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July 30, 2009

Teff Beltramint
Engineertng Department
City of Anacortes

P.O Box 547
Anacortes, WA 98221

Facility Site [D # 30971 79
Decar Mr Beltramini

The Skagit County Public Health Department has completed the site hazard assessmentl
(SHA) of the A Avenue Landfill site located at A Avenue and 37" Street, Anacortes, as
required undet the Model Toxics Control Act A determination of no further action
(NFA) at this site has been made by Ecology bascd on this SHA

For your information, Ecology will publish the results of this, and other recently
completed, SHAs in the August 19, 2009 Special Issue of the Site Regtster

Ecology reserves the nght to initiate further investigation at this site where new
information 15 recerved tndicating a potential/actual threat to human health and/or the
environment thiough the release of hazardous substance(s)

Pleasc contact me at (360) 419-3404 if you have any questions/comments regarding this
SHA/determination of NIFA

Sincerely,

/V\‘J/é// If@]&/éég{z

Polly Dutbe
Envitonmental Health Specialist {1

cc Donna Musa, Washington Department of Ecology



SITE HAZARD ASSESSMI'NT
No Further Action Repout
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SITE INFORMATION: v
g’dd \\\ 0

Name A Avenue Landfill  (Also known as 37" and D Landfill o1 Dump)
Address A Avenue and 37" Street

City Anacortes  County Skagit Statc WA Zip 98221
Parcel P32340

Section/Township/Range  East 2 Section 26 Township 33 North Range 01 East

Latitude 48°29? 31.7" Longitude -122° 38’ 23.3”
FSID # 3094179

No Further Action through Site Hazard Assessment 1ssued {or August 2009 update
May 26. 2009

SITE DESCRIPIION :

The A Avenue Landfill ts located 1 the City of Anacortes inside an arca managed by the city parks
department as recreational forest land  The landfill occupies approximately 6 acres [t1s bordered on
all sides by recreational forest A laige wetland (32™ Street Swamp) lies approximately 300 fect to the
northeast of the landfill and surface water (Mttten Pond) 15 300 feet to the northwest  Smaller wetland
areas arc adjacent to the landfill on the north and west The recreational lorest extends for many acres
to the north, west, and south of the site To the east, residential development begins across from A
Avcnue, approximately 400 feet away The area down-gradient of the landfill s served by City of
Anacortes water and sewer  Refer 1o Figure 1 for the land(ill arca map

The landfill was managed by the city and received municipal sohid waste dunng the 1960s up to 1970
or so The salid waste was burned  Once 1egulations prohibited open burning of gatbage the city
began using a different site for sohd waste disposal  The landfill was closed by placing 1-2 feet of so1l
over the surface  From the 1970s to 2006 the city continued to usc the site as a dump for wood waste,
concrete and asphalt, metals. nformal composting of yardwaste. vactor waste, and strect sweepings
These uses were without permit or oversight of the Skagit County Health Department - At one time 1n
the early 1990°s the surface of the landfill was used as a bed for the treatment of petroleum
contaminated soits An impermeable layer of plastic was placed under the soils to prevent migration
of contamination to the landfill cover so1l  An area to the cast of the landfill was covered in concrete
and used for sewage sludge drying beds for the City of Anacortes during the 1980s Until very
1ecently the land(ill has been open to access by the public A gate has prevenled general vehicle
access but motoreycles and bicycles used the landfill for sports nding

The landfill sutface hes apptoimately 25-30 feet above the surrounding grade at the site Until recent
woik, the suiface was pitted and metals and glass could be found sticking through the dirt in areas of
the suiface  Glass and metal debris also extend ofl of the grade of the land[ill into a wetland area to
{he west over one to two actes  The surface of the landfill collected surface water and ponding could
be scen in wet weather In the fall of 2008 the City of Anacotles brought in sotl cover for suiface of
the landfitl and graded the east and northcast stdes A six foot lugh cham lmk fence was placed



mround the immediate perimeter ol the landtill to testiict access A closuic plan tor landfill 1s
curtently pending ftom the ety

The Skagit County Health Department conducted an [nitial Investigation on the A Avenue Landfill in
2003 During the investigation the city contracted with Geomatrix (o develop a sampling plan tor the
tandlill to determine 1f the site was likely to have contaminants that would uigger acuon undet the
Model Toxics Control Act The Health Department reviewed and appioved the samphng plan
Because the landfill had been a burning landfill during the yeats that mumicipal sohd waste was placed
it was deemed that the 1111 from thuis time would pose a lower risk for residual contamunation  Since
the surlace of the burn area had been since covered with various materials, including petroleum
contaminated soils, the sample plan involved sampling into the caver material 1ather than dnlling all
the way thiough the origimal {ill In addition, water from the man sceps lcading {rom the base ol the
landfill to the adjacent wetland was sampled. Figure 2. copied from Geomatiix, 2004, shows sample
locations

On Decembet 18, 2003. five sotl samples were taken (rom the surtace ol the landtill at depths 1anging
from 1 0to 2 § feet below ground surface using a hand anger  Soil samples were analyzed for Total
Petroleum Hydrocarbons diesel and heavy o1l by method NWTPH-Dx, Total Metals by EPA Mecthod
6000/7000 scries. and semi-volatile organic compounds by EPA Mcthod 8270C  All tesults wete
erther not detected or detected below the applicable clean up level (either MTCA Method A for
unrestricted land use or B for direct) with onc exception  Sample S-2 had heavy oif tange
hydrocarbons at 2970 mg/kg  City staff report that this sample location looked like a motor vehicle
(likely motorcycle) had dumped a small quantity of o1l to the ground

The two scep samples were taken from water flowing {rom the base of the fill boundary on the
northwest (Seep 1) and northeast (Seep 2) arca of the landfill Rust colored staining 1s visible around
these seeps Water samples were analyzed for volatile organic compounds (VOC) by IPA Method
8260B, Total Mctals by EPA Method 6000/7000 serics, Antons by EPA Method 300 0, and
conventional chenustry of alkalimity, ammonua, total dissolved solids, and total organic carbon lable
3 summarizing scep water quality results 1s attached from the Geomatrix 1eport No results exceeded
applicable MTCA Method A or B clean up levels for groundwater and swface water with the
exception of manganese 1n Scep 2 Manganese was detected mn Seep 2 al 9 78 mg/L excecding the
Method B groundwater clean up level of 2 24 mg/L. VOCs were not detected n the seep samples with
the exception of p-1sopropyltolucnce 1 Secp 2 at 0 270 mg/l. There 1s no clean up level listed foi
surface or groundwater for this compound  Results from conventional chemistry parameters did not
have any outstanding detections although we do not have background data at this site lor comparison

Afler reviewing the results from the 2003 sampling, the site was placed on the Con firmed and
Suspected Contamimated Sites list by Ecology for confirmed so1l contanunation with petioleum
products and suspected soil and sediment contamination with petroleum and pelycyche aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAH) No further sampling has occurred at the site sinee 2003 Sedument samphing in
the wetlands has been considered at the site but not pursued by the cily or the health departinent

On Aptil 7, 2009 Skagit County Public Health Department conducted a site visit to the A Avenue
Landfill Tor the Site Hazard Assessment  The site visit con(itmed that the city has hnuted access to the
Jandfill sui face with the chain hnk fence  Additional filt had been brought in to the site since the 2003
imtial investigation The soil eover had been placed over the main exposed landfill surface and graded
in two level tiers The new soil cover was sufficient to cover all exposed solid waste that had been
apparent on the landfill surface n 2003 A drainage channel had been dug along the southcast side of
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the tandfill to duect diminage to the nottheast  No changes had been made 1o the brush covered slopes
of the land(ill to the south, west and north o1 10 wetland areas outside of the mamn landitll where solid
waste debuis has been found  Pondng of ruinwater was evident on the flat sul faces ot the top of the
landfill Site photos are attached

The Skagit County Pubhc Health Department proposes Lo maintain oversight over the landfill under
the sohid waste program We rccommend no further action under the Model Tovics Control Act as
there 15 himited cunent evidence that the site 1s relcasing hazardous substances exceeding MTCA clean
up levels  The areas receiving runolf from the landfill are native wetlands and dredging or additional
work 1 the wetlands would cause more environmental degradation to the wetland envionment . No
drinking water systems are impacted fiom thus site as everyonce down-gradient of the site 1s served by
public water We behieve the best approach at this pont is 1o have the cuty proceed thiough a long
term closure at the tand(ill that will accomplish the following

e Continue to inut access to the landfill by the public

e Complete the sotl cap on the landlill with contourmg that will prevent ponding and reduce
infiltration of surface water into the landfill

e Remove accessible appliances and vehicle parts from the surface perimeter ol the landill
where the disturbance will not negatively impact the environment

e Usc vegetation and/or fencing to discourage public access to the wetland to the west ol the
landfill where sigmificant metal and plass debris 1s found

e Maintain a grass cover on the landfill cap and inspect regularly for signs of cap break down o1
scep formatuon

e Momnitor scep walter or surface water ncar the land(ill in one or two locations immedhately after
closurc and five years after closurc  Test the water for total metals, VOCs, pH. and
conductivity to determine effccuveness of the cap at decreasing Jeachate production from the
landfill

e  Review the status of the landfill with the health department 5 years and 10 years after these
closure actions to determine the need for further follow up

SOURCES

Skagit County Health Department files and site visit notes for A Avenue Landf(ill, 1980 - 2009
Skagtt County Health Department. A Century of Garbage, August 1990

Geomatrix, “A” Avenue Landfili Site Sampling Results, Anacortes. Washington, February, 2004
Washimgton State Department of Ecology, Model Toxics Control Act Chapter 173-340 WAC,
February 12. 2001,

Skagit County Mapping, SkagitView 5 0., 2008
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Figure 1 — A Avenue Landfill and Vicinity

Site hazard Assessment May 26, 2009 - All locations on map are approximate




Figure 1 — A Avenue Landfill and Vicinity

Site hazard Assessment May 26, 2009 - All locations on map are approximate
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1Soil Sampleis:
Locatjons:
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GEOMATRIX

MAP OF SAMPLING LOCATIONS
"A" Avenue Landfill Project
Anacortes, Washington



A Avenue Landfill SHA Photos — view from access road to NW
photos by Polly Dubbel




A Avenue Landfill SHA Photos - view along west side of dump area
photos by Polly Dubbel




A Avenue Landfill SHA Photos — view over dump looking North
photos by Polly Dubbel




A Avenue Landfill SHA Photos - view over dump looking SE
photos by Polly Dubbel




A Avenue Landfill SHA Photos — view over dump looking east
photos by Polly Dubbel




A Avenue Landfill SHA Photos — view over dump looking west
from east edge - photos by Polly Dubbel




A Avenue Landfill SHA Photos — view of drainage ditch along south side
photos by Polly Dubbel
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A Avenue Landfill SHA Photos - view of outfall from drainage ditch
photos by Polly Dubbel




