 
to accompany the samples when transporting to an accredited analytical laboratory 
facility. 

 
All samples were analyzed for NWTPH-Dx/Dx.  A copy of the results of laboratory analysis is 
included.  A summary of the results of laboratory analysis is included in Table 1 below: 
 

Table 1: Results of Laboratory Analysis of Soil Samples 
 

Sample ID Date Depth 
NWTPH-Dx Results (mg/kg) 

Diesel Range Oil Range 

PY-INITIAL 
SAMPLE 

1/30/25 
Surface 

24000 280 

PY-1 BOTTOM  1/30/25 12” 98 ND 

PY-2 SW 1/30/25 8” ND ND 

PY-3 BOTTOM 1/30/25 11” 640 ND 

PY-4 BOTTOM 1/30/25 10” 1200 ND 

PY-5 SW 1/30/25 6” ND ND 

PY-6 SW 1/30/25 7” 200 ND 

PY-7 BOTTOM 1/30/25 12” 350 ND 

PY-8 SW 1/30/25 8” ND ND 

 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
During this response, 94.36-tons of canola oil based biodiesel impacted soil and debris 
was removed from the site. Upon reviewing the results of confirmation sample data there 
is no evidence of any canola oil based biodiesel impacted soil that is above the 
Washington State Department of Ecology MTCA regulations at the time of sampling. 
 
Republic Services does not recommend any further actions at this site due to the 
confirmation samples being below the Washington State Department of Ecology MTCA 
regulations and that the site has been restored to its original state. 
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Copies of photos of cleanup activities are included with this report.  All work performed by 
Republic Services was in strict compliance with all local, state and federal regulations, with 
a special emphasis placed on safety and protection to the environment. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Alicia Baker  
Alicia Baker  
Project Manager 
Republic Services 
Cell: 509-378-2628  
E-mail:  abaker@republicservices.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:abaker@republicservices.com
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Photo Documentation  
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Photo 1: Impacted areas.  

 

 
Photo 2: Impacted areas.  

 
 
 

Photo 3: Gross impacts being removed.  

 
 
 
Photo 4: Site covered and secured pending 
excavation operations.  
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Photo 5: Excavation operations.  

 
 
 
Photo 6: Excavation operations. 

 
 
 
Photo 7: Excavation operations. 

 
 
 
Photo 8: Excavation operations. 
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Photo 9: Excavation operations. 

 
 
 
 
Photo 10: Excavation operations. 

 
 
 
 
Photo 11: Impacts removed and site backfilled. 

 
 
 
 
Photo 12: Impacts removed and site backfilled.  
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Disposal Documentation 
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Analytical Data 
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