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Public Comment on the Draft Interim
Action Report & SEPA Documents

Ecology is holding a public comment period from May
1-30, 2003, during which you may comment on the
draft Interim Action Report, SEPA environmental
checklist, and SEPA DNS. These documents are
available at the information repositories listed on the
first page of thisfact sheet.

The Edmonds Citizen’'s Awareness Committee
(ECAC) will hold a public meeting on the proposed
cleanup activities on May 14, 2003, at the Edmonds
City Hall (see box on page 1 for details). ECAC
receives grant funding from Ecology to hire
independent consultants to review technical documents
for the UNOCAL Edmonds site. The consultants
review cleanup reports and provide comments to
Ecology and UNOCAL. They aso provide
explanations of technical reports so ECAC can provide
education to the community and encourage your
involvement. For more information about ECAC
activities, contact Frances Murphy at (425) 743-3339.

Once the public comment period ends, Ecology will
review al comments received and will make
recommendations for any suggested changes to the
documents. If no significant changes are made, the
Interim Action Report will be considered final and
cleanup activitiesin the Lower Yard will begin. You
will have future opportunities to review and comment
on the draft RI/FS and on the Cleanup Action Plan and
Consent Decree for the site.

Ecology would like your input!

Y ou have an opportunity to review the draft Interim
Action Report and SEPA documents and to comment
on them. Please send your comments before May 30,
2003, to Ecology’ s Site Manager, David L. South, at
the address in the box on the first page of this fact
sheet. Comments may be sent by mail or e-mail.

Site Background

The UNOCAL Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal operated
from 1923 to 1991. The facility was primarily used for
storing, blending and distributing various petroleum
products, including gasoline, diesel, and bunker fuel.
An asphalt plant also was operated on UNOCAL’s
property between 1953 and the late 1970s. Fuel has
not been received by the facility since 1991.

The current UNOCAL facility consists of an Upper
and Lower Yard (see figure). Truck-loading racks,

office buildings, a laboratory, and an asphalt plant
were located in the Lower Yard. The Upper Yard is
on the eastern hillside and included 23 aboveground
storage tanks. During the course of more than 60 years
of operation, petroleum releases occurred at the
UNOCAL facility. Petroleum contamination now
exists in the soil on the UNOCAL property and has
been detected floating on the groundwater beneath the

property.
The primary environmental issues at the site are:

(1) Upper Yard — shallow soil was contaminated with
petroleum and sand blast grit. The sand blast grit
was used to clean the exterior of tanks and piping
prior to repainting and contained heavy metals
such as arsenic, lead and zinc. As noted above,
removal of this contamination was completed in
March 2003. The projected future land use for the
Upper Yard isresidential.

(2) Lower Yard — migration of petroleum from
contaminated soil to groundwater and potentially
then to surface water, as well as transport of
petroleum from areas where floating product
occurs on groundwater. The Lower Yard also has
areas of sand blast grit in surface soil. The
projected future land use for the Lower Yard is
commercial/light industrial.

The site is being cleaned up by UNOCAL with
oversight by Ecology. In addition, the Edmonds
Citizens Awareness Committee (ECAC), the City of
Edmonds, and the Port of Edmonds are participating in
review of the work. UNOCAL, ECAC, the City, the
Port, and Ecology meet regularly to discuss progress
and upcoming cleanup steps.

The cleanup is being conducted under a lega
agreement between UNOCAL and Ecology known as
an Agreed Order. The Agreed Order requires that the
nature and extent of contamination be delineated and
feasible alternatives for addressing the contamination
developed and evaluated. This work is known
collectively as a remedial investigation and feasibility
study (RI/FS).

In 2001, the aboveground storage tanks in the upper
yard were removed. Petroleum product floating on
underground water beneath the lower yard was
removed.

In 2002 and early 2003, petroleum and sand blast grit
contamination in the upper yard was removed. The
proposed work that we are asking you to comment on
is acontinuation of cleanup work at the site.
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