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Clean Earth/Burlington—Kent:
Cleanup Documents Available for Review and Comment

Figure 1: Tanks at the Clean Earth/Burlington site in Kent, Washington.

Comments accepted:
July 14 — August 15, 2025

Submit comments:

Online: Visit ecology.wa.gov/
CleanEarthComments

By mail:

Erin Hobbs, Site Manager
Department of Ecology
Northwest Region Office

P.O. Box 330316

Shoreline, WA 98133

Email: erin.hobbs@ecy.wa.gov
Phone: 425-515-5996

Document review:
ecology.wa.gov/CleanEarth

Site information:

Facility Site ID: 70726415
Cleanup Site ID: 12484

Public outreach contact:
Janelle Anderson, Community
Outreach Specialist
janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov
Phone: 425-301-6454

We want to hear from youl!
We're overseeing the cleanup of contamination at the Clean
Earth/Burlington facility, located at 20245 77th Ave. S, in Kent. We
invite you to review and comment on the following documents:

e Draft cleanup action plan (dCAP): The dCAP describes the
planned cleanup actions and sets the standards that the cleanup
must meet.

e Draft agreed order: This legal agreement ensures that the
cleanup follows state law.

¢ Draft State Environmental Policy Act/Determination of Non-
Significance (SEPA/DNS): Ecology uses SEPA during site cleanups
to find and evaluate negative environmental impacts that could
result from a proposed action. The draft SEPA resulted in a
determination of non-significance, meaning that this work will not
have large negative environmental impacts.

o Draft public participation plan: This plan encourages community
involvement in cleanup decisions.

Visit ecology.wa.gov/CleanEarth to view these documents.

Public Meeting

At this time, there are no public meetings scheduled for this comment
period. To request a public meeting, please call 425-301-6454 or email
janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov.

Site background and land use
This site has treated and stored oily wastewater since 1980. Some
other hazardous waste management activities also began in the 1980s.
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Chemical Processors, Inc. bought the site in 1989. This facility has operated under four owners:

e Chemical Processors, Inc. (which became Burlington Environmental).
e PSC Environmental Services.

e Stericycle.

¢ Clean Earth/Burlington Environmental (present owner).

Currently, the permitted facility’s name is Burlington Environmental, LLC. The owner is publicly known
as Clean Earth.

Since 1989, the site has stored commercial products and transferred hazardous waste. Most facility work
involving dangerous waste stopped in 2017. Remaining business involves solid wastes that are
dangerous waste only in Washington State or hazardous wastes from households. Hazardous waste
management activities at the facility included the processing and treatment of:

e Acids (low pH). e Cyanide wastes.

e Caustics (high pH). e Sludge.

e Qily wastes and oily wastewater. e \Wastewaters containing metals.
e Phenols.

In 2017, regulated hazardous waste activities were moved from the Kent site to another Clean
Earth/Burlington facility in Tacoma. Many changes to the Kent location have occurred since 2017,
including:

e Construction upgrades.

e Relocation of some operations to the Tacoma facility.

e Removing several dangerous waste units.

e Closure of several holding tanks that held nonregulated oily wastewater.

How the site became contaminated

Several spills and leaks of hazardous wastes have happened at the site. Most of the spills and leaks were
in the tank farm area and stayed within the concrete area designed to catch leaks. However, some
releases contaminated soil and groundwater at the site. Groundwater is the water found underground in
the cracks and spaces in soil, sand, and rock.

In the soil, contaminants of concern are:

e Vinyl chloride (a chemical known to cause cancer).

e Benzene (a chemical known to cause cancer).

e Petroleum products (diesel, lube oil, and gasoline).

e Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (many are chemicals known to cause cancer).
e Arsenic (a toxic metal).

e Cyanide (a toxic chemical).

In the groundwater, contaminants of concern are:

e Arsenic.
e |ron.
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Figure 2: Location of the Clean Earth/Burlington facility in Kent.

Cleanup process

Ecology’s cleanup process follows the steps shown in Figure 3 below. We apply both the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act and the Model Toxics Control Act regulations to clean up hazardous
waste sites. The cleanup protects human health and the environment from dangerous wastes

and chemicals.

In 2017, Ecology held a public comment period for the remedial investigation and feasibility study for
the Clean Earth/Burlington site in Kent. We did not receive any comments, and both documents for
the facility were approved on March 20, 2018.
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Remedial investigation
The remedial investigation defines the nature and extent of contamination at the site.

Feasibility study

The feasibility study used the results from the remedial investigation to evaluate how to clean up the
contamination. Of the cleanup alternatives studied in the feasibility study, Ecology selected Alternative
1. Alternative 1 treats some contaminated soil, maintains surface cover over remaining contaminated
soil, and uses “monitored natural attenuation” to clean up soil and groundwater. Monitored natural
attenuation tracks the natural breakdown of soil and groundwater contamination to make sure
contamination is reduced fast enough.

Cleanup plans
Draft cleanup action plan (dCAP). The purpose of the dCAP is to identify and describe the proposed
cleanup actions for the site. The remedy presented in the dCAP includes:
e Active treatment of remaining contaminated soils as they become accessible or at site
closure.
e Lowering the arsenic dissolved in groundwater by changing the soil conditions.
e Adding pavement or a concrete surface cover to prevent access to contaminated soils and
keep surface water from spreading the contamination.
e Physical controls, such as maintenance of the surface cover.
e Administrative controls, such as restricting future land use and groundwater use, deed
restrictions, and worker training.
e Long-term compliance monitoring.

Interim actions or partial cleanups can occur at any time. There will be opportunities for public comment
at each stage, except for cleanup implementation.

¢ Public input opportunity

Interim qctlons@ np\a Q) M
= Monitor,

oS ol \ Cleanup  maintain,

Design the the sitel  and review
Plan the @ c|eqnup
Study on5|der cleqnup
Assess  the site

. options
In|_t|al_ the site P | Remove from @ _
Investigation Legal agreements and public participation plons@ Contaminated Sites List

Figure 3: Formal cleanup process infographic (English). Read a short explanation.?

1 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/1909166.htm|
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Figure 4: Formal cleanup process infographic (Chinese). 22221 /|59 & P27 72 (15 /48 ) .2
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Figure 5: Formal cleanup process infographic (Spanish). Proceso de limpieza de Washington.?

¢ Pagkakataon ng pampublikong input
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Figure 6: Formal cleanup process infographic (Tagalog). Proseso ng Paglilinis sa Washington (graphic).*
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Figure 7. Formal cleanup process infographic (Vietnamese). Quy trinh Tdy nhiém cta Washington.>

2 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/1909166ZH.html
3 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/1909166ZH.html
4 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/1909166TL.html
5 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/1909166VI.html
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What happens next?

The public comment period is open from July 14 to August 15, 2025. After the comment period ends, we
will review and consider all comments we receive. The documents may change based on your
comments. After we consider all the comments, the documents will become final. When there are new
documents about the site, we’ll notify you about additional public comment periods.

Document review locations

View documents in person
In-person document review is available at the following locations:

Washington State Department of Ecology Kent Library | King County Library System
Northwest Region Office 212 2nd Avenue N

15700 Dayton Ave N. Kent, WA 98032

Shoreline, WA 98133-9716 Telephone: 253-859-3330

Reception (24-hour): 206-594-0000 Website: kcls.org/locations/kent
Appointments encouraged No appointment needed

View documents at Ecology
We encourage you to make an appointment to view the documents at Ecology’s Shoreline office. To
schedule an appointment, please contact:

Michael Hart, Public Disclosure Coordinator
Email: michael.hart@ecy.wa.gov

View documents online
You can also review documents on our website: https://ecology.wa.gov/CleanEarth.

Questions about getting information?
Contact Janelle Anderson

Telephone: 425-301-6454

Email: janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov

Submit comments
To submit your comments, questions, or concerns about any of these documents, visit

ecology.wa.gov/CleanEarthComments
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Language Services

We offer translation and interpretation services at no cost. Please email
janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov or call 425-301-6454 and ask for an interpreter.

3 (Chinese): A HIE EAEALI55T Clean Earth/Burlington 5 F ik s IR B2 BAT S 0
ARVEIR I . 0k AL T A BN Kent . @ISR TFEZ SR SOR, BEZHER, ERIE
B B4 2 Janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov B{ET Hi, 425-301-6454 . FA1FR AL G SR BN PEAR 5. iR

TEIRATHLE, TEECRERLRNE.
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okl g0 ) s lasd g euiS doz,i Oloas Lo .aiSww 58y Kent. Washington > Clean Earth
iy Jaadl o] (glidgs by 4 iy Sleglee Slp b )d @y siw (il Suwlgs)d Gl . pliS o wb)e
Su Cuwlgs)s labd gis)8 julai j31 .0y %0 Julai 425-301-6454 L | janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov
Ao Lo 81 S b b swiles ytio 5 1S walad gloy

Espaiiol (Spanish): El Departamento de Ecologia esta anunciando el periodo de comentarios publicos
relacionado a la limpieza ambiental del sitio Clean Earth/Burlington—Kent. Lea una copia de esto en
espafiol.® Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre este sitio de limpieza, favor de comunicarse con Janelle
Anderson al 425-301-6454 o janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov. El Departamento de Ecologia ofrece
servicios de traduccién e interpretacion libre de costo. Por favor solicite un intérprete al hacer su
llamada y espere a que le conecten con uno.

Tagalog (Tagalog): Ang Department of Ecology ay tatanggap ng komento ng publiko tungkol sa
paglilinis na kapaligiran ng Clean Earth/Burlington sa Kent, Washington. Nag-aalok kami ng mga
serbisyo ng pagsasalin at interpretasyon nang walang bayad. Para humiling ng kopya ng
dokumentong ito sa Tagalog o para sa higit pang impormasyon, pakisuyong mag-email sa
janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov o tumawag sa 425-301-6454. Kapag tumawag ka, humingi ng
interpreter at maghintay na makakonekta sa isa.

YKpaiHcbKa (Ukrainian): lenaptameHT Ecology nepenbaums nepioa Ana rpomafcbKoro o6roBopeHHs
WOA0 eKO/I0TNYHOro O4YMLEeHHA TepuTopii 3a nporpamoto Clean Earth B Kent, wrat Washington. Mwu
6€e3KOLWTOBHO MPOMOHYEMO NOCAYrX MUCbMOBOTO Ta YCHOro nepeknaay. LLob 3anuTtatn uen 4oKymeHT
YKpaiHcbKa abo oTpMmaTth AoaaTKoBy iHPOpMaLLito BalllO MOBOLO, HaZiLWAITb €/IeKTPOHHMI NCT abo
janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov 3atenedoHyinte 425-301-6454. AKuwo BM 3aTenedpoHYETE, MONPOCITb
nepeknagaya i fo4eKkanTecs, LOKN BacC 3'€4HAOTh i3 HUM.

Tiéng Viét (Vietnamese): B6 Méi Sinh dang t6 chirc mot giai doan trwng cu dan y vé viéc lam sach
moi trwdng tai dia diém Clean Earth/Burlington & Kent, Washington. Ching t6i cung cap dich vu bién
dich va théng dich mién phi. D& yéu cau tai liéu nay bang tiéng Viét hodc dé biét thém thong tin bang
ngdn ngtt cha qui vi, xin vui ldong glri email tdi janelle.anderson@ecy.wa.gov hodc goi tdi sé 425-301-
6454. Néu quy vi goi dién, vui long yéu cau théng dich vién.

6 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2504035ES.html
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learn more or submit comments. Google Map location of Clean Earth/Burlington in Kent

Informacidn en Espafiol incluida ADA Accessibility
NEPRX

Thong tin bang tiéng Viét & bén trong
Impormasyon sa Tagalog sa loob
YKpaiHCbKa BcepeauHi

For an ADA accommodation, email

hwtrpubs@ecy.wa.gov, or call 360-407-6700, 711 (relay
service), or 877-833-6341 (TTY). Visit

Jah g ecology.wa.gov/ADA for more information.
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