
Template  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Responsiveness Summary 2015 
Interim Action Work Plan 
Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel 
Terminal 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

         December 2015 
Publication no. 15-09-219  



 
Publication and Contact Information 

This report is available on the Department of Ecology’s website at 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1509219.html  
 
Unocal Edmonds Site Cleanup Website 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=5180 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Toxics Cleanup Program 
P.O. Box 47600  
Olympia, WA  98504-7600  
Phone:  (360) 407-7170 
 

 
Washington State Department of Ecology - www.ecy.wa.gov  

o Headquarters, Olympia   360-407-6000 

o Northwest Regional Office, Bellevue  425-649-7000 

o Southwest Regional Office, Olympia  360-407-6300 

o Central Regional Office, Yakima   509-575-2490 

o Eastern Regional Office, Spokane   509-329-3400 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accommodation Requests: To request ADA accommodation including materials in a format 
for the visually impaired, call Ecology at Toxics Cleanup Program at 360-407-7170. Persons 
with impaired hearing may call Washington Relay Service at 711. Persons with speech disability 
may call TTY at 877-833-6341.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1509219.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=5180
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/


 
 
 
 

Responsiveness Summary 2015 Interim 
Action Work Plan  

Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal 
  
 

Public Comment Period: July 31 – August 31, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toxics Cleanup Program – Northwest Regional Office  
Washington State Department of Ecology 

Bellevue, Washington  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page ii  Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal 
  August 2015 Responsiveness Summary 

 

Table of Contents 
List of Tables .................................................................................................................................. ii 
List of Figures ................................................................................................................................. ii 
Introduction ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

How Ecology Organized Comments .............................................................................................. 1 

Site Background .............................................................................................................................. 1 

Response to Comments by Topic ................................................................................................... 2 

Cleanup Approach ...................................................................................................................... 2 

Construction ................................................................................................................................ 3 

Citizens Group ............................................................................................................................ 3 

Dual-Phase Extraction System .................................................................................................... 4 

Editorial....................................................................................................................................... 4 

Edmonds Marsh Sampling .......................................................................................................... 4 

Future Site Use ............................................................................................................................ 7 

Sampling ..................................................................................................................................... 7 

SEPA Checklist ........................................................................................................................... 7 

Timing ......................................................................................................................................... 9 

Unrelated to Proposed Cleanup Actions ..................................................................................... 9 

Next Steps ....................................................................................................................................... 9 

Appendix A – Individual Comments ............................................................................................ 11 

 

List of Tables 
Table 1:  SEPA Checklist Comments and Responses. ................................................................... 8 
 

List of Figures 
Figure 1:  Watersheds draining to Edmonds Marsh...................................................................... 10 
 



Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal   Page 1 
August 2015 Responsiveness Summary    

Introduction 
The Department of Ecology (Ecology) held a public comment period from July 31 to August 31, 
2015, on the Interim Action Work Plan to continue cleanup of the Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel 
Terminal Site.  A public meeting was held on August 20, 2015, at the Edmonds Library Plaza 
Room, 650 Main Street, Edmonds, Washington. 

Details on the Site and Site documents are available at the Washington State Department of 
Ecology (Ecology) website:  https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=5180 

Ecology received comments from twelve people in response to the public notice of the proposed 
interim action at the Site.  Some commenters had several comments, and different commenters 
made comments on the same topics. 

How Ecology Organized Comments 
Ecology read all of the comments and identified individual comments on various aspects of the 
interim actions selected for the Site.  The comments were then grouped into topics and a 
summary comment was prepared.  Ecology responded to the individual comments by preparing a 
response to the summary comment. 

The topics were: 

Cleanup Approach   Future Site Use 
Construction    Sampling 
Citizens Group   SEPA Checklist 
Dual-Phase Extraction System Timing 
Editorial    Unrelated to Proposed Cleanup Actions 
Edmonds Marsh Sampling 
 

The individual comments are included in Appendix A.  One commenter had a specific question 
about benzene in the well closest to Marina Beach Park.  Ecology responded directly to this 
comment.  Ecology’s response to that comment is included in Appendix A. 

Site Background 
The Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal Site is located at 11720 Unoco Road in Edmonds, 
Washington (see map).  The terminal operated from 1923 to 1991.  It was used for storing, 
blending, and distributing petroleum products including gasoline, diesel, and bunker fuel.  An 
asphalt plant operated on the Site between 1953 and the late 1970s.  

The Terminal consisted of a dock and an Upper and a Lower Yard.  Petroleum products were 
pumped from marine vessels moored at the dock to storage tanks in the Upper Yard, which was 
on a hill above the Lower Yard.  Products were gravity-fed and pumped to loading racks in the 
Lower Yard for transport by truck and train to customers. 

A number of interim actions have been conducted over the years to clean up oil floating on 
groundwater, remove arsenic-contaminated soil, and remove petroleum-contaminated soil.  
Removal of petroleum-contaminated soil resulted in cleanup of groundwater.  Most of the Site is 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=5180
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now clean.  Ecology certified the Upper Yard was suitable for residential use in 2003 and the 
Point Edwards Condominiums were subsequently constructed. 

The Interim Action will clean up two remaining areas of contamination.  One is the stormwater 
Detention Basin 2 Area and the other is the vicinity of a Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) storm drain crossing the Site.  The Interim Action Work Plan 
describes how these two areas will be cleaned up. 

The Lower Yard’s planned future use may be part of a multimodal transportation terminal.  A 
new ferry terminal would be constructed to replace the current Edmonds Ferry Terminal.  This is 
part of the Edmonds Crossing Project.  Information on the Edmonds Crossing Project is available 
on the City of Edmonds web page.   

Response to Comments by Topic 

Cleanup Approach 

Several comments regarded the cleanup approach.  One commenter sought to clarify whether 
dilution is being proposed as a cleanup approach from reading the discussion on current and 
future exposures in the Interim Action Work Plan, Sections 4.5.1.1 and 4.5.1.2.  The discussion 
did note that contaminated groundwater would be diluted as it flowed into surface water.  
However, this is not the cleanup approach.  The cleanup approach is to perform cleanup actions 
so that hazardous substance concentrations measured on the Site are below the lowest applicable 
State standard to protect human health and the environment.  More simply put, when 
groundwater reaches surface water, hazardous substance concentrations will be less than all 
applicable regulatory standards. 

One commenter questioned whether marine life was considered in setting cleanup levels.  Marine 
life was considered in setting the cleanup levels.  The National Recommended Water Quality 
Criteria were used to set standards for those indicator hazardous substances listed in the Criteria.  
Petroleum hydrocarbons are not listed in the Criteria. 

Under the Washington State cleanup regulation, the Model Toxics Control Act Cleanup 
Regulation (MTCA)1, there are two pathways to consider in setting groundwater cleanup levels 
to protect marine surface water:  (1) Protection of fish and other aquatic life, and (2) Protection 
of human health for consumption of organisms.  MTCA provides that whole effluent toxicity 
testing2 may be used to assess the cleanup level protective of fish and aquatic life.  The cleanup 
level for protection of human health is set by considering fish consumption rates.  For petroleum 
mixtures, protection of human health is achieved by setting the cleanup levels to those for 
groundwater whose beneficial use is drinking water (See WAC 173-340-730(3)). 

At Unocal Edmonds the selected cleanup levels for groundwater used as drinking water were the 
lowest cleanup levels for petroleum constituents.  The groundwater cleanup level for drinking 
water was set as the cleanup level protective of surface water.  This protects both marine life and 
human health for fish consumption. 

                                                 
1 Chapter 173-340 of the Washington State Administrative Code, Model Toxics Control Act Cleanup Regulation. 
2 Whole effluent toxicity testing assesses the toxicity of contaminated water to organisms.  At Unocal Edmonds, 
water contaminated with petroleum collected from groundwater monitoring wells at various concentrations was 
tested to determine the concentration that did not affect the test organisms. 
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MTCA provides that an empirical demonstration, that is a demonstration based on data collected 
at the site, may be used to demonstrate that soil concentrations at a site will not cause 
groundwater contamination above cleanup levels.  The groundwater is monitored to assess 
whether hazardous substance concentrations are below protective levels.  This was the approach 
taken at the Unocal Edmonds Site.  Groundwater monitoring has demonstrated that groundwater 
indicator hazardous substance concentrations meet the groundwater cleanup level that is 
protective of surface water except in areas known to have remaining soil impacts.  These areas 
will be addressed in the upcoming Interim Action.  Cleanup of soil at the Unocal Edmonds Site 
will be to the soil cleanup level that is protective of groundwater and hence also protective of 
surface water in Willow Creek. 

Soil cleanup levels at the Site are also protective of human health for children ingesting soil.  
This was the exposure pathway with the lowest cleanup level.  Hence, this cleanup level is also 
protective of wildlife. 

One commenter asked whether daylighting Willow Creek, and potential increase in tidal flows 
would have an impact on contaminant concentrations and exposure levels, and consequent level 
of risk.  Because cleanup actions will achieve cleanup levels, risk levels to human health and the 
environment will remain below regulatory standards after daylighting Willow Creek. 

Construction 

Questions were received on various aspects of construction.  There were several topics: 

• Air Quality:  An air monitoring plan will be developed for the project, and will be 
reviewed and approved by Ecology.  Air quality will be monitored during construction to 
ensure safety of workers and the public.  If air monitoring shows it is necessary, 
engineering measures will be implemented to keep emissions at safe levels. 

• Traffic:  A traffic control plan will be developed which meets City of Edmonds 
requirements.  Trucks will not be traveling on Pine Street between 3rd and 5th Streets. 

• Truck Wheel Wash:  A wheel wash station will be set up to prevent tracking soil onto 
city streets.  Wash water will be contained on site, treated, and discharged under a 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit. 

• Backfill:  Contaminated soil will be excavated and hauled off-site for safe disposal.  The 
excavations will be backfilled with clean soil.  Backfill sources are determined by the 
construction contractor, and are subject to approval by Ecology. 

Citizens Group 

Comments indicated citizens are interested in reinstating a citizens group to monitor the cleanup 
process. 

Since the early 1990’s, a citizens committee, the Edmonds Citizens Awareness Committee, 
monitored the cleanup for many years before recently disbanding in August 2015.  Ecology 
provided funding for a technical advisor to the committee through a Public Participation Grant.  
At the end of the 2013-2015 biennium, the head of the committee advised Ecology that there was 
no longer sufficient interest for the committee to continue because of the commitment needed 
from a citizen to monitor expenditures under the Public Participation Grant. 
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Ecology agrees that a new citizens committee would be a benefit to the citizens interested in the 
cleanup.  While Ecology is ready to work with a new citizens committee, assembling such a 
committee is more appropriately done by the interested citizens themselves, as they have local 
knowledge and contacts that Ecology does not have. 

With regard to funding through a new Public Participation Grant, a new citizens group could 
apply for grant funding.  See http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/grants/ppg.html. 

Dual-Phase Extraction System 

Comments asked about the effect of groundwater pumping by the dual-phase extraction system  
on Edmonds Marsh and how the dual-phase extraction system would be monitored. 

A pilot test was conducted to provide information to design the dual-phase extraction system.  
Operation of the system is not anticipated to have any effect on water levels in Edmonds Marsh.  
Water levels in a network of groundwater wells will be monitored during operation of the dual-
phase extraction system and adjustments to the operation will be made if necessary to maintain 
the needed hydraulic gradients. 

One comment questioned whether monthly site visits to monitor the dual-phase extraction 
system would be sufficient, and noted there was no description of minimal staff qualifications 
and training requirements.  The system will have safety features which shut down the system 
automatically if necessary.  System operation will be monitored remotely so that its status can be 
checked.  An operation manual will be developed as part of system design that specifies staff 
qualifications and training requirements. 

Editorial 

One comment noted that Figures 9-3 and 9-4 were not referenced in the text.  These figures are 
referenced in Section 9.1, “Cross-sections of the DPE System area are presented on Figures 9-2 
through 9-4.” 

Edmonds Marsh Sampling 

Several commenters requested sampling be conducted in Edmonds Marsh to assess sediment 
quality. 
Edmonds Marsh is a 23-acre parcel of land on the west side of State Route 104 (SR-104).  It is 
owned by the City of Edmonds (the City).  Edmonds Marsh receives urban stormwater runoff 
from Willow and Shellabarger Creeks.  Figure 1 (follows text) shows the Willow Creek and 
Shellabarger Creek watersheds.  Willow Creek drains approximately 390 acres of residential 
property in Edmonds and the Town of Woodway.  Shellabarger Creek drains approximately 378 
acres of Edmonds, predominantly residential with some light commercial (downtown Edmonds).  
Shellabarger Creek flows through twin culverts under SR-104 prior to entering Edmonds Marsh.   

Edmonds Marsh also receives stormwater from Harbor Square, which is owned by the Port of 
Edmonds.  Harbor Square borders Edmonds Marsh on the north and its stormwater system, 
which drains into the Marsh, receives stormwater from a portion of West Dayton Street and part 
of the light commercial center north of West Dayton Street. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/grants/ppg.html
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SR-104 between Pine Street and Main Street also drains to Edmonds Marsh, and runoff from the 
portion of the BNSF Railway right-of-way adjacent to Edmonds Marsh on the northwest may 
also drain into Edmonds Marsh. 

Stormwater from the Unocal Edmonds Terminal does not drain to Edmonds Marsh.  It is 
collected by an on-site stormwater system and conveyed through Detention Basin 2 to Detention 
Basin 1.  Detention Basin 1 discharges to Willow Creek from an outfall downstream of Edmonds 
Marsh under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit SO3-002953C.  Samples 
are collected monthly, or during discharge events, and results are reported quarterly.  Discharge 
monitoring reports have shown compliance with discharge limits since, at least, the Edmonds 
Terminal ceased operations in the early 1990’s.  

Union Oil Company of California (Union Oil) donated Edmonds Marsh to the City in 1981 by 
quit claim deed.  The quit claim deed provides, among other things, that the City releases Union 
Oil:  

“ … from all manner of actions, cause or causes of actions, suits, debts, sums of money, 
promises, trespasses, damages, judgments, claims and demands whatsoever, in law or in 
equity, which the City may have against Union Oil, arising out of any present or future 
petroleum products spillage which affects or in any way or manner damages Parcel IV 
[Edmonds Marsh]; provided that in the event that as a result of any future petroleum 
products spillage, any damage shall occur to any portion of Parcel IV, Union Oil shall 
collect and remove said petroleum products and restore said portion of Parcel IV as 
nearly as possible to its former condition using all practical methods available to 
reasonably restore Parcel IV and, if it is not feasible to collect or remove said petroleum 
products, Union Oil shall take all practical actions to contain, treat and disburse the same.  
The City further agrees not to sue or be part of any suit against Union Oil for any such 
damage except damages caused by Union Oils own gross negligence or willful 
misconduct.” 

To Ecology’s knowledge, the City has never contacted Unocal about performing any cleanup in 
Edmonds Marsh. 

Ecology began addressing contamination at Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal No. 0178 in 
1993 under Agreed Order No. DE 92TC-N328.  The Edmonds Background History Report3 
(February 15, 1994) was prepared as part of that work.  The background history review was 
conducted to research historic operations at and adjacent to the Terminal.  The properties 
reviewed included the Upper and Lower Yards of the Terminal, the commercial development 
known as Harbor Square, offshore and tideland areas (including the facility pier/dock and the 
city park), and the wetland area now known as Edmonds Marsh.  The background report was 
compiled through review of previous hydrogeologic investigation reports, agency files (including 
Ecology’s Northwest Regional Office, Ecology archive, and US. Environmental Protection 
Agency Region 10), facility files (environmental, maintenance, and process), and historic aerial 
photographs4 (covering the period 1947 to 1992).  The review did not identify sediment in 
Edmonds Marsh beyond Willow Creek as needing testing for contamination related to the Site. 

                                                 
3 Available at Ecology’s Unocal Edmonds web site.  Click View Electronic Documents and see Group:  Technical 
Reports.  Date is 2/15/1994. 
4 Available at Ecology’s Unocal Edmonds web site.  Click View Electronic Documents and see Group:  Technical 
Reports.  Date is 1/26/2012. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=5180
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=5180
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Bioassay tests were performed on sediment samples collected from Willow Creek in 1996 and 
2003.  Bioassay tests evaluate the effect of the sediment on growth and mortality of test 
organisms.  If the effect is great enough, the sediment is considered to be contaminated.  The 
bioassay tests, in combination with chemical data collected in 2003, identified a portion of 
Willow Creek downstream of Edmonds Marsh needing cleanup.  This cleanup work was 
completed in 2008.  The portion of Willow Creek adjacent to Edmonds Marsh did not need 
cleanup. 

In summary, the review of historical records, including aerial photographs, the fact that the City 
of Edmonds has never seen it necessary to ask Unocal to clean up any releases in Edmonds 
Marsh, and no off-site migration of petroleum contamination was detected in the considerable 
sediment testing completed in Willow Creek indicate that testing Edmonds Marsh for 
contamination related to the Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal Cleanup Site is not necessary. 

Moreover, it should be borne in mind that Edmonds Marsh receives urban stormwater runoff 
from several different inputs as described above.  It is likely that these inputs contain petroleum 
and other contaminants common in urban areas, including polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and 
dioxins/furans.  The City of Edmonds is the owner of Edmonds Marsh.  Ecology suggests that if 
the citizens of Edmonds are interested in sediment quality on City property that the citizens ask 
the City to conduct an investigation of sediment quality using a qualified environmental 
consultant. 

Alternatively, any citizen can file an environmental report regarding concerns that the sediment 
in Edmonds Marsh is contaminated.  This will result in an Initial Investigation by Ecology 
(through the Snohomish Health District) to assess the potential that the sediments are 
contaminated.  A report may be filed by calling Ecology’s Northwest Regional Office at 425-
649-7000 and stating you want to file an environmental report.  A report also may be filed by 
email at NWROERTS@ecy.wa.gov or by an online form at 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/forms/nerts_online/SWRO_nerts_online.html. 

If contamination is found or suspected, Edmonds Marsh will be placed on the Confirmed or 
Suspected Contaminated Sites List for follow-up work.  The City of Edmonds, as the current 
property owner, would be strictly liable for cleanup, jointly and severally with any other 
Potentially Liable Persons identified. 

If contamination can be linked to the Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal, the City may invoke 
the terms of the quit claim deed to have Unocal clean it up.  If the City demonstrates that 
contamination is linked to the Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal, Ecology can consider this 
new information and engage Unocal in a new cleanup with respect to their responsibility at 
Edmonds Marsh.  In such a case the City of Edmonds, as the current owner, and Unocal, as the 
generator of contamination, would be jointly and severally liable for cleaning up Edmonds 
Marsh.  To the extent that there is contamination resulting from both Unocal operations and 
operations/inputs not related to Unocal, the City and Unocal may have cost allocation 
discussions separate from actions Ecology may take. 

The Port of Edmonds, the City of Woodway, WSDOT, and BNSF Railway all contribute  
stormwater to Edmonds Marsh.  Their relative contributions would also be of interest should 
contaminated sediment be found in Edmonds Marsh. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/forms/nerts_online/SWRO_nerts_online.html
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Future Site Use 

One commenter said, “Let Mother Nature reclaim the area by incorporating the property into 
Edmonds Marsh.” 

The property is private property that is in escrow to be sold to the Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT).  WSDOT entered a Purchase and Sale Agreement with Unocal 
with the intent of moving the Edmonds Ferry Dock to this location to relieve traffic congestion 
and eliminate an at-grade rail crossing at the current Edmonds Ferry Dock.  In addition, the site 
is zoned Master Plan Hillside Mixed Use 2.  Any future land use that involved creating a natural 
area would have to be developed in concert with WSDOT or a future land owner. 

Sampling 

There were several comments regarding the sampling that will be done as part of monitoring to 
see that the cleanup achieves its goals. 

Comments indicated that independent public monitoring (not funded by Chevron/Unocal) is 
needed and that an oversight committee should be established with professionals to scrutinize 
any and all tests done in relation to the cleanup.  Ecology is the state regulatory agency 
responsible for overseeing cleanups and is independent of Chevron.  The protocols for sampling 
and analysis at cleanup sites are specified in regulation, well developed, and have been applied at 
thousands of cleanup sites statewide.  Sampling is done by environmental professionals and 
analysis is done by accredited laboratories.  At this Site, the WSDOT representatives also are 
overseeing the work because WSDOT will be purchasing the Site.   

All sampling data will be public information and can be obtained by members of the public or a 
citizens oversight committee to assess.   

A great deal of the data collected to date (but not some of the earlier data) can be downloaded 
from Ecology’s Environmental Information Management System (EIM).  Persons interested in 
obtaining this data can download it from EIM:  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/index.htm   Click on 
Search >> All.  The Study IDs are UNOCAL01 and UNOCAL02. 

If you have questions on downloading EIM data, contact the Unocal Edmonds Site Manager, 
David L. South at david.south@ecy.wa.gov, or at 425-649-7200. 

One comment asked if Ecology could assist in gaining access to the Site to periodically collect 
water quality data and samples.  Chevron/Unocal does not allow general access to their property, 
particularly to cleanup sites.  The Site is a hazardous waste site with strict health and safety 
protocol and training requirements. 

One comment asked if Ecology or another agency would be on-site to conduct soil/water testing 
when Willow Creek is daylighted.  Daylighting Willow Creek is not part of this cleanup.  At the 
conclusion of cleanup activities under Ecology’s oversight, the cleanup will meet regulatory 
standards.  

SEPA Checklist 

One commenter had several comments regarding the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
Checklist.  These comments and Ecology’s response are given in Table 1:  SEPA Checklist 
Comments and Responses. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/index.htm


Page 8  Unocal Edmonds Bulk Fuel Terminal 
  August 2015 Responsiveness Summary 

Table 1:  SEPA Checklist Comments and Responses. 
Comment Ecology Response 

Can the lack of surface indications or history of 
unstable soils in the immediate vicinity be verified? 

Unstable soils in the immediate vicinity of the Interim 
Action Work Plan areas were not observed during 
previous interim actions done onsite.  Adequate 
engineering controls will be implemented to maintain 
soil stability in the immediate vicinity of this proposed 
interim action. 

3.a Surface water 1) The SEPA checklist says Willow 
Creek runs in a man-made drainage ditch and an 
underground piped culver between Edmonds Marsh 
and Puget Sound.  This will not be the case in the next 
few years with daylighting of Willow Creek.  Should 
this statement be reconsidered? 

The interim action will excavate soil along the 
currently daylighted portion of Willow Creek.  Work is 
not being proposed in the area proposed for future 
daylighting of Willow Creek. 

3.c  Water runoff – points out that the flow of Willow 
Creek is into a tidal basin and then in an underground 
pipe to Puget Sound.  Commenter notes this won’t be 
for long. 

The interim action will excavate soil along the 
currently daylighted portion of Willow Creek.  Work is 
not being proposed in the area proposed for future 
daylighting of Willow Creek. 

5c  Is the site part of a migration route?  Answer is no.  
Commenter says to check with Pilchuck Audubon. 

The site is not known to be a stopping or resting 
location for migratory wildlife.  Interim Action Work 
Plan implementation planning will include oversight by 
the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

8f What is the current comprehensive plan designation 
of the site? – Please refer to the Comprehensive Plan 
Update just completed 2015. 

The current comprehensive plan designation is Master 
Plan Hillside Mixed-Use Zone MP2. 

9. Land and Shoreline Use.  What is the current 
shoreline master program designation of the Site?  No 
designation?  Need to verify. 

The Site does not currently have a Shoreline Master 
Program designation.  Proposed updates to the 
Shoreline Master Program have not yet been adopted.   
See links below to go to the City of Edmonds web site 
regarding proposed updates to the Shoreline Master 
Program. 

12.  Recreation a)  What designated and informal 
opportunities are in the immediate vicinity?  None?  
Need to indicate Marsh viewing sites from boardwalk. 

The former Unocal Edmonds Bulk Terminal Facility is 
not a recreational area.  The Edmonds Marsh 
boardwalk is located approximately 500 feet from the 
site's property line. 

5D.  Proposed measures to preserve or enhance 
wildlife, no.  (Urge to consider this response.) 

Interim Action Work Plan implementation planning 
will include oversight by the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to minimize impacts 
to wildlife.  There is little wildlife on the Site.  In the 
past work has been arranged to accommodate nesting 
herons, but it is understood the rookery is no longer 
used.  This will be verified with the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife.  The interim action is a short-term project 
to clean up contamination. 

Links to City of Edmonds web site on proposed updates to the Shoreline Master Plan: 

• http://www.edmondswa.gov/shoreline-master-program.html.  See particularly Shoreline 
Jurisdiction South. 

• http://www.edmondswa.gov/images/COE/Government/Departments/Development_Servi
ces/Planning_Division/Plans/SMP/SMP_Plate_Maps.pdf  

http://www.edmondswa.gov/shoreline-master-program.html
http://www.edmondswa.gov/images/COE/Government/Departments/Development_Services/Planning_Division/Plans/SMP/SMP_Plate_Maps.pdf
http://www.edmondswa.gov/images/COE/Government/Departments/Development_Services/Planning_Division/Plans/SMP/SMP_Plate_Maps.pdf
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Timing 

One commenter asked about the timeframe for the cleanup.  Environmental investigations and 
cleanup actions have been ongoing at the Site since 1986.  The first Agreed Order between 
Ecology and Unocal was signed in 1993.  Investigations into the nature and extent of 
contamination occupied the remainder of the 1990s.  Since 2000 a number of interim actions 
interspersed with periods of groundwater monitoring have been conducted.  Contaminated soil in 
the area of Detention Basin 2 is to be excavated in 2016.  Contamination in the vicinity of the 
WSDOT storm drain will be addressed by dual-phase extraction beginning in 2016.  It is 
expected to take up to 6 years to achieve cleanup levels in the vicinity of the storm drain.  
Groundwater monitoring will be done after cleanup levels have been initially met for a sufficient 
period of time to assess whether cleanup is complete. 

Unrelated to Proposed Cleanup Actions 

One commenter asked whether consideration has been given to the economic benefit or lack 
thereof in moving foot traffic a mile from downtown Edmonds and to lowering of the railroad 
tracks to diminish the train horn industrial feeling. 

These concerns are about future site use and are unrelated to the cleanup actions proposed for the 
Site. 

Next Steps 
Project design documents will be prepared over the coming months and necessary permits 
obtained.  The project design documents will include an Engineering Design Report, Plans and 
Specifications, and a Compliance Monitoring Plan for the work.  Cleanup activities are 
scheduled to begin in June 2016. 

In accordance with the public participation plan for the Site, project information will be made 
available in several ways, including: posted on the informational sign at the Site entrance (on 
Pine Street), on Ecology’s website, on Chevron’s website (www.unocaledmonds.info), and the 
fact sheet/flyers in boxes at the Site entrance and near Marina Beach Park.  Chevron/Unocal will 
prepare and deliver flyers to the Site’s neighbors to keep them informed about the work schedule 
and progress, including a notification before cleanup activities begin.   

http://www.unocaledmonds.info/
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Figure 1:  Watersheds draining to Edmonds Marsh.  
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