
 
 

 

RESPONSIVENESS SUMMARY 

Superlon Plastics, Inc. Cleanup Site 

April 27 – May 27, 2009 Public Comment Period 

Agreed Order for a Remedial Investigation,  

Feasibility Study and Interim Action 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by 
Washington State Department of Ecology 

Southwest Regional Office 
Toxics Cleanup Program 

Lacey, Washington 
 

June 2009 



2 
 
 

Contents 

Site Information ............................................................................................................................................ 3 
Site Background ............................................................................................................................................ 3 
Site Location ................................................................................................................................................. 4 
Comment #1: Nigel Blakley, EcoRisk Support Services .............................................................................. 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



3 
 
 

Site Information  

Address:  2116 Tacoma Way, Tacoma 
Site Manager:  Laura Klasner 
Public Involvement Coordinator:  Meg Bommarito 
 
The Washington State Department of Ecology, White Birch Group, LLC and E.I. du Pont de 
Nemours and Company are entering into a legal agreement to begin investigation of 
contamination at the Superlon Plastics property in Tacoma. 
  
The Agreed Order is a legal document that will require White Birch Group, LLC and E.I. du 
Pont de Nemours and Company to: 
  

• Conduct a Remedial Investigation to determine the nature and extent of contamination. 

• Conduct a Feasibility Study to examine possible cleanup options. 
  
The comment period for the Agreed Order ran from April 27 through May 27, 2009.  Public 
comments and Ecology’s responses are summarized in this document. 
 

Site Background 

The 3.1 acre site is located at 2116 Taylor Way in Tacoma between the Blair and Hylebos Waterways. 
From 1925 to 1951, the property was used to produce and warehouse lead-arsenate pesticides.  In 1951, 
the site was sold and operated as a lumber company and wood treatment facility until 1972.  Superlon 
Plastics purchased the site to manufacture plastic piping from 1972 to present.  The company is still in 
operation.   
  
In 1990, an Ecology site investigation led to the discovery of 34 corroded drums on the dirt floor in one of 
the building basements.  Several contaminants were detected above state standards in soil, groundwater 
and standing water. Contaminants include arsenic, cadmium, lead, mercury, gasoline and oil range 
hydrocarbons, pentachlorophenol, tetrachloroethylene, trichloroethylene, cis-1,2-dichloroethylene, vinyl 
chloride, and chloromethane.   
  
Ecology referred the site to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In 1991, EPA performed an 
investigation of the site and recommended further investigation to determine if there was a need for 
removal of contamination. 
  
As part of the Governor’s 2007 Puget Sound Initiative, an effort to restore the health of Puget Sound by 
2020, Ecology’s Toxics Cleanup Program received resources to accelerate cleanups within 1/2 mile of the 
Sound.  Ecology began to reevaluate sites within this area where there had been no action due to lack of 
resources.  Superlon, and several other sites, were evaluated and became high priority sites. 
  
In 2007, Ecology staff investigated the site and discovered the corroded drums were still on the site and 
found no evidence of cleanup. White Birch Group, LLC and E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company and 
Ecology began negotiating the Agreed Order to begin cleanup. 
  
Superlon has been working with Washington State Labor & Industries to ensure the safety and health of 
their employees. Several steps have been taken to make sure employee health is protected. 
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