
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Northwest Region Office 

PO Box 330316, Shoreline, WA 98133-9716 • 206-594-0000 

March 31, 2026 

Ophélie Encelle 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Seattle Public Utilities, Engineering & Technical Services Division 
707 South Plummer Street 
Seattle, WA 98134 
(Ophelie.Encelle@seattle.gov)

Re: Notification of Remaining Contamination and Environmental Restrictions 

• Site Name: Block 38 West 
• Address: 520 Westlake Avenue North 
• Facility Site ID #: 62773 
• Cleanup Site ID #: 15008

Dear Ophélie Encelle: 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) wants you to know there have been 
environmental cleanup actions completed at the Block 38 West site listed above (Site). While 
Ecology considers the cleanup actions finished for the Site (see attached Consent Decree Status 
and No Further Action letter dated March 25, 2026), contamination remains in localized areas 
at the Site, including beneath adjacent rights-of-way (ROWs) managed by the City of Seattle. In 
accordance with Consent Decree No. 25-2-01367-7 SEA1, there are environmental restrictions 
in place for the Block 38 West property (King County parcels 198320-0170, 198320-0180, and 
198320-0196) and surrounding ROW to ensure the cleanup remains effective. 

While you can continue to use your ROWs in the areas surrounding the Block 38 West property, 
if your activities involve removal of the asphalt or concrete cover or digging into the ground, 
your workers could encounter contaminated soil and potentially be put at risk. Ecology wants 
to ensure you are aware the property has remaining contamination requiring environmental 
restrictions to protect human health and the environment. Because of the remaining 
contamination and environmental restrictions, Ecology encourages you to discuss any proposed 

1 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/147798 
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activities within the boundaries of the Block 38 West property and adjacent ROWs with Ecology 
representatives, so they can assist you in safely conducting your activities. 

What are the Environmental Restrictions? 

Environmental restrictions are rules about the kinds of activities permitted at a property that is 
part of a site. Environmental restrictions are outlined in a document called an environmental 
covenant, which is attached to a property title and recorded with the County. The 
environmental covenant for this property is included with this letter and reflects that the 
landowner has agreed to restrictions on these kinds of activities: 

• Any activity that will compromise the integrity of the asphalt/concrete cap including: 
drilling; digging; piercing the cap with sampling device, post, stake or similar  device; 
grading; excavation; installation of underground utilities; removal of the cap; or 
application of loads in excess of the cap load bearing capacity is prohibited without prior 
written approval by Ecology. 

If the restrictions are followed, the cleanup will protect people and the environment from 
contamination. If the restrictions are not followed, people or the environment could be 
exposed to contamination and repairs or additional remedial action may be required.  Since 
these conditions may have an impact on the City's assets and activities in the affected ROW, the 
Consent Decree for this Site includes a contingency plan to allow for potential additional 
remedial actions to be taken by the potentially liable person (PLP), if required. Those actions 
may include additional sampling, health and safety monitoring, contamination removal, and/or 
repairs to the cap. Such measures would be conditions of Ecology’s written approval of any plan 
submitted by the PLP that proposes to temporarily compromise and repair the cap in 
conjunction with work to be performed in the affected areas. 

Ecology will review this site every 5 years, as resources permit, to make sure the cleanup and 
environmental restrictions still protect human health and the environment. 

Worker Safety 

Protection of workers from contamination is very important. Before beginning construction or 
maintenance at this property, call your Ecology regional office at (206) 594-0000 and ask to 
speak to someone in the Toxics Cleanup Program. Ecology can help you understand the specific 
restrictions for the property and how to make sure any activity you conduct will be done safely. 
The included map illustrates the location of contamination at the Site. 

Site History 

Additional site history describing the contamination, investigation, and cleanup can be obtained 
from Ecology’s website at https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/15008#site-
documents. 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/15008#site-documents
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Questions? 

Please call me at (425) 457-3143 or email tena.seeds@ecy.wa.gov if you have any questions 
about this letter. 

Sincerely, 

 
Tena Seeds, PE 
Cleanup Project Manager 
Toxics Cleanup Program, Northwest Region Office 

Enclosures: Environmental Covenant 
Consent Decree Status and NFA Letter 
Site Location Map 
Site Plan Showing Areas of Remaining Contamination 

cc: Stephanie Haines, SDCI (Stephanie.Haines@seattle.gov) 
Jill Macik, Seattle DOT (Jill.Macik@seattle.gov) 
Corey Wilson, City Investors IX, L.L.C (CoreyW@vulcan.com) 
Kim Wooten, Ecology (kim.wooten@ecy.wa.gov) 
Dhroov Shivjiani, Ecology (Dhroov.shivjiani@ecy.wa.gov) 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504-7600 • 360-407-6000 

March 25, 2026 

Ada Healey 
City Investors IX L.L.C. 
505 5th Avenue South, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98104 
(adah@vulcan.com) 

Re: Status of Consent Decree No. 25-2-01367-7 SEA and No Further Action to complete 
Cleanup of the following Contaminated Site: 

Site name: Block 38 West 

Site address: 500-536 Westlake Ave N, Seattle, WA 98109 

Cleanup Site ID: 15008 

Facility/Site ID: 62773 

Dear Ada Healey: 

Thank you for working with the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) on Block 38 
West (Site) under the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA), Chapter 70A.305 RCW, and Consent 
Decree No. 25-2-01367-7 SEA (Decree), which became effective on January 17, 2025. 

This letter provides written notification that, under MTCA and the Decree, no further remedial 
action is necessary to clean up contamination at the Site, but further remedial action is still 
necessary to control and monitor the remaining contamination and periodically review 
conditions at the Site. This letter also describes the status of the Decree and the Site. 

Completion of Cleanup Required by Decree 

The remedial actions required by the Decree are specified in Section VI (Work to Be Performed) 
and detailed in the Cleanup Action Plan (Exhibit B). City Investors IX L.L.C. (City Investors) was 
required to implement institutional controls by recording an environmental covenant that 
meets the requirements of WAC 173-340-440(8), (9), and (10) and RCW 64.70 (Uniform 
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Environmental Covenants Act). An environmental covenant has been recorded by King County 
(Instrument No. 20250730000335), which imposes certain restrictions on the activities and uses 
of the Block 38 West property and surrounding right-of-way to protect human health, the 
environment, and the integrity of the remedial actions completed to date at the Site. After 
inspecting the Site and reviewing the supporting documentation, Ecology has determined that 
the cleanup required at the Site under the Decree has been satisfactorily completed. 

Post-Cleanup Remedial Actions Required by Decree 

Although the cleanup of contamination at the Site has been completed, further remedial action 
is still necessary under MTCA and required under the Decree to control and monitor the 
remaining contamination at the Site. City Investors’ responsibilities are specified in Section VI 
(Work to Be Performed) of the Decree and detailed in the Compliance Monitoring Plan, which is 
provided in Appendix A of the Cleanup Action Plan (Exhibit B of the Decree). 

Periodic Reviews of Post-Cleanup Conditions Required by Decree 

Ecology will conduct periodic reviews of post-cleanup conditions at the Site to ensure they 
remain protective of human health and the environment. This requires continued access to the 
Site, as provided in Section IX (Access) of the Decree. City Investors’ responsibilities are 
specified in Section XXIV (Periodic Review) of the Decree. Any costs incurred by Ecology in 
conducting periodic reviews may be recovered from City Investors. 

Status of Decree 

Although the cleanup of contamination at the Site has been completed, further remedial action 
is still necessary under MTCA and required by the Decree to control and monitor the remaining 
contamination and periodically review the conditions at the Site. The Decree will remain in 
effect until the required post-cleanup remedial actions are completed or are no longer 
necessary under MTCA.  

This letter summarizes City Investors’ remaining responsibilities under the Decree; it does not 
alter or expand City Investors’ responsibilities under the Decree. 

No Further Action Determination 

Ecology has determined that no further remedial action is necessary to clean up contamination 
at the Site under MTCA. However, as explained above, further remedial action is still necessary 
under MTCA to control and monitor the remaining contamination and periodically review the 
conditions at the Site.  
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Delisting of the Site  

Based on the no further action determination, Ecology proposed removing the Site from the 
Contaminated Sites List (CSL). Ecology published notice of the proposal in the Site Register on 
November 13, 2025 and provided a 30-day public comment period, from November 17, 2025 to 
December 16, 2025. Comments were received from one party. After review and consideration 
of the comments, Ecology will remove the Site from the CSL effective the date of this letter. 
The removal will be reflected in the next publication of the CSL in the Site Register.  

Thank You 

Thank you and congratulations on your work in cleaning up the Site.  We look forward to 
continuing to work with you to make sure your investment in the Site is protected over the long 
term. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ecology’s cleanup 
project manager for the Site, Tena Seeds, at 425-457-3143 or tena.seeds@ecy.wa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Nhi Irwin 
Program Manager 
Toxics Cleanup Program 

cc: Suzy Stumpf, Farallon Consulting (sstumpf@farallonconsulting.com) 
 Corey Wilson, City Investors IX L.L.C (coreyw@vulcan.com) 
 Victoria Banks, Office of the Attorney General (victoria.banks@atg.wa.gov)  
 Kim Wooten, Ecology (kim.wooten@ecy.wa.gov)  
 Dhroov Shivjiani, Ecology (dhroov.shivjiani@ecy.wa.gov)  
 Tena Seeds, Ecology (tena.seeds@ecy.wa.gov)  
 Cost Recovery Coordinator, Ecology (costrecovery@ecy.wa.gov)  
 Ecology Site File 

mailto:tena.seeds@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:coreyw@vulcan.com
mailto:victoria.banks@atg.wa.gov
mailto:kim.wooten@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:dhroov.shivjiani@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:tena.seeds@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:costrecovery@ecy.wa.gov


 

Site Location Diagram 
Block 38 West 

Lake Union 

Site Boundary 

Map Source: TCP Maps, ESRI (2024) Scale (feet): 0        100     200                   400 



MAP ILLUSTRATING LOCATIONS
OF RESTRICTIONS

BLOCK 38 WEST SITE
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

PREPARED BY: FARALLON CONSULTING
DRAWN BY: JJ
DATE PREPARED: 9/20/2024
FARALLON PN: 397-019

CHECKED BY: LDS

EXHIBIT C

951 MERCER
STREET

PARCEL ID:
198320-0196

526 WESTLAKE
AVENUE NORTH

PARCEL ID:
198320-0180

506 WESTLAKE
AVENUE NORTH

PARCEL ID:
198320-0170

R
EP

U
B

LI
C

A
N

 S
TR

EE
T

M
ER

C
ER

 S
TR

EE
T

ALLEY RIGHT OF WAY

TERRY AVENUE NORTH

WESTLAKE AVENUE NORTH

r

0 6030

APPROXIMATE SCALE IN FEET

LEGEND

MTCA SITE BOUNDARY

ESTIMATED EXTENT OF SOIL EXCEEDING THE APPLICABLE CLEANUP LEVELS REMAINING
IN PLACE POST CLEANUP ACTION OR INACCESSIBLE DUE TO EXISTING UTILITY BANK

PROPERTY BOUNDARY

KING COUNTY PARCEL BOUNDARY


	Block38W_EC_SubordLtr-SPU_20260331
	Re: Notification of Remaining Contamination and Environmental Restrictions
	What are the Environmental Restrictions?
	Worker Safety
	Site History
	Questions?


	1-RecordedEC-B38W-Soil
	2-B38WCDStatusNFALtr
	Re: Status of Consent Decree No. 25-2-01367-7 SEA and No Further Action to complete Cleanup of the following Contaminated Site:
	Completion of Cleanup Required by Decree
	Post-Cleanup Remedial Actions Required by Decree
	Periodic Reviews of Post-Cleanup Conditions Required by Decree
	Status of Decree
	No Further Action Determination
	Delisting of the Site
	Thank You


	3-LocationDiagram
	4-ContaminationAreasMap



