




































































































































































































Zip Code Post Office 
98001 Auburn 

98003 Federal Way 

98023 Federal Way 

98031 Kent 

98032 Kent 

98055 Renton 

98070 Vashon 

98106 Seattle 

98108 Seattle 

98116 Seattle 

98118 Seattle 

98126 Seattle 

98134 Seattle 

98136 Seattle 

98168 Seattle 

98178 Seattle 

98303 Anderson Island 

98327 Dupont 

98332 Gig Harbor 

98333 Fox Island 

98335 Gig Harbor 

98359 Olalla 

98366 Port Orchard 

98367 Port Orchard 

98388 Steilacoom 

98402 Tacoma 

98403 Tacoma 

98405 Tacoma 

98406 Tacoma 

98407 Tacoma 

98409 Tacoma 

98416 Tacoma 

98421 Tacoma 

98422 Tacoma 

98433 Tacoma 

98498 Lakewood 

98499 Lakewood 

98503 Lacey 

98513 Olympia 

98516 Olympia 

98032* Kent 

98146* Seattle 

98148* Seattle 

98158* SeaTac 

98166* Seattle 

98188* Seattle 

98198* Seattle 

98465* Tacoma 

98466* Tacoma 

98467* University Place 
 

Private Schools 
Annie Wright School Tacoma 

Burien SDA School Seattle 

Charles Wright Academy Tacoma 

Covenant High School Tacoma 

Des Moines Creek School Des Moines 

Earlington Elementary School Seattle 

Evergreen Lutheran High School Des Moines 

Explorer West Seattle 

Faith Lutheran School Lacey 

Family Academy/Academy NW Seattle 

Federal Way Christian Academy Federal Way 

Freedom School Seattle 

Glendale Lutheran School Burien 

Hamlin Robinson School Seattle 

Harbor Christian High School Gig Harbor 

Heritage Christian School Tacoma 

Holy Family School Lacey 

Holy Rosary Elementary Seattle 

Holy Trinity Lutheran School Des Moines 

Hope Lutheran School Seattle 

JF Kennedy Memorial High School Seattle 

Kent View Christian School Kent 

Lakewood Lutheran School Lakewood 

Learning Way School Seattle 

Lighthouse Christian School Gig Harbor 

Normandy Park Academy Seattle 

Our Lady of Guadalupe School Seattle 

Seabury School Tacoma 

SeaTac Christian Academy SeaTac 

Seattle Christian School Seattle 

Seattle Lutheran High School Seattle 

Shorewood Christian School Seattle 

St. Charles Borromeo School Tacoma 

St. Christopher Academy Seattle 

St. Patrick School Tacoma 

St. Vincent De Paul School Federal Way 

Steilacoom Classical Academy Steilacoom 

West Seattle Christian School Seattle 

West Seattle Montessori School Seattle 

Westside School Seattle 

Public School Districts 
 
Clover Park 

 
Seattle 

Federal Way Steilacoom 

Highline* Tacoma 

Kent Tukwila* 

North Thurston University Place* 

Peninsula Vashon Island* 

Renton  
A * indicates completely in service area; others partially overlap service area. 
Website: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/sites/tacoma_smelter/ts_hp.htm 
Please contact Ecology’s Soil Safety Program Coordinator:  Mark Kastenbaum 
Phone: 360-407-6262   E-mail:  MKAS461@ecy.wa.gov   



Q: Am I required to participate in the Soil Safety Program? 
 
A: Yes.  Schools and childcares within the Soil Safety Program service area are required to 
participate.  Schools and childcares within the service area have a greater potential for polluted 
soil than those outside the service area.  Schools include both public and private schools.  
Childcares include both childcare centers and home childcares.  The program also includes 
preschools and Head Start programs, and Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program 
(ECEAP) facilities. 
 
By law, schools and childcares within the service area must provide property access for soil 
testing.  If test results are above state standards, Ecology will offer free design assistance, labor 
and materials for soil safety actions.  See page 8 for more about soil safety actions and test 
results.   
 
This is a free program to assist you in creating a safer and healthier setting for children in your 
care.  You are encouraged to use this free program while funding and assistance are available. 
 
 
Q: What funding and resources are available? 
 
A: We believe we have enough funding for soil testing and soil safety actions at schools and 
childcares in the service area.  We expect to offer free testing and soil safety actions at least 
through December 2009.  
 
For more details about funding and resources set aside for the program, please read Soil Safety 
Program – Facts about Funding and Resources.  See the last page of this handout for where to 
get a copy of the fact sheet. 
 
 
Q: Who will test my soil? 
 
A: Your local health department will evaluate your child play areas and, if needed, test your 
soil.  These services will be free. 
 
This handout should have arrived with a letter from your local health department asking 
permission to come and test soil in your play areas.  Your letter should include a soil testing 
permission form.  To receive a free evaluation and soil testing, you must complete and return the 
form to your local health department.  Once the health department receives your form, they will 
call you to set up a convenient time to test your play area soils. 
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Q: What if the health department already tested my soil for smelter arsenic 
and lead? 

 
A: If the health department or Ecology’s contractor has already sampled your soil for 
smelter arsenic and lead, please call the health department and let them know you received the 
cover letter and form by mistake.  If the health department or Ecology’s contractor has already 
tested your soil and the levels are of concern, Ecology will contact you in late spring or early 
summer 2006 to assist you with soil safety actions. 
 
 
Q: When will the health department test my soil? 
 
A: The Soil Safety Program service area is big – almost 315 square miles.  We estimate it 
will take four years to serve all the schools and childcares in the area.  Described below are the 
local health departments’ timelines for testing soil at schools and childcares. 
 

King County Service Area  
The King County part of the service area currently has 123 public and private schools, 
and over 380 childcares.  
 

Schools:  Public Health – Seattle & King County will offer soil testing to all 
public and private schools in the King County service area in April – May 2006.  
Soil testing will take several months, lasting through the summer. 
 
Childcares:  In late summer 2006, Public Health – Seattle & King County will 
begin offering soil testing to childcares.  The table below lists where and when the 
health department will generally offer soil testing. 

 
 

General Location of 
Childcares 

 
General Start Time for 

Childcares 
Vashon-Maury Island Summer 2006 
Federal Way/Auburn Fall 2006 
DesMoines/Kent Spring 2007 
Normandy 
Park/Burien/SeaTac/Tukwila 

Fall 2007 

Seattle Spring 2008 
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Pierce County Service Area 
The Pierce County part of the service area currently has 65 public and private schools, 
and over 170 childcares.   
 

Schools:  The Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department will offer soil testing to 
all public and private schools in the Pierce County service area in April – May 
2006.  Soil testing will take several months, lasting through the summer. 

 
Childcares:  In late winter 2007, the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department 
will begin offering soil testing to childcares.  The table below shows general 
locations and start times for soil testing. 

 
 

General Location of 
Childcares 

 
General Start Time for 

Childcares 
North Tacoma, N.E. Tacoma Winter 2007 – Spring 2007 

West Tacoma Summer 2007 

University Place Fall 2007 

Lakewood, Steilacoom Winter 2008 

Gig Harbor Spring 2008 

Fort Lewis Summer 2008 

 
 
Q: What can I do to create a healthier environment for children while I am 
waiting to get my play area soil tested? 
 
A: Please contact your local health department for information about what you can do while 

waiting to get your soil tested.  See contact information for Public Health – Seattle & 
King County and Tacoma – Pierce County Health Department on the last page of this 
handout. 

 
 
Q: How will Ecology help me with soil safety actions? 
 
A: As soon as we have your test results, Ecology will see if they meet state standards.  If 
your soil test results don’t meet state standards (see page 10), Ecology will contact you to set up 
a meeting.  Not meeting the arsenic and/or lead standards means there is a problem that needs 
attention.  Ecology will explain the test results, and talk about different soil safety actions that 
will help protect you and the children in your care.  Together, we will make a Soil Safety Action 
Plan for you.  Ecology and the health departments will then provide the funding, labor and/or 
educational resources to carry out these actions.  
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Q: What are soil safety actions? 
 
A:  Soil safety actions are actions we can take to protect children from soil arsenic and lead.  
These actions also help protect adults working at schools and childcares.  You are probably 
already taking actions that are positive and helpful.  Many soil safety actions are common sense 
and easy to do – and have health benefits beyond reducing contact with arsenic and lead.  
 
Some simple soil safety actions you can take now include: 

 Keep children from putting dirt in their mouths 
 Wash hands and faces after playing outside and before eating 
 Keep dirt outside by using a door mat 
 Wash children’s toys and pacifiers often 

 
Other soil safety actions, which take time to design and plan, include: 

 Cover soil with sod or wood chips, or other material approved for child play areas 
 Mix the soil  
 Remove the soil and take to a landfill 

 
Ecology will work with you to select the actions best suited for your school or childcare. 
 
 
Q: What will my test results show? 
 
A: Soil testing will provide a general picture of soil arsenic and lead in your play areas.  The 
health department will take about eight samples of soil from each play area at your school or 
childcare.  Ecology will average the results, and look at the maximum amount of arsenic and 
lead.  Ecology will then compare the results with state standards.  The table below lists the 
arsenic and lead amounts Ecology will use to determine if a school or childcare needs a Soil 
Safety Action Plan. 
 

Amounts of arsenic and lead and when Soil Safety Action Plan is needed 
 

Measure Arsenic 
in parts per million (ppm) 

Lead 
in parts per million (ppm) 

Average of 
Soil Test 
Results 

20 ppm or less Over 20 ppm 250 ppm or less Over 250 ppm 

Maximum 
Amount Found 

40 ppm or less Over 40 ppm 500 ppm or less Over 500 ppm 

Will schools 
and childcares 
need a Soil 
Safety Action 
Plan? 

No – Some 
limited resources 
and advice on 
actions will be 
provided upon 
request 

Yes – Ecology 
and your local 
health department 
will provide 
resources for a 
Soil Safety 
Action Plan 

No – Some 
limited resources 
and advice on 
actions will be 
provided upon 
request 

Yes – Ecology 
and your local 
health department 
will provide 
resources for a 
Soil Safety 
Action Plan 
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Once you have the test results, you can make an informed decision on what to do next.  If the 
average or maximum amounts of arsenic or lead in your soil don’t meet state standards, Ecology 
will work with you to develop a Soil Safety Action Plan for your school or childcare. 
 
The Soil Safety Program Design report describes the reasoning behind the state standards and 
amounts chosen for the program.  You can get a copy of the report from Ecology’s Tacoma 
Smelter Plume website or by calling Ecology’s Soil Safety Program Coordinator listed on the 
last page of this handout. 
 
 
Q: What must schools and childcares do? 
 
A: Here is what you have to do as an important partner in the Soil Safety Program: 
 
Soil Testing – All schools and childcares must have their soil tested. 
 

� Give permission for local health departm ent staff to take soil from your play 

 
  

�

areas by signing a property access form. 

� Provide a simple drawing of your property and buildings, if you have one. 

� Answer questions about the history and use of your property, including where
children play. 

 Receive your soil test results and learn what they mean.  If the soil test results 
show low amounts of arsenic and lead in your play areas, you will receive a letter 

and 

our 

 law 
quire afety 

Action
advantage 
 

 
reso
gen

 

describing your test results and what they mean, and a certificate of appreciation 
window decal for taking part in the program.  No other action is required of schools 
and childcares with low amounts of arsenic and lead.   

 
Your local health department and Ecology staff will be available to answer y
questions about soil test results.  Ecology and your local health department can also 
provide advice if you want to use your own funding to put actions in place.  

 
Soil Safety Action Plan – Schools and childcares with arsenic and lead above state 
tandards will be highly encouraged to put a Soil Safety Action Plan in place.  The states

re s schools and childcares with arsenic and lead above state standards to put a Soil S
 Plan in place, or notify parents and families in writing of the test results.  To take 

of free soil safety action design assistance, labor and materials, you will need to: 

� Work with Ecology to create a Soil Safety Action Plan for your school or 
childcare.  You will need to sign a Soil Safety Action Plan agreement to reserve free 

urces.  The plan will be designed just for your setting and situation, and will 
erally have two parts: 
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Actions such as hand washing, using doormats, and other steps to make a safer 
and healthier setting for children.  A local health depar

• 
tment expert will offer fun 

and creative tools you can use to engage children in healthy behaviors. 
• Actions that require design and planning such as covering or removing polluted 

soil, or redesigning play areas.  Ecology will work with administrators, owners,
and/or operators to identify the best approach - recognizing the need to coo
work with other priorities at your school or childcare. 

 
rdinate 

 lp 
ut you will need to make sure they continue into the 

 you to 
estimate maintenance costs before asking for your signature on the Soil Safety Action 
Plan agreement. 

ibes 

s are still working well for your school or childcare.  

willing to give us 
edback on program services and materials.  We have provided a grant to the Washington Child 
are Resource and Referral Network to survey childcares occasionally to learn how we can 
prove the program.   

e also invite you to call or email the Soil Safety Program Coordinator with any questions, 
eas or suggestions you may have.  Please see the next page for how to reach the coordinator 

nd where to learn more about the Soil Safety Program.   

 

 
 

Thank you! 
We look forward to working with you to make schools and childcares a 

healthier and safer place for children. 
 

� Maintain the soil safety actions.  Ecology and your local health department can he
get soil safety actions started – b
future.  Upkeep of soil safety actions such as hand washing, landscaping, and play 
area groundcovers will be your responsibility.  Ecology will work with

� Post a certificate that praises your participation in the program and descr
your Soil Safety Action Plan. 

� Allow Ecology staff to visit your school or childcare occasionally, to ensure soil 
safety action

 
 
 

 addition to the above items, we hope schools and childcares will be In
fe
C
im
 
W
id
a
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Where to Learn More about the Soil Safety Program 
 
Please contact Washington State Department of Ecology for general program information. 
 
Ecology’s website contains program details: 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/sites/tacoma_smelter/ts_hp.htm 
 

Ecology’s Safety Program Coordinator is ready to answer your questions: 
Mark Kastenbaum 
Washington Department of Ecology, Toxics Cleanup Program 
PO Box 47775 
Olympia, WA 98504-7775 

Phone   360-407-6262 
E-mail  Mkas461@ecy.wa.gov 
TTY   711, or 1-800-833-6388 

 
You are encouraged to contact your local health department for soil testing information. 

 
Sid Forman 
Public Health – Seattle & King County 
999 3rd Avenue, Suite 1200, Seattle, WA  98104 

Phone  206-205-8070 
E-mail  Sid.Forman@METROK.GOV 
TTY  711 

 
Glenn Rollins 
Tacoma – Pierce County Health Department 
3629 South D Street, Tacoma, WA  98148-6813 

Phone  253-798-3503 
E-mail  GRollins@tpchd.org 
TDD  253-798-6050 

 
The Washington State Childcare Resource and Referral Network has a state public 
participation grant to assist childcares in understanding and participating in the Soil 
Safety Program.  Childcares are encouraged to contact them with questions. 
 
  Ryan Pricco 
  Washington State Child Care Resource and Referral Network 

917 Pacific Avenue South, Suite 600 
Tacoma, WA  98402 

  Phone  253-383-1735, ext. 26 
  E-mail  ryan@childcarenet.org 
  Website http://www.childcarenet.org/ 
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ABC Childcare
…is a Soil Smart childcare! 
The Washington Department of Ecology certifies this childcare tested its  
soil, and is taking the following actions to protect children and staff from  
arsenic and lead. 
 

 Informing employees, children and parents. 
 

Keeping children from eating dirt. 
 

 Washing hands/face with soap and water after playing in soil, and before eating. 
  

ils. 

 

amp mopping floors and dusting with damp cloth to control dust. 
 

 

 Covered  contaminated soil. 
 

 

 Using scrub brushes to clean na
 
 Using doormats at every door. 

 Washing children’s toys, bedding, and pacifiers frequently. 
 

 D

Washing outside toys and play equipment. 
 

 Maintaining soil cover material. 

 

Name Xxx, Childcare Director 

ABC Childcare 
Jay Manning, Director 

Washington Department of Ecology 

Soil Safety Program, Washington Department of Ecology: 360.407.6300

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sites/tacoma_smelter/ts_hp.htm 
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Notification of 
DSHS licensors 
about childcares 
being contacted, 
and test results 

King County and 
Pierce County 
DSHS licensors 

Enable licensors 
to support 
program during 
site visits and 
other 
communications 
with childcares 

Ecology 
(Mark) 

Ecology provides information to 
licensors on a frequent (at least 
monthly) basis regarding who is 
being contacted, test results, and 
follow-up actions  
 

Step 5: Property 
Access 
Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 
Step 10: BMP 
Program 
 

Classroom 
curriculum and 
presentations 
(existing and being 
developed) 

Individual 
schools and 
childcares 

Encourage 
Healthy Actions 

PHSKC and 
TPCHD 

Provided by HDs in cooperation 
with Ecology regarding timing and 
recipients 

PHSKC – 
Step 7: Soil Sampling 
and 
Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 
Step 10: BMP 
Program 
 
TPCHD – 
Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification and 
beyond 
Step 10: BMP 
Program 
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Laboratory results 
of sampling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schools and 
childcares  
 

Use to decide 
which schools 
and childcares 
need healthy 
actions. 
 
Inform 
management, 
legislature 

Health 
Departments 
and Ecology 
(Mark) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HDs evaluate results. Ecology 
makes determination.  
 
Ecology does press releases, 
reports to legislature, makes 
available as appropriate. 
 
This information is part of public 
record – so anyone will be able to 
access. 

Step 8: 
Evaluation of Results  
 

Results Letters 
 
o Below criteria 
o Above criteria 
 
*Translated as needed for 
home childcares. 

Schools and 
childcares  

Clearly share 
sampling results 
and next steps 
to take 

Ecology 
creates model 
letters (Mark)  
 
 

Mailed to school districts, private 
schools and childcares with low 
levels (no actions required), with 
certificate and window decal. 
PHSKC and TPCHD mail or 
hand-deliver. 
 
Hand-delivered to school districts, 
private schools and childcares that 
need to take actions. Ecology and 
Health Depts. hand-deliver to 
those with results above criteria. 
 

Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 

Tip Sheet for 
Talking with 
Parents and Media  

Private schools 
and childcares 

Provide support 
on sharing 
results, 
answering 
tough questions 

Ecology 
(Cedar and 
Sandy) 

Delivered with results to those 
with results above criteria 

Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 
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Certificate 
and Window Decal  
 
*Translated as needed for 
home childcares. 

Individual 
schools and 
childcares 

Reward their 
completion of 
sampling 

Ecology 
(Cedar creates, 
Mark and HDs 
deliver) 

See above. Only for those below 
criteria (at this step in process) 

Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 

Sampling Guidance 
brochure – Large 
scale child use area  
 
*Translated Spanish and 
Russian.  
 

Schools and 
childcare centers 
that want to do 
additional 
sampling 

Encourage 
voluntary 
sampling 

Ecology 
(Dawn 
Hooper)  

Make available to schools and 
childcare centers with their 
sampling results 
 
 

Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 

Display ad 
 
*Translated into languages as 
needed for certain 
publications. 

School and 
childcare 
“customers” 

Provide kudos 
to schools and 
childcares that 
have been 
sampled and 
want such 
recognition. 

Ecology 
(Cedar) 

Published in major newspapers 
and parent-oriented publications  

Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 
 

Property Access 
and Service 
Agreement  
 
*No translations for schools 
and corporate childcares. 
 
*Translations as needed for 
home childcares. 

Schools and 
childcares that 
agree to 
implement 
Healthy Actions 

Legal 
commitment to 
take action. 
 
States services 
and resources 
Ecology and 
HDs will 
provide. 

Ecology 
(Mark) 

Provide draft in person with 
results 
 
 
Provide final after negotiations 
completed 

Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 
 
Step 10: BMP 
Program 
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Checklist of 
Actions for 
Childcares – Steps 
to take now, Steps 
to plan for, and cost 
examples 
 
*Translations as needed for 
home childcares. 

Childcares  
 

Provide list of 
actions Ecology 
and HDs will 
provide, and 
what the 
childcare must 
do. 
 
Provide cost 
examples 
relevant to large 
and small 
childcares. 

Ecology 
(Mark) 

Provide to sampled childcares 
with results  
 
Once completed, attach to 
Ecology’s property access and 
service agreement  

Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 

Sample parent 
notification letter 
 
*Translations as needed for 
home childcares. 

Schools and 
childcares who 
haven’t 
completed 
healthy actions 
within 6 months 
of results 
 
 

Provide sample 
letter to make 
expectations 
clear and 
encourage 
notification 
regardless of 
results 

Ecology 
(Mark) 
 
 

Provide to schools and childcares 
with sampling results if over 
criteria. Also encourage positive 
letter announcing their 
participation and taking actions as 
they do them. 
 
Resend/remind at 5 months if 
Healthy Actions are not 
implemented 

Step 9: Property 
Owner/Operator 
Notification 
 
Step 10: BMP 
Program 
 
 

Certificate and 
Window Decal 
 
*Translations as needed for 
home childcares. 

Individual 
schools and 
childcares who 
complete 
Healthy Actions 

Acknowledge 
schools and 
childcares  

Ecology 
(Cedar creates, 
Mark delivers) 

Same as those noted above, except 
extra language on certificate about 
actions required.  
Mailed or hand-delivered once 
healthy actions are in place. 

Step 10: BMP 
Program 
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Evaluation and 
assessment  

Program staff 
and partners,  
Ad Hoc 
Advisory Group, 
agency 
management, 
legislature 

Feedback for 
adapting 
program 

Ecology (Mark 
with data 
provided by 
HDs in some 
cases) 

HD sampling teams and outreach 
staff provides input to database for 
tracking (e.g. have childcares 
already heard about program, 
access rates, etc.) 
 
Ecology oversees student project 
and/or The Network survey of 
childcares that evaluates services 
by November 2006. 

Ongoing 
 
Ad Hoc Advisory 
Group meetings (see 
above) 
 
Step 12: Reports to 
Legislature 
December 2006 
December 2008 

Updates and 
summary reports 
 
 

Legislature; 
agency 
management, 
Childcare orgs 

Provide results 
 
 

Ecology 
(Marian and 
Mark) 

Deliver when directed by Ecology 
management or legislation 
deadlines 
 

Step 12: Reports to 
Legislature 
December 2006 
December 2008 
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Model Permission to Sample Cover Letter 
[HEALTH DEPARTMENT LETTERHEAD] 

Date 

Dear MAIL MERGE 

New state law – Free Soil Safety Program for your [childcare or school] 
I am writing you about a new program intended to protect children from the harmful effects of 
arsenic and lead.  Called the Soil Safety program, the program is part of a new state law (Chapter 
70.140 Revised Code of Washington).  The law requires all childcares and schools with soil 
possibly polluted by the Tacoma Asarco smelter to have their soil tested for arsenic and lead. 
Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) funds the program and works in partnership with 
the [HEALTH DEPT NAME] (health department).  The health department provides free soil 
sampling, education and assistance.  (Please read the enclosed Soil Safety Program handout for 
details.) 
Please sign up for free soil testing by filling out and returning the enclosed permission form.  
Once I receive your signed form, I will call you and set up a soil testing day and time that is 
convenient for you.  
 
Soil testing crews will: 
 Evaluate the property to see if children may come in contact with polluted soil. 
 Take soil samples from child play areas, if needed (samples will be taken from top 6 inches 

of soil). 
 Refill sampling holes. 
 Have soil samples tested by a certified laboratory. 

 
If the amount of arsenic and/or lead in your soil is above state standards, the health department 
and Ecology will work with you and provide free assistance to make your childcare a safer and 
healthier place for children. 
Please sign and return the enclosed permission form within two weeks to ensure you receive the 
soil sampling and related free services in a timely way.  If you have any questions, please call me 
at XXX-XXX-XXXX or send an email to [STAFF EMAIL].  For TTY, please call XXX or 1-
800-XXX-XXXX.  
 
You may also log on to Ecology’s website at [WEBSITE ADDRESS] for more information about 
the Soil Safety Program, the state law (RCW 70.140), arsenic and lead, and other soil safety 
resources. You can also find information about the program on our website at [WEBSITE 
ADDRESS].  
 
Thank you for your time.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

DIRT 

ALERT LOGO 
 
[NAME] 
[TITLE] 
[HEALTH DEPARTMENT NAME] 
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Model Permission to Sample Form 

 
 

Health 

Dept Logo
 
 
 

Soil Safety Program 
Permission to Sample Play Area Soils Form 

________________________________________________ 
 
State law (Chapter 70.140.030 RCW) requires schools and childcares 

to provide access for soil testing. 
 
Under the law, the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) is 

to evaluate schools and childcares for soil polluted by the former Asarco 
smelter in Tacoma, and test soils as needed.  Under a grant from Ecology, 
[Health Department name] will evaluate play areas, collect soil samples, and 
deliver soil to a certified lab for testing of arsenic and lead.  [Health 
Department name] will provide soil test results to the property Owner or 
Tenant named on page 2 of this form.  Test results will be part of the public 
record and subject to public disclosure. 

 
The undersigned Owner or Tenant gives permission to [Health 

Department name] to enter the property at the location(s) listed on the 
back of this form.  [Health Department name] will enter the property 
for the purpose of evaluating and testing for polluted soil in children’s 
play areas.  [Health Department name] will only enter the property at a 
time pre-arranged with the Owner or Tenant. 

 
If the Owner or Tenant does not provide access for evaluating and 

testing soils, Ecology will list the school or childcare as non-compliant with 
state law and provide the list to the state legislature.  Ecology will also list 
non-compliant schools and childcares in public records that are subject to 
public disclosure. 

 
 
Signature 
 

Date 
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Soil Safety Program 
Permission to Sample Play Area Soils Form 

Page 2 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of Owner or Tenant:(please 
print) 

Phone: 
 
 

Mailing Address: 
 
 

Email Address: 

Facility (1) Address: 
 
 

Facility (2) Address: 
 

Facility (3) Address: 
 
 

Facility (4) Address: 
 

Name of Property Owner:(if 
applicable) 

 

Phone: 

Mailing Address: 
 
 

Email Address: 

 
Is there anything the sampling crew should be aware of when taking soil samples (dogs, 

gates or fences, buried pipes or cables, etc.)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Has there been any work on the property, such as landscaping or digging?  If yes, please 

describe the work and when it happened. 
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Model Soil Safety Action Plan Agreement Form 
 

AGREEMENT FOR  
SOIL SAFETY ACTION PLAN 

 
This is an agreement between the Department of Ecology (Ecology), 

___________________________________________ (Property Owner), and 
___________________________________________ (Tenant, if applicable). 

 
The purpose of this agreement is to: 

 Document the recommended Soil Safety Action Plan for your Property (the Work) 
 Define the conditions of the Work 

 
State law (Chapter 70.140.030 RCW) requires the Department of Ecology (Ecology) to notify 
schools and childcares of test results indicating the presence of soil contamination and steps 
necessary to implement soil safety actions.  Ecology will provide financial assistance to 
implement the soil safety actions.  Ecology and {local health department name} will provide 
technical assistance.  If soil safety actions are not addressed within six months, the law requires 
you to notify parents or guardians of test results. 

 
The attached checklist documents the recommended Soil Safety Action Plan for your Property.  
The Work detailed in the checklist will be performed by Ecology, its agents, employees, 
contractors and subcontractors, the health department and you. 

 
The conditions of the Work are as follows:   

 
(1) Duration of Agreement: 
This Agreement is effective when all parties have signed below, and will remain in effect 
until certification by Ecology that all Work relating to the Property has been satisfactorily 
completed. 

 
(2) Conducting the Work: 
The health department will provide education for soil safety actions.  Ecology will perform 
the construction elements of the Work.   

 
(3) Compliance with Applicable Laws and Regulations: 
Ecology agrees to perform the Work in a professional manner and in compliance with any 
federal, state, or local laws, ordinances, or regulations which may be applicable.  

 
(4) Expense: 

Ecology will pay the expense of the Work. 
 

(5) Grant of Access: 
Property Owner/Tenant grants Ecology, its agents, employees, contractors and 
subcontractors, access to enter the Property for the purpose of performing the Work. 

 
(6) Availability of Access: 
Ecology shall have access to the Property at all reasonable times for the duration of this 
Agreement.  Access to the property shall be solely for the purpose of carrying out the terms 
of this Agreement. 
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(7) Responsibilities of Property Owner/Tenant:   
Property Owner/Tenant responsibilities include: 

 
1. Implementing soil safety actions with children. 
2. Removing obstructions from the Work site, including:  boats, trailers, vehicles, 

swing sets, wood piles. 
3. Removing flower bulbs or plants an occupant may wish to save. 
4. Providing water for dust control and watering plants during the Work. 
5. Watering and maintaining replacement sod. 
6. Maintaining cover material placed in play areas. 

 
If the Property is rented, the Tenant shall assist in obtaining approval from the Property 
Owner for access to the Property necessary for Ecology to perform the terms of this 
Agreement if Ecology is unable to obtain such access.   

 
Property Owner/Tenant shall have the opportunity to review and approve of the plan for the 
Work and re-landscaping of the Property prior to the initiation of the Work.  

 
(8) Responsibilities of Ecology: 
Ecology responsibilities include: 

 
1. At completion of the Work, maintain or replace landscape features affected by 

the Work to approximate original condition. 
2. Work in a safe manner in accordance with health and safety plans to prevent 

damage to site features or hazards to property tenants. 
3. Provide visual safety barriers (e.g. caution tape) around Work site. 
4. Reduce dust and noise impacts as much as possible.  Dust will be kept at a 

minimum by spraying water on Work site. 
5. Provide instructions on care of sod, new vegetation, etc., upon completion of 

Work. 
6. Provide documentation of the Work performed on the property including a copy 

of the access agreement and attachments and a summary of the Work performed. 
 

(9) Indemnification: 
Property Owner/Tenant agrees to indemnify and save and hold Ecology, its employees, and 
agents harmless from any and all claims or causes of action for death or injuries to persons or 
for loss or damage to property arising from or on account of acts or omissions of Property 
Owner/Tenant, its employees, agents, or contractors in implementing this agreement.  
However, the Property Owner/Tenant shall not indemnify Ecology nor save nor hold its 
employees and agents harmless from any claims or causes of action arising out of the 
negligent acts of Ecology, its employees, consultants, and contractors, in implementing the 
activities pursuant to this Agreement. 

 
(10) Miscellaneous: 
This agreement is the entire agreement between the parties.  Changes to this agreement are 
only valid if they are put in writing and signed by the parties.  This Agreement shall be 
interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Washington.  This Agreement shall be 
effective as of the date signed.   
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/sites/tacoma_smelter/ts_hp.htm
http://www.tpchd.org/dirtalert
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/sites/tacoma_smelter/ts_hp.htm
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haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix D Model Letters and Forms



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix D Model Letters and Forms



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix D Model Letters and Forms



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix D Model Letters and Forms



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix D Model Letters and Forms



haoy461
Typewritten Text

























































haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G



haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G



haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text



haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text



haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text

haoy461
Typewritten Text



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G



haoy461
Typewritten Text
Appendix G






































	PHSKC_SSP_Implementation_Plan_rev12-09.pdf
	1.0     SOIL SAFETY PROGRAM BACKGROUND
	1.1 Recent Legislation
	1.2 Contaminants of Concern

	2.0 SOIL SAFETY PROGRAM ORGANIZATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES
	3.0 SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES
	3.1 Scope
	3.2 Objectives
	3.3 Definition Of Soil Safety Program Service Area 
	3.4 Sampling Methodology For Schools And Childcares 
	3.4.1 King County Sampling and Selection Priorities
	3.4.2 Selecting Play Areas (Decision Units) 
	3.4.3  Sampling within Play Areas
	3.4.4 Number Of Borings
	3.4.5 Boring Locations


	4.0 DATA COLLECTION ACTIVITIES
	4.1 Access Agreements  
	4.2 Sampling Within Play Areas
	4.2.1 Number of Sample Locations
	4.2.2 Sampling Depths
	4.2.3 Sample Locations
	4.2.4 Sampling Procedure
	4.2.5 Other Data Collection Activities


	5.0 DATA MANAGEMENT
	5.1 Sample Management
	5.2 Management of Hard Copy Data
	5.3 Management of Electronic Data 
	5.4 Responsibilities
	5.4.1 King County Environmental Laboratory (KCEL)  
	5.4.2 PHSKC
	5.4.3 Ecology
	5.4.4 Data Entry
	5.4.5 Data Retrieval
	5.4.3  Data QC


	6.0 DATA EVALUATION AND NOTIFICATION OF RESULTS
	7.0 REFERENCES

	SSP_ECY_Implementation_Plan.pdf
	Department of Ecology
	Soil Safety Program
	1.0 Introduction
	2.0 Project Description
	2.1   Overview
	2.2   Definition of the Soil Safety Service Area
	2.3   Identification of Child Use Areas
	2.5   Sampling Strategy
	3.0 TASK DESCRIPTIONS
	3.1   Access
	3.2   Qualitative Assessment
	3.3   Sample Numbering Scheme
	3.4   Field Log Information
	Aerial photographs of each property will be used during sampling. The photographs will come from the county that initially sampled the property or from a website with the best aerial photograph of the associated play area.  During sampling the boring ...

	3.5   Equipment
	3.6   Field Preparation
	3.7   Sample Protocol
	3.8   Quality Control Samples for Field Collection
	3.9   Decontamination and Waste Handling
	3.10  Sample Shipping & Chain of Custody
	3.11  Data Management
	3.11.1  Sample Management
	3.11.2  Management of Hardcopy Data
	3.11.3  Electronic Data Management System
	3.11.4 Staff Data Quality Review
	3.11.5 Soil Safety Tracking System
	3.12 Soil Safety Action Plans
	3.12 Soil Safety Actions

	Model Parent Notification Letter.pdf
	We want to inform you that [Name of Childcare] participated in the Soil Safety Program.  The Soil Safety Program is part of a new state law (Chapter 70.140 Revised Code of Washington).  The law requires all childcares and schools with soil possibly polluted by the Tacoma Asarco smelter to have their soil tested for arsenic and lead.
	The [HEALTH DEPARTMENT NAME] took soil samples from our play areas to determine the amount of lead and arsenic in the soil.  Arsenic and/or lead were found above the state standards.  




