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December 6, 2013 
 
Mr. Charles Gruenenfelder 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
Eastern Regional Office 
N. 4601 Monroe 
Spokane, Washington  99205 
 
RE: Final Report 

2013 Annual Performance Monitoring 
Black Sand Beach Project 
Stevens County, Washington 
URS Job No. 36310197   

 
Dear Mr. Gruenenfelder: 

 
Presented in this letter report is a summary of the third annual performance monitoring event conducted at 
Black Sand Beach in Stevens County, Washington on October 9, 2013.  The purpose of this report is to 
document changes in the Black Sand Beach, including sediment erosion and/or re-deposition, since 
completion of the Black Sand Beach project in October 2010. The 2013 annual performance monitoring 
event was performed in accordance with a Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) – approved 
Performance Monitoring Plan dated March 2010.   

 
Similar to the 2011 and 2012 annual performance monitoring events, the 2013 annual performance 
monitoring event included obtaining photographs, making visual observations, and performing a 
topographical survey of the Black Sand Beach.   Additionally, this report provides figures showing river 
flow rates and stage elevations obtained from the United States Geological Survey (USPS) website from 
the time when the construction As-Built topographic survey was completed (November 1, 2010) to the 
time of the 2013 annual performance monitoring event (October 9, 2013).  These figures are intended to 
provide information relating to river conditions that resulted in the changes to the Black Sand Beach 
configuration (i.e., erosion and deposition) that are documented in this report.  
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Black Sand Beach is a locally recognized beach along the southeastern bank of the Columbia River 
just downstream from the USGS Columbia River Auxiliary Gage Station (also referred to as USGS 
gauging station or gauging station) at approximately river mile 743.   
 
The Black Sand Beach project, which was performed in September and October of 2010, consisted of 
removing approximately 9,100 tons (about 6,500 cubic yards) of sediment containing granulated slag 
from the upland portion of this beach; loading and transporting these sediments to the Trimac facility 
located at 9595 Highway 22A, Trail, British Columbia for future recycling at the Teck Metals, Ltd. 
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Facility in Trail, British Columbia; replacing the beach with clean fill materials; and returning temporary 
road improvements to their original primitive conditions.   
 
The project was conducted by Teck American Incorporated (TAI) pursuant to an Interim Action 
Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCP Agreement) between TAI and Ecology dated July 13, 2009. The 
VCP Agreement is consistent with the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA), Chapter 70.105D RCW, and 
implemented under Chapter 173-340 WAC. 
 
The project was performed in accordance with the Ecology-approved “Final Work Plan for Black Sand 
Beach, Stevens County, Washington” dated August 2010 and associated documents.  Completion of the 
project was documented in “Black Sand Beach Project Completion Report & Performance Monitoring 
Plan, Black Sand Beach, Stevens County, Washington” dated March 2011 (Completion Report).   
 
As described in the VCP Agreement and consistent with the approved Performance Monitoring Plan 
provided in the Completion Report, TAI will perform annual monitoring for a three year period (through 
2013) for a maximum of five years following completion of the Black Sand Beach project (through 
2015).  Following the three year period, Ecology will evaluate findings from the annual monitoring 
program and discuss with TAI possible modifications to the monitoring program including, but not 
limited to, a possible reduction in the duration of annual performance monitoring. The purpose of the 
annual performance monitoring is to record changes in site conditions, including sediment erosion and/or 
re-deposition that may occur in the project site area.   

 
FIELD MONITORING SUMMARY 
 
The 2013 performance monitoring event was performed by URS (Paul McCullough) on October 9, 2013 
in accordance with the Ecology-approved Performance Monitoring Plan.  The monitoring event consisted 
of performing a topographic survey (Daniel Sampson of Survey Solutions) within the area where 
sediments were removed and replaced, documenting visual observations, and obtaining photographs at 
pre-selected stations identified in the Completion Report.  
 
Stakeholders that were present during the 2013 annual performance monitoring event included: 

 The Washington State Department of Ecology (Charles Gruenenfelder and Jeremy Schmidt); 

 The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (Arne Johnson); 

 The Citizens for a Clean Columbia (Joe Wichmann); 

 HDR|HydroQual (Mark Velleux);  

 Local Resident/Adjacent Property Owner (Matt Wolohan); and 

 TAI (Dave Enos and Kris McCaig). 
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The surveyed elevation of the upper Columbia River near the site at the time of the October 9, 2013 
monitoring event was 1,297.9 feet above mean sea level (amsl) based on the North American Vertical 
Datum of 1988 (NAVD88).  The river elevation at the time of the “As-Built” topographic survey 
performed on November 1, 2010 was 1299.3 feet amsl (NAVD88).   

 
RESULTS 
 
Results of the 2013 annual performance monitoring event, and previous monitoring events, are included 
in the following attachments: 
 

 Table 1 – Surface Elevation Measurement and Visual Observation Monitoring Results.  
Table 1 compares surface elevations at established surface elevation monitoring locations at the 
time of the As-Built survey on November 1, 2010 and the 2011 through 2013 Annual 
Performance Monitoring Surveys conducted on October 3, 2011, October 8, 2012, and October 9, 
2013, respectively.  Visual observations of the beach sediments are also recorded for the October 
9, 2013 monitoring event. 

 Figure 1 - 2010 Topographic Survey Map: Figure 1 illustrates 1-foot (ft) topographic elevation 
contours at time of the As-Built Survey following completion of the Black Sand Beach project.  
The topographic survey was performed by a licensed land surveyor (Survey Solutions) on 
November 1, 2010. 

 Figure 2 - 2011 Topographic Survey Map: Figure 2 illustrates 1-ft topographic elevation 
contours at the time of the 2011 Annual Performance Monitoring (October 3, 2011).  This 
topographic survey was performed by Survey Solutions. 

 Figure 3 - 2012 Topographic Survey Map: Figure 3 illustrates 1-ft topographic elevation 
contours at the time of the 2012 Annual Performance Monitoring (October 8, 2012).  This 
topographic survey was performed by Survey Solutions. 

 Figure 4 – 2013 Topographic Survey Map:  Figure 4 illustrates 1-ft topographic elevation 
contours at the time of the 2013 Annual Performance Monitoring (October 9, 2013).  This 
topographic survey was performed by Survey Solutions. 

 Figure 5 – ISOpach 2010 Survey vs 2011 Survey:  Figure 5 illustrates 0.5-ft contours depicting 
the difference in surface elevations between the 2010 and 2011 surveys.  These contours illustrate 
areas where erosion and deposition have occurred.  The calculated volume difference between the 
November 1, 2010 and October 3, 2011 topographical features is a net decrease (loss) of 401 
cubic yards, as calculated using Autodesk Civil 3D® 2011 and survey measurement data from 
Survey Solutions. 

 Figure 6 – ISOpach 2011 Survey vs 2012 Survey:  Figure 6 illustrates 0.5-ft contours depicting 
the difference in surface elevations between the 2011 and 2012 surveys.  These contours illustrate 
areas where erosion and deposition have occurred. The calculated volume difference between the 
October 3, 2011 and October 8, 2012 topographical features is a net decrease (loss) of 77 cubic 
yards, as calculated using Autodesk Civil 3D® 2012 and survey measurement data from Survey 
Solutions. 

 Figure 7 – ISOpach 2010 Survey vs 2012 Survey:  Figure 7 illustrates 0.5-ft contours depicting 
the difference in surface elevations between the 2010 (As-Built) and 2012 surveys.  These 
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contours illustrate areas where erosion and deposition have occurred.  The calculated volume 
difference between the November 1, 2010 and October 8, 2012 topographical features is a net 
decrease (loss) of 479 cubic yards, as calculated using Autodesk Civil 3D® 2012 and survey 
measurement data from Survey Solutions. 

 Figure 8 – ISOpach 2012 Survey vs 2013 Survey:  Figure 8 illustrates 0.5-ft contours depicting 
the difference in surface elevations between the 2012 and 2013 surveys.  These contours illustrate 
areas where erosion and deposition have occurred. The calculated volume difference between the 
October 8, 2012 and October 9, 2013 topographical features is a net decrease (loss) of 149 cubic 
yards, as calculated using Autodesk Civil 3D® 2012 and survey measurement data from Survey 
Solutions. 

 Figure 9 – ISOpach 2010 Survey vs 2013 Survey:  Figure 9 illustrates 0.5-ft contours depicting 
the difference in surface elevations between the 2010 (As-Built) and 2013 surveys.  These 
contours illustrate areas where erosion and deposition have occurred.  The calculated volume 
difference between the November 1, 2010 and October 9, 2013 topographical features is a net 
decrease (loss) of 627 cubic yards, as calculated using Autodesk Civil 3D® 2012 and survey 
measurement data from Survey Solutions. 

 Figure 10 – Performance Monitoring Locations:  Figure 10 depicts locations of pre-selected 
photographic stations and surface elevation monitoring point stations.  These stations were 
identified in the Completion Report for subsequent monitoring and are intended to provide a 
consistent set of locations to document changes in beach conditions over time. 

 Figure 11 – 2010 As-Built Photographs: Figure 11 presents a map showing positions and 
approximate directions that photographs were taken, as well as the corresponding photograph.  
Photographs depicted on this figure were taken in October 2010 and are consistent with those 
presented in Appendix E of the Completion Report. 

 Figure 12 – Performance Monitoring Locations and 2011 Photographs: Figure 12 provides 
photographs taken during the October 3, 2011 Annual Performance Monitoring event.  Surface 
elevations shown on this figure are based on the October 3, 2011 topographic survey. 

 Figure 13 – Performance Monitoring Locations and 2012 Photographs: Figure 13 provides 
photographs taken during the October 8, 2012 Annual Performance Monitoring event.  Surface 
elevations shown on this figure are based on the October 8, 2012 topographic survey. 

 Figure 14 – Performance Monitoring Locations and 2013 Photographs: Figure 14 provides 
photographs taken during the October 9, 2013 Annual Performance Monitoring event.  Surface 
elevations shown on this figure are based on the October 9, 2013 topographic survey. 

 Figure 15 – Discharge at USGS 12399500 Columbia River at International Boundary.  
Figure 15 depicts a time-series graph of the Columbia River discharge in cubic feet per second 
(cfs) measured at USGS station 12399500, Columbia River at International Boundary during the 
period November 1, 2010  through October 9, 2013.  This graph is courtesy of the USGS and was 
downloaded from the USGS website at the following address:  
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=12399500.  Measured river discharges are 
compared to median daily statistics of river discharge over a 74 year period to allow comparison 
of measured discharges since completion of the As-Built survey to historic average values.  As 
illustrated on Figure 15, river flows since completion of the Black Sand Beach project to present 
have generally been at or above historic values over the last 74 years. 
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 Figure 16 – Gage Height at USGS 12399500 Columbia River at International Boundary 
Auxiliary Station.  Figure 16 illustrates river elevations at USGS Auxiliary Gage Station No. 
12399500 during the period November 1, 2010 through October 9, 2013.  This graph is courtesy 
of the USGS and was downloaded from the USGS website address identified above.  This graph 
compares the measured gage heights at this gauging station to median daily statics over a 9 year 
period.  As illustrated on this figure, river elevations since completion of the As-built survey have 
generally been at or above historic trends. 

 Appendix A – Photographic Log:  Appendix A presents photographs of the site at each of the 
designated photographic stations (PP-1 through PP-11).  Each photo station is on a single page to 
facilitate a side-by-side comparison of photographs from 2010 through 2013. 

 Appendix B – Supplemental Photographic Log:  Appendix B presents additional photographs 
taken during the 2013 Annual Performance Monitoring Event.   

 Appendix C – Large Photograph Maps:  Appendix C provides Figures 11 through 14 on larger 
“D-size” paper.   

 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER’S STATEMENT 
 
URS was retained by TAI to perform the Black Sand Beach Project and to conduct the 2011 through 2013 
Performance Monitoring events at Black Sand Beach in Stevens County, Washington.  In that role, URS, 
represented by the undersigned, maintained active involvement in the planning and implementation of the 
various project activities, including performance monitoring. 
 
This report is intended for the sole use of TAI.  The scope of services performed by URS in preparing this 
report may not be appropriate to satisfy the needs of other users, and any use or re-use of this document or 
of its findings presented herein is at the sole risk of said user.  The services performed by URS have been 
conducted in a manner consistent with the level of care and skill ordinarily exercised by members of our 
profession currently practicing under similar conditions in Washington.  The findings presented in this 
report are based on conditions observed at specific site locations at the time of the observation.  
Conditions may change over distance and time.  No other warranty is expressed or implied. 
 
As the designated URS representative, I hereby conclude that, to the best of my knowledge, the work 
summarized in this report has been satisfactorily completed in substantial compliance with the 
Completion Report and other related documents. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paul T. McCullough, P.E. 
Senior Project Engineer 
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Attachments 

 
cc: Kris McCaig, TAI (one copy + electronic DVD) 
 Karin Diven, DFW (electronic DVD) 
 Tim Erkel, USACE (electronic DVD) 

Arne Johnson, DNR (electronic DVD) 
Joseph Wichmann, CCC (one copy + electronic DVD) 
Matt Wolohan, Adjacent Land Owner (one copy + electronic DVD) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG
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Photo No.

B-25
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: North

Description:

Photo Station No. 7

Photo No.

B-26
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: North

Description:

Photo Station No. 7
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Photo No.

B-27
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: 
Northeast

Description:

Photo Station No. 7

Photo No.

B-28
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: 
Southwest

Description:

Photo Station No. 7
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Photo No.

B-29
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: North

Description:

Photo Station No. 8

Photo No.

B-30
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: North

Description:

Photo Station No. 8
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Photo No.

B-31
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: 
Northeast

Description:

Photo Station No. 8

Photo No.

B-32
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: 
Southwest

Description:

Photo Station No. 8
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Photo No.

B-33
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: North

Description:

Photo Station No. 9

Photo No.

B-34
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: 
Northeast

Description:

Photo Station No. 9
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Photo No.

B-41
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: 
Northwest

Description:

Photo Station No. 11

Photo No.

B-42
Photo Taken: 10/09/13

Direction Taken: 

Description:

USGS Gage
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