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Spokane International Airport PFAS Site
2/25/26 Public Meeting



Protect 
people and 

the 
environment 

by 
reducing risk 

from 
polluted sites
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Model Toxics Control Act
1989

• Citizen mandated
• Implemented by 

Ecology

Breathing Touching Swallowing



Key principles

Polluter pays

Permanent remedies

Public participation

Bias toward action

Innovation
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Today – Andrew Rypien Field 

Spokane Junk Yard – after fire



What is 
a “site”?
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Parcel 
A

Parcel 
C

Roadway

Parcel 
B



Location overview
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Spokane International Airport (SIA)
• Jointly owned by Spokane 

County & City of Spokane
• Airport Board

• Federal certification 
required PFAS firefighting 
foam use and testing

• Formerly Geiger Field (GEG)
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2017 | Fairchild Air Force Base 
(FAFB) finds PFAS in 
groundwater and Airway Heights 
municipal wells, began 
response in May 2017
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2017–2019 | SIA samples 
existing groundwater monitoring 
wells and finds elevated levels 
of PFAS



Timeline: 2021–2024
 October 2021| Ecology concludes PFAS are 

hazardous substances regulated under 
WA’s environmental cleanup law
 March 2023 | Ecology notified of PFAS 

contamination at SIA
 April–August 2023 | Initial Investigation, site 

listed, SIA identified as responsible party
 October 2023–March 2024 | Negotiate agreed 

order for remedial investigation and feasibility 
study (RI/FS) with SIA
 March 29, 2024 | Ecology issues enforcement 

order to SIA



Timeline: 2024–present
• April–August 2024 | SIA completes Site Assessment report

• January 2025 | SIA completes field work for Initial PFAS Investigation

• Summer 2025 | Ecology identifies City of Spokane and Spokane 
County as responsible parties (airport owners)

• Late 2025 | Ecology, City, and County negotiate agreed order 

• January 2026 | SIA submits draft Initial PFAS Investigation and 
Ecology, City, and County sign agreed order

• February 2026 | Ecology requires emergency interim actions



• Identifies City of Spokane and Spokane 
County as responsible for cleanup 

• Lists reasons Ecology named the City 
and County

• Defines scope of work and schedule for 
completing it 
• Identical to scope of work in SIA’s 

enforcement order
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Agreed Order: What’s in it?



What does the Scope of Work require?
• Remedial Investigation (RI) 

Work Plan
• Remedial investigation
• RI and feasibility study (FS) 

reports
• Interim actions 
• Groundwater monitoring
• Progress reporting
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Complete
Almost complete

In progress
Ongoing



SIA investigation timeline

April 2024–
mid 2025 Spring 2026
Site Assessment Report
Initial PFAS Investigation

Late 2025 2026
Draft RI/FS Work Plan

2027/2028
Remedial Investigation work*

Fall 2028*
RI Report**
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Interim actions – Initiated 2/10/26

*May take longer depending on investigation iterations
**RI and FS reports available for public comment

Spring 2029*
FS Report**



AO public comment period

Submit comments through March 9
• Online: go.ecology.wa.gov/
     CommentSIA-PFAS
• Email: Jeremy.Schmidt@ecy.wa.gov
• Mail: 4601 N. Monroe St. 

Spokane, WA 99205



Draft Initial PFAS 
Investigation (IPI) Report

• Submitted January 15
• Ecology provided comments 

February 10
• Final due March 13 
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Draft IPI 
Soil data and results
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Areas with elevated PFAS in soil:
• Current Fire House
• Historical Fire House
• Joint Fire Training Area
• Stormwater Recovery Area





Draft IPI groundwater data and results
• Areas with high levels of PFAS in groundwater:
 Joint Fire Training Area 
 Stormwater Recovery Area

• Non-detect to low concentrations in upgradient wells to the 
south and west of SIA’s property

• No groundwater monitoring wells exist near the current and 
historical fire houses where some of the highest soil 
concentrations were found
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Northeast 
groundwater 
flow direction



2024 NE West Plains results

Max: PFOS = 530 ppt, PFOA = 120 ppt, PFHxS = 530 ppt
Long-chained PFAS were predominant
PFHxS most detected at high concentrations

• PFBS also common, but at low concentrations

Non-detect 111
Below 64
Above 236

*411 residential drinking water wells
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Total PFAS at SIA and in downgradient wells PFHxS at SIA and in downgradient wells
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• Geology and 
hydrogeology of the 
West Plains is well 
understood

• Airway Heights paleo- 
channel between 
FAFB and SIA

• Airport paleochannel 
immediately north 
of SIA



Emergency interim actions (IA) basis
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 Data in the draft IPI Report
 Historical data from the airport property
 Well-established/published regional hydrogeology
 Very low to non-detect levels of PFAS in groundwater 

upgradient of the airport's property
 High levels of PFAS in groundwater immediately 

downgradient of the airport's property
 Extensive PFAS impacts to drinking water wells further 

downgradient from the airport's property

IA area

Ecology has determined off-property impacts to regional groundwater 
exist from contamination originating from SIA property.



Emergency interim actions required
• Formal notice given February 10, 2026
• Scope of Work tasks

• Short-term Interim Action Work Plan (STIAWP)

• Complete work in the STIAWP

• Long-term Interim Action Work Plan (LTIAWP)

• Complete work in the LTIAWP

• Annual interim action performance reports 

• Interim action progress reports
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Short-term emergency interim actions
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 Bottled water or point-of-
use filters to known 
contaminated private 
wells in the IA area

 Initial round of sampling 
at all private wells in the 
IA area

 STIAWP due March 20

Components of STIAWP
• Interim action description
• Subcontractor information
• Logistical information
 Personnel and schedule
 Outreach procedures

• Outreach material samples
• Monitoring, sampling, quality 

assurance, and health and 
safety plans



Long-term emergency interim actions
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 Point-of-entry treatment or 
municipal connection to 
contaminated private wells 
in the IA area

 Periodic sampling at all 
private wells in the IA area
 Annually for impacted wells
 Every 2 years for 

non-detect wells
 LTIAWP due May 11

Components of LTIAWP
• Interim action description
• Subcontractor information
• Logistical information

• Personnel and schedule
• Outreach procedures

• Well and demographic info
• Outreach material samples
• Monitoring, sampling, quality 

assurance, and health and 
safety plans



Emergency IA required | Public outreach
• Feb. 10 and 24 webpage updates and messages to West 

Plains PFAS updates email list
• 60-day public comment periods for IA work plans

• Webpage announcements
• West Plains PFAS updates email list messages
• Mailed notices
• Meetings for both work plans

• What else would be helpful?
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Open discussion
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