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’é @ 2 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
ey REGION 10 ,
< PROT® 1200 Sixth Avenue

Seattle, Washington 98101

September 14, 2000
Reply To .
Atin Of: ECL-116

Via Over Night Mail -

JS.Gill
6568 Lambert Cresent

. Delta, British Columbia VAE1R8

Canada
Re: Treoil Industries, Ltd. facility

Dear Mr. Gill;

Thank you for your cooperation in allowing the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) access to your property to conduct a removal assessment at the Treoil facility located at
4242 Alder Grove Road at Cherry Point (west of Ferndale), Washington (“Site”). This letter
serves as a follow up to our various phone conversations and EPA’s Site visit on June 6, 2000.

- The purpose of the EPA removal assessment in June was to characterize the contents of tanks,

contaminated soil, and drums at the Site that potentially contained material regulated under the
Oil Pollution Act, and may have posed a threat of release to nearby surface waters. Due to the
possible presence of abandoned oil related substances, based on information from previous Site
inspections as discussed below, EPA mobilized for an assessment to characterize and inventory
oil products and chemicals, including spills, at the Site.

The following site conditions were noted during previous Site inspections conducted by the
Washington Department of Ecology and Whatcom County Health Department employees:

. Several unused 10,000 to 20,000 gallon tanks;
. Approximately 60 to 70 smaller tanks and reaction vessels;
. Approximately 300 abandoned drums (some leaking);
ﬁ%\ o Two unlocked mobile-home size trailers containing various chemical containers;
) t{";\ @{\, . A partially buried drum that appeared to be the discharge point for the drains from
A < v one of the trailers (labeled “Lab #2" on Figure 2). Approximately 7 drums were
Qv “%x located at the front of this trailer, either full or partially full of unknown materials;
S
e‘% D e Approximately 6 to 8 abandoned drums with unknown contents north of the
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northern warehouse building covered by a blue tarp;

° One of the warehouse buildings on the site currently being used for metal
fabrication;
. -An area near the northeast corner of the containment area covered with a fairly

large volume of copper slag sandblast grit believed to be part of the metal
fabrication opeération; and

. A trailer-mounted propane tank near the entry gate

During the removal assessment, EPA conducted an inventory of the containers in the buildings
and collected water, liquid, soil, and solid samples at various site locations. Samples were not
collected from any of the 44 drums located near the gate as you were in the process of arranging
for removal and disposal. Samples were not collected from the large tanks as the materials inside
the tanks were solids and there was no reasonable means to collect these samples at the time.

- Samples were submitted for combinations of the following analyses: -Target Analyte List metals
(EPA SW-846 methods 6010, 6020, and 7000 series), Semivolatile Organic Compounds (SVOCs
- EPA Method 8270), Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon (TPH) Identification (WDOE Method
NWTPH-HCID), and Extended Range Diesel Petroleum Hydrocarbons (WDOE Method
NWTPH-Dx). , v

Analytical results of samples collected from the containment area indicate petroleum
hydrocarbon contamination in the diesel and heavy oil ranges in addition to some TAL
detections. No SVOCs were detected in either sample. The TPH results for the water sample
exceeded the WDOE Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) ground water cleanup level of 1
milligram per liter (mg/L). The TPH concentration for the sludge collected from the containment
area exceeded the MTCA industrial soil cleanup level. These MTCA values are included for
reference. The containment area floor was covered with water to a depth of two inches, therefore
it is likely that the floor is impermeable and contaminants are not likely to migrate to the soil or
ground water.

Analytical results of the surface soil sample collected from near the containment area indicate
petroleum hydrocarbon contamination in the heavy oil range in addition to some TAL detections.
The MTCA industrial soil TPH cleanup value was exceeded in this sample. This localized
stained area was near the base of a large vertical storage tank. SVOCs were not detected in this
sample, although the quantitation limits were elevated due to chemical interferences.

Analytical results of the sandblast grit/soil sample collected from the containment area indicate
petroleum hydrocarbon contamination in the heavy oil range, Polynuclear Aromatic
Hydrocarbons (PAH:s - a subset of SVOCs), in addition to some TAL detections. The MTCA
industrial soil TPH cleanup value was exceeded in this sample.

Analytical results of sarnplés collected from the rosin dump areas indicate no significant SVOC
detections (elevated detection limits for the solid sample) and some TAL detections. The results



of the liquid sample indicated that there is little, if any, significant contaminant migration from -
the rosin to the soil. . '

Analytical results of the soil sample collected from the stained area near the railroad tracks
containment area indicate no SVOC detections above the sample quantitation limit.

Analytical results of samples collected from near the former laboratory trailers indicate

petroleum hydrocarbon contamination in the diesel range, PAH contamination, and some TAL
detections. The soil sample collected from the south end of laboratory #2 (a former drum storage
location) had a TPH result exceeding the MTCA industrial soil cleanup level. The liquid sample
collected from the bucket near Laboratory #2 contained PAHs at a concentration exceeding the
WDOE MTCA ground water cleanup level; this value is included for reference only as the

bucket was impermeable and contaminants are not likely to migraté from this area to the soil or
ground water.

At the Treoil Industries site there are approximately 40 tanks exceeding 1,000 gallofis it size that
likely are empty or contain solidified material remaining from the operation of the facility, at least
44 55-gallon drums awaiting disposal, two trailers containing several hundred chemical containers,
and areas throughout the site of discarded rosin, sandblast grit, and stained soil. Samples were
collected at 10 locations during the removal assessment and were analyzed for various parameters.
WDOE MTCA cleanup values were exceeded inside the containment area in water and solid
samples for TPH, in a bucket located near laboratory #2 for PAHs, and in two stained soil and the
sandblast grit surface soil sample locations for TPH. The MTCA cleanup values are generally for
reference purposes only but give an indication of the contamination and potential future cleanup
actions at the Site.

Your actions to complete cleanup at the Site should include the removal and disposal of the
remaining drums and contents, the sludge and water inside the secondary containment area, and the-
sandblast grit and rosin material at various locations throughout the site. The chemical containers
inside all buildings should be removed and disposed at a hazardous material facility or through the
Industrial Materials Exchange Program when applicable. Excavation in the areas of other stained
soils should occur until analytical results indicate contamination below the appropriate MTCA
cleanup level. Asnoted above, during the removal assessment conducted by EPA, samples were not
collected from the large tanks. Products remaining in the tanks should be sampled and disposed per
- applicable regulations. All disposal actions must meet applicable national, state, and local
regulations.

Please provide documentation regarding the ongoing disposal activities to me at the following
address.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101




If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 206)553-6709 or, if your questions are of a
legal nature, contact Lisa Castafion, Office of Regional Counsel at (206) 553-0464.

" Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

(7 Rddin
On-Scene Coordinator

cc N. Peck WA-DOE
M. Miller, Whatcom Co. HD

Encl.
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