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PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

Underground Storage Tank/Petroleum Contaminated Soil  
Excavation - September 2013 

Copalis Crossing Market  
1686 Ocean Beach Road 
 Copalis Crossing, WA 

 
 

Site Background 
 
The Site is currently occupied by a convenience store known as the Copalis Crossing Market, 
and historically been a retail gas station and store since at least the 1980s.  The Site’s previous 
underground storage tank (UST) system was in operation prior to 1985.  AEG did not have 
access and was unable to obtain documentation on the usage/operation of the property prior to 
the 1980s, nor information regarding the Site’s fuel tanks and associated tightness tests.   
 
According to the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Tank Data information, 
six USTs were part of the recent UST system. Two of those tanks were listed as closed in place.  
Information regarding the construction and layout of the product lines or other parts of the UST 
system was not available for review.  The UST system was protected by a Veeder 350 leak 
detection system.   

 
Recent Site Activities – 2011 

WA State Department of Ecology – UST Site Inspection (November 2011) 

Ecology conducted at UST Site Inspection at the Copalis Crossing Market in November 2011, 
due to a tank monitoring printout displaying the manifolded tanks full with water.  Similarly, 
AEG reported that the mid-grade fuel tank was also taking water.  An Ecology UST inspector 
visited the Site and issued an Underground Storage Tank Notice of Non-Compliance after 
verifying a “release based on water reading from tank monitor”.   

Ecology issued a request to “hire a certified site assessor to perform a site check” on the UST 
system, to “sample for the presence of a release in the soil and groundwater around”, and to 
close “either temporarily or permanently” the tank system (Ecology, 2011).    

Copies of the Ecology letter regarding the UST Site Inspection and the notice of non-compliance 
are included in Attachment A, Supporting Documents.   
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Underground Storage Tank Decommissioning – AEG, 2013 

From September 10th through the 17th, 2013, AEG supervised the removal of five USTs 
from the Copalis Crossing Market Site.  A sixth tank, as documented by Ecology in their 
Tank Database, was not encountered during excavation activities.  Prior to the removal of 
the underground storage tanks, appropriate permits for the UST decommissioning were 
obtained by AEG’s subcontractor Cowlits Clean Sweep, Inc. (CCS), of Longview, 
Washington.  When exposed in the surface, all the USTs were gauged for liquid content 
and water was encountered in the fill pipe in three of the five USTs. One tank was empty, 
and one more was filled with cement slurry. 

The following is a list of the USTs’ individual storage capacities and observations. 

Tank 1 = 2,000 gallons capacity.  Water in the tank - full 
Tank 2 = 4,000 gallons (split tank).  Water in both tanks - full 
Tank 3 = 6,000 gallons capacity.  Water in the tank - full 
Tank 4 = 10,000 gallons capacity. Tank empty 
Tank 5 = 2,000 gallons capacity.  Tank abandoned in place.  Filled with cement slurry 
 
USTs removed from the excavation were observed to be in general good condition with 
no surface pinholes, but the presence of water in the tanks indicates infiltration of 
groundwater that led to the overfill in the tank and a discharge of fuel in the subsurface. 
 
An approximate area of 1,575 ft2 and average depth of 8 to 9 feet was excavated during 
the removal of the USTs.  Soil discoloration, strong gasoline odor, and photo ionization 
detector readings confirmed contaminated soils by petroleum hydrocarbons starting at an 
approximate depth of 3 to 4 feet below ground surface (bgs).  Soil samples collected from 
the sidewalls and bottom of the excavation and analyzed for gasoline-range hydrocarbons 
and associated volatile organics indicated compound concentrations in soil above 
Ecology’s Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) Cleanup Levels mainly in the southern, 
southwestern, and northern sections of the excavation sidewalls.    
 
Affected soils were removed to the extent possible on the southern and westerns 
sidewalls of the excavation before reaching the store building foundation to the south, 
and Ocean Beach Road’s right-of-way to the west.  Soil removal towards the east and 
north sections, and bottom of the excavation continued until clean soils were detected. 
Confirmation soil samples were collected for laboratory analysis from the sidewalls and 
the bottom of the excavation. 
 
Perched groundwater was encountered at approximately 9 feet bgs throughout the 
excavation with sheen observed floating on top.  An approximate amount of 15,500 
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gallons of groundwater was dewatered from the excavation using a suction pump and 
transferred to a 20,000-gallon capacity Baker Tank stationed onsite.   
 
Excavated soil, and groundwater contained in the Baker Tank were properly disposed of 
by CCS at the Weyerhaeuser NR Company in Longview, Washington, and at the Oil Re-
refining Company in Portland, Oregon, respectively. 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Figures 

Figure 1 – Site Plan 
 
Supporting Documents  

Ecology UST Site Inspection Letter, dated December 20, 2011 

Underground Storage Tank Notice of Non-Compliance 
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