Toxics Cleanup Program
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wmandl ECOLOGY

State of Washington

King County Denny Way CSO Cleanup Site

Comments accepted
January 12, 12:00 a.m. -
February 10, 11:59 p.m., 2026

Submit comments
Online at:

https://go.ecology.wa.gov/CommentDe
nnyWayCSO

Or by mail to:

Brett Carp, Site Manager
PO Box 330316

Shoreline, WA 98133-9716
206-496-7007
brett.carp@ecy.wa.gov

Document review
https://go.ecology.wa.gov/DennyWayCSO

Seattle Public Library — Central Branch
1000 Fourth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

Site info:

3165 Alaskan Way, Seattle, WA
Facility Site ID: 4455938

Site Cleanup ID: 2582

Public Outreach Contact

Meredith Waldref, Outreach Planner
Meredith.Waldref@ecy.wa.gov
425-229-3683

ERe N

The King County Denny Way CSO site location along Elliott Bay.

Documents ready for public review

The King County Denny Way Combined Sewer Overflow site is
located along the shoreline of Elliott Bay next to Myrtle Edwards
Park in Seattle. Combined sewer overflows (CSOs) are locations
where stormwater and sewage mix and are discharged during
heavy rainfall events. In the early 2000s, the CSO at this location
was closed, and a partial cleanup (known as an Interim Action)
was completed; however, additional cleanup is still needed.

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) invites you to review the
following documents for the Denny Way CSO site (Site):

e Agreed Order: This new legal agreement between Ecology
and King County requires King County to study the
contamination in a remedial investigation, evaluate cleanup
options in a feasibility study, and develop a draft cleanup
action plan for the Site.

e Public Participation Plan (PPP): A document explaining how
people can participate in the cleanup process.

Read the above documents and submit comments
by visiting the site’s webpage or scanning the
following QR code.

You may request a public meeting about the proposed
documents. Ecology will hold a meeting if ten or more people
request one. To make a request, contact Meredith Waldref by
February 10. Contact information to the left.

3 EAEE PO BT, BT R AL EBER
NI E  https://go.ecology.wa.gov/DennyWayCSO, the Seattle
Public Library — Central Branch, (& (425) 229-3683, 5k &+ il
£ meredith.waldref@ecy.wa.gov.
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BaCkground Site boundary
From the late 1800s to the mid-1900s, sewers
discharged raw sewage and stormwater to an

outfall at Denny Way. After decades of untreated
discharges caused concerns about high fecal
bacteria levels in Elliott Bay, major construction
projects eventually eliminated all untreated
wastewater flows into the bay.

In the 1960s, the Municipality of Metropolitan
Seattle (now King County) built the present
system that included treatment plants which
collected, transported, and treated wastewater in
the greater Seattle area. This helped reduce the
amount of wastewater and stormwater
discharges to the Denny Way outfall area but did Approximate location of the cleanup site and CSOs.
not eliminate them. In the 1970s and 1980s,

improvements were made to reduce pollutants entering the combined sewer from sewage and stormwater.

In the early 2000s, a joint effort between King County and Seattle Public Utilities to further control CSO
discharges resulted in construction of two new outfalls in the Denny Way CSO area. One of the new outfalls
handles treated discharges (on average eight times a year) and the other outfall handles untreated discharges
(on average once per year) when there is too much stormwater in the system.

Contamination
The following contaminants were found in sediment above
state cleanup levels, caused by discharges from the CSO:

e Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
e Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs)
e Cadmium

e Copper
e Silver

e Lead

e Mercury

Placing clean sand and gravel during a previous
cleanup.

Previous cleanup actions
Over the past 35 years, King County has performed many investigations and several cleanup actions to
understand and decrease sediment contamination levels at this Site.

e 1990: King County and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) capped three acres of contaminated
sediment at the Site with three feet of clean sand. The cap was monitored for 10 years, and
monitoring results showed that some areas around the cap required additional cleanup.

e 2007: Ecology and King County entered into a legal agreement called an Agreed Order to perform a
partial cleanup called an Interim Action. This interim action was completed in 2008 and removed
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contaminated sediment which was then replaced by a mixture of clean sand and gravel. This cleanup
was purposely scheduled to happen after the 2005 removal of the shoreline outfall?.

e 2007-Present: King County has conducted detailed monitoring of the Site to determine next steps.

Next steps
Once the new Agreed Order is finalized after this public comment period, King County will be required to do
the following:

e Draft a Remedial Investigation Report: Using the many previous investigations of the Site, King
County will prepare a draft report that finds out what contamination exists, where it is, and how it
might impact living things. Ecology may require more data collection if there are gaps in our
understanding of the Site.

e Prepare for an Interim Action (if required): It may be necessary to perform an additional partial
cleanup. If so, King County will prepare a plan and conduct the partial cleanup.

e Draft a Feasibility Study Report: This will compare options to keep the contamination from harming
people or the environment and weighs benefits versus costs of each cleanup option.

e Draft a Cleanup Action Plan: This plan describes Ecology’s selected cleanup option, sets cleanup
standards that will protect living things, schedules next steps, and sets requirements for monitoring
and maintenance.

Ecology’s cleanup process

The Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA?) is Washington’s environmental cleanup law. It provides requirements
for contaminated site cleanup and sets standards that protect human health and the environment. Ecology is
responsible for administering MTCA, including oversight of cleanups. The MTCA cleanup process? is
completed in steps (see graphic below) over a variable timeline.

This Site’s review documents are each outlined below in red.

¢ Public input opportunity

Interim actlons@ EE.';!} \ \M\ Monitor,

Cleanup  maintain,

DeS|gn the thesitel andreview
& Study onS|der @ Pllan the @ cleanup
Assess cleanup

. the site options
Inijclal _ the site P | Remove from @
Investigation | Legal agreements and public participation plqnsD> Contaminated Sites List

Washington’s formal cleanup process

L https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/sediment-management/plan-
implementation/denny-way

2 https://ecology.wa.gov/mtca

3 https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-process
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ARBE TN ER (R 1H)

Public comment period
January 12, 12:00 a.m. - February 10, 11:59 p.m., 2026
https://go.ecology.wa.gov/DennyWayCSO

The Site is located near Myrtle Edwards Park on the
shore of Elliott Bay. The outline is the approximate
boundary of the cleanup site.

ADA accessibility
To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 425-229-3683 or email at

meredith.waldref@ecy.wa.gov, or visit ecology.wa.gov/Accessibility. For Relay Service or TTY call
711 or 877-833-6341.
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