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Spokane International Airport PFAS Site
6/16/26 Public Meeting



Location overview
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Spokane International Airport (SIA)

• Jointly owned by Spokane 
County & City of Spokane

• Airport Board

• Federal certification 
required PFAS firefighting 
foam use and testing

• Formerly Geiger Field (GEG)
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Historical cleanup timeline

Mar. 2023

Ecology 
notified of 
PFAS 
contamination 
at SIA

Apr.–Aug. 
2023

Initial 
Investigation, 
site listed, SIA 
identified as 
responsible 
party

29 Mar. 
2024

Ecology issues 
enforcement 
order to SIA

Apr.–Aug. 
2024

SIA completes 
Site 
Assessment 
report

Jan. 2025

SIA completes 
field work for 
Initial PFAS 
Investigation

Summer 
2025

Spokane 
County and City 
of Spokane 
included as 
responsible 
parties (airport 
owners)

Late 2025

Ecology, City, 
and County 
negotiate 
agreed order

Jan. 2026

Ecology, City, 
and County 
sign agreed 
order

Jan. 2026

Initial PFAS 
Investigation 
Report 
finalized

Feb. 2026

Ecology 
requires 
emergency 
interim 
actions



Emergency interim actions (IA) basis
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✓ Data in the draft IPI Report

✓ Historical data from the airport property

✓ Well-established/published regional hydrogeology

✓ Very low to non-detect levels of PFAS in groundwater 

upgradient of the airport's property

✓ High levels of PFAS in groundwater immediately 

downgradient of the airport's property

✓ Extensive PFAS impacts to drinking water wells further 

downgradient from the airport's property

IA area

Ecology has determined off-property impacts to regional groundwater 

exist from contamination originating from SIA property.



Emergency interim actions required

• Formal notice provided February 10, 2026

• Scope of Work tasks

• Short-term Interim Action Work Plan (STIAWP)

• Complete work in the STIAWP

• Long-term Interim Action Work Plan (LTIAWP)

• Complete work in the LTIAWP

• Annual interim action performance reports 

• Interim action progress reports
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Short-term IA Work Plan
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• Revision accepted April 13

• Responsible parties to provide:

• Filter pitchers

• Countertop dispensers

• Food-grade water containers

• Access to Garden Springs 

filling station

• Resources available to all in 

affected area with private wells 

– no well test needed



Find out if you’re in the 
area and access resources
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Call 3-1-1 or 509-755-2489

• Verify if in affected area

• Access water at Garden 

Springs fill station

Pick up resources (during 

regular business hours):

• Spokane City Hall

• Waste to Energy 

Administration Building

Learn more at 

gegwater.com



Water filters, containers & fill station
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No well test needed 

— available in the 

lobby!



Garden Springs water fill 
station
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• 4821 W. Garden Springs Rd.

• Obtain account and access 

information from city prior to use

• Call 3-1-1 or 509-755-2489

• Weekdays 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• City will annually bill each 

account for water used

• ~1 cent for 5 gallons



Short-term plan: Well testing
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• All private wells in affected area 

eligible for PFAS testing

• Sampling must begin by July 13

• All sampling must be 

scheduled by the end of 2026

• Short-term work plan includes 

one round of well testing

• Future well testing in 

long-term plan

• Test results submitted to Ecology



How do I sign up for a well test?
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Go to gegwater.com and fill out survey

Respond to mailed survey letter via mail

Email survey to: 

gegwater@spokaneairports.net

Talk to airport, city, and county 

representatives here tonight



Short-term plan to provide safe water:
Public comment period

Submit comments through June 30

• Online: go.ecology.wa.gov/

     CommentSIA-PFAS

• Email: Jeremy.Schmidt@ecy.wa.gov

• Mail: 4601 N. Monroe St. 

Spokane, WA 99205



Long-term plan to provide safe water

• Draft long-term plan submitted May 11

• Ecology provided comments June 2, revision due July 2

• 60-day public comment period and meeting when final

• Required scope:

• Point-of-entry treatment (POET) or connection to city 
water for contaminated private wells in the affected area

• Testing for ALL private wells in the affected area

• Every year for wells with PFAS

• Every 2 years for wells without PFAS
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SIA investigation timeline

April 2024–

mid 2025 Spring 2026

Site Assessment Report

Initial PFAS Investigation

Late 2025 2026

Draft RI/FS Work Plan

2027/2028

Remedial Investigation work*

Fall 2028*

RI Report**
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Interim actions – Initiated 2/10/26

*May take longer depending on investigation iterations

**RI and FS reports available for public comment

Spring 2029*

FS Report**



Open discussion
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