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Cap Inspection Report 

Former Wasser & Winters Log Sort Yard 
Port of Tacoma 
Tacoma, Washington 
 

INTRODUCTION 
This report summarizes the field activities and presents the results of the cap inspection event 

conducted on behalf of the Port of Tacoma (Port) for the Former Wasser & Winters Log Sort Yard 

Facility located at 1602 Marine View Drive in Tacoma, Washington (site) (Figure 1). 

Cap inspection activities were conducted in accordance with the requirements identified in the 

Consent Decree (932086844) dated August 1993 between the Port and the Washington State 

Department of Ecology (Ecology).  A memorandum of understanding (MOU) between Ecology and the 

Port, updating the cap inspection frequency to 30 months (formerly 12 months) starting with an event 

in February 2012, was issued on September 12, 2011.  The MOU is included in Appendix A. 

In May 2014, Ecology conducted a periodic review of post‐cleanup site conditions and monitoring data 

to ensure that human health and the environment are being protected.  The report meets the intent 

of Section XXIII (Five‐Year Review) of the Consent Decree.  The May 2014 Periodic Review Report for 

this site is included in Appendix B.  The next five‐year review is expected to be in May 2019. 

SITE BACKGROUND 
From 1972 to 1984, the Wasser & Winters Company operated the site as a log sort yard.  In the 1970s 

and early 1980s, slag generated by Asarco Incorporated of Tacoma, Washington, was placed on the 

site for use as roadbed or ballast.  Ecology detected elevated concentrations of metals in surface water 

samples collected from the site between November 1983 and June 1984 and concluded that the 

metals leached from the slag. 

In October 1991, Ecology and the Port entered into an Agreed Order to complete a remedial 

investigation/feasibility study (RI/FS), and Ecology issued a Consent Decree (932086844) for remedial 

action on the 11.4‐acre parcel.  Construction of a low‐permeability asphalt cap and stormwater 

drainage system was completed in 1995.  In July 2001, Hebert Construction began construction of an 

85,080‐square‐foot building, which was completed in December 2001.  The site is currently leased to 

Calbag Metals, a ferrous and non‐ferrous metals recycling company.  Routine inspection of the cap is 

being performed to fulfill the requirements of the Consent Decree. 
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PREVIOUS CAP REPAIRS 
In 2013, the tenant (Calbag Metals) reported making repairs to stress cracks and small gouges in three 

high‐traffic work areas on the site.  In February 2014, they made additional repairs to one of the high‐

traffic areas and sealed cracks throughout the rest of the facility. 

CAP INSPECTION 
On August 22, 2014, Hart Crowser personnel conducted an inspection of the existing cap and 

stormwater system.  Inspection of the cap included observing the concrete/asphalt pavement and 

pavement edge for the presence of cracks greater than 1/8 inch wide, exposed sub‐base material, and 

pavement edge deterioration, as well as noting general appearance.  The inspection of the stormwater 

system included inspection of ten catch basins, four manholes, one spill containment vessel, and one 

oil‐water separator for structural condition, general appearance, and accumulation of sediment.  

Stormwater system features are identified on Figure 2. 

General inspection observations are noted below.  Specific observations and repair recommendations 

are included in Tables 1 and 2 and are shown on Figure 2. 

Observations include: 

 Cap cracks greater than 1/8 inch wide were observed in multiple areas (Figure 2). 

 Gouging appeared to be the predominant type of pavement damage.  Various deep gouges from 

heavy equipment were noted in high‐traffic areas (Figure 2).  The gouges did not appear to 

penetrate through the pavement. 

 Areas of the cap under various piles of scrap metal could not be inspected. 

 The seals around the rims of Catch Basins #3 and #4 are separating. 

 No accumulation of sediment was noted in the accessible stormwater system features. 

 The sediment trap insert in Catch Basin #7 needs replacement. 

 A new manhole was installed near Manhole #3 (Figure 2). 

Additionally, it was noted that a steel plate was welded over the grate of Catch Basin #2, preventing 

water inflow.  Following the Port’s inquiry, the tenant explained that they sealed off the catch basin 

with a welded steel plate because (1) it did not serve a purpose (it is uphill of the surrounding 

topography), and because (2) they store containers of titanium turnings, which contain a water‐soluble 

coolant, near the catch basin.  In the event of a leak, the coolant could enter the drain without being 

detected until it is well into the stormwater system. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Based on the results of the inspection conducted on August 22, 2014, we recommend the following 

actions: 

 Seal cracks in multiple areas of the cap. 

 Reseal joints around Catch Basins #3 and #4. 

 Replace sediment trap insert in Catch Basin #7. 

See Tables 1 and 2 for inspection details and corrective actions and Figure 2 for locations.  The next 

cap inspection is scheduled for February 2017 based on the 30‐month cap inspection frequency set 

forth in the MOU. 
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Table 1 - Cap Inspection Log - Former Wasser & Winters Log Sort Yard

Date and Time of Inspection:  8/22/14, 10:00

Weather:  Sunny, 80°F

No 
Problems

Corrective 
Action 

Required Detailed Actions Recommended Corrective Actions and Date Completed

Presence of cracks 
greater than 1/8 inch 

wide
X Recommend sealing cracks in various locations 

on the asphalt cap (see Figure 2).

Sub-base material 
exposed X

Pavement edge 
deterioration X

Degradation,
subsidence,

general appearance
X Various gouges in asphalt cap were observed 

(approx. 50% of exposed cap area; see Figure 2).

Comments:

Types of Problems

Checked

Hart Crowser
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Sheet 1 of 3Table 2 - Stormwater System Inspection Log - Former Wasser & Winters Log Sort Yard

Date and Time of Inspection:  8/22/14, 10:00

Weather:  Sunny, 80°F

No 
Problems

Action 
Required

Detailed Actions 
Recommended

Corrective Actions and Date 
Completed

Catch Basin
#1

Good 0 X

Catch Basin
#2

- Structural condition good.
- Steel plate welded over grate, 
completely covering basin inlet.

Not
measured X Investigate cause for welding of 

grate.

Catch Basin
#3

- Structural condition good.
- Seal is separating around catch 
basin rim.

0 X Recommend resealing joint 
around catch basin.

Catch Basin
#4

- Structural condition good.
- Seal is separating around catch 
basin rim.

0 X Recommend resealing joint 
around catch basin.

Catch Basin
#5

Good 0 X

Catch Basin
#6

Good 0 X

Catch Basin/
Manhole

Structural Condition/General 
Appearance

Sediment 
Accumulation 

in Inches

Checked

Hart Crowser
L:\Jobs\1900003\Cap Monitoring Report - WW\Final\Port of Tacoma 2014 Cap Monit Rpt - WW - Tables 1, 2 - final.xlsx



Sheet 2 of 3Table 2 - Stormwater System Inspection Log - Former Wasser & Winters Log Sort Yard

Date and Time of Inspection:  8/22/14, 10:00

Weather:  Sunny, 80°F

No 
Problems

Action 
Required

Detailed Actions 
Recommended

Corrective Actions and Date 
Completed

Catch Basin
#7

Good 0 X Recommend replacing 
sediment trap.

Catch Basin
#8

Good 0 X

Catch Basin
#9

Good 0 X

Catch Basin
#10

Good 0 X

Manhole
#1

Good 0 X

Manhole
#2

Good 0 X

Catch Basin/
Manhole

Structural Condition/General 
Appearance

Sediment 
Accumulation 

in Inches

Checked

Hart Crowser
L:\Jobs\1900003\Cap Monitoring Report - WW\Final\Port of Tacoma 2014 Cap Monit Rpt - WW - Tables 1, 2 - final.xlsx



Sheet 3 of 3Table 2 - Stormwater System Inspection Log - Former Wasser & Winters Log Sort Yard

Date and Time of Inspection:  8/22/14, 10:00

Weather:  Sunny, 80°F

No 
Problems

Action 
Required

Detailed Actions 
Recommended

Corrective Actions and Date 
Completed

Manhole
#3

Good 0 X

Manhole #4 
(Spill 

Containment 
Vessel)

Good 0 X

No 
Problems

Action 
Required

Detailed Actions 
Recommended

Corrective Actions and Date 
Completed

Oil-Water 
Separator #1

- Structural condition good.
- No oil observed.

0 X

Comments:
New manhole observed near MH-3 (structural condition good).
The Port will be inspecting the stormwater drainage system and all stormwater facilities in the fourth quarter of 2014, as part of their MS4 permit.

Oil-Water 
Separator

Structural Condition/Presence of 
Oil (describe)

Sediment 
Accumulation 

in Inches

Checked

Catch Basin/
Manhole

Structural Condition/General 
Appearance

Sediment 
Accumulation 

in Inches

Checked

Hart Crowser
L:\Jobs\1900003\Cap Monitoring Report - WW\Final\Port of Tacoma 2014 Cap Monit Rpt - WW - Tables 1, 2 - final.xlsx
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APPENDIX B 
Periodic Review Report, May 2014 
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