
Tacoma Smelter Plume Project, Toxics Cleanup Program 1Tacoma Smelter Plume Project, Toxics Cleanup Program

Tacoma Smelter Plume  
2016 Yard Program

April 14th & 21st, 2016
Point Defiance Elementary School
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Topics

• Timeline

• Prepare yard area

• Maintain access

• Safety

• Lawn care 

• Project Line



Tacoma Smelter Plume Project, Toxics Cleanup Program 3

Yard Program

• Existing residential

• State-led

• Voluntary

• Arsenic action level
= 100 ppm

• Lead action level 

= 500 ppm
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Soil Replacement Progress – Tacoma

• Soil replacement completed: 71 yards

• Sampling completed: 1,134 yards 
2015

• Soil replacement: 80 yards 

• Sampling: 500+ yards
2016

• Soil replacement: 85+ yards

• Sampling: Finish all sampling
2017

• Continue soil replacement in Tacoma2018 - 2023
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Soil Replacement Progress – Tacoma

Completed: 
2013  - 8 yards

2014  - 47 yards

2015  - 71 yards

Upcoming: 
2016  - 80 yards

2013

2016

20152014
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Timeline

Hire contractor (Early April)

Contractor submits tentative construction schedule

Site walk through (Minimum 1 week notice)

Soil removal and restoration (8 to 10 weeks)

Lawn maintenance (60 days)
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Prepare Yard

Complete yard work 

Clear personal items:

• Children’s play equipment

• Lawn furniture

• Potted plants

• Gardening tools

• Other misc. items
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Maintain Access

• Driveways

• Parking

• Walk ways

• Side yards

• Fences

• Gates

• Alley
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• Make accommodations 
for pets.

• Stay out of fenced 
area and off 
equipment.

• Call us immediately if 
you have any safety 
concerns. 

Safety

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=pybmBQhExuyOiM&tbnid=BGi67s9a5ZmVRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.theconversioncompany.com/the-right-way-to-use-gated-content-on-linkedin/&ei=6Yp-U8znIdWwoQS81IDgCQ&bvm=bv.67720277,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEg8X4cw0inf_e4WB_mmkIfZLuOug&ust=1400888404925808
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=pybmBQhExuyOiM&tbnid=BGi67s9a5ZmVRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.theconversioncompany.com/the-right-way-to-use-gated-content-on-linkedin/&ei=6Yp-U8znIdWwoQS81IDgCQ&bvm=bv.67720277,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEg8X4cw0inf_e4WB_mmkIfZLuOug&ust=1400888404925808
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Work Hours: 

•8:00 am-5:00 pm

•Monday through Friday

*Saturdays with 

permission from Ecology

What to expect during construction 
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Traffic and Noise

Trucks & equipment:

• Parked overnight

Construction noise:

• Beeping

• Staff talking

• Equipment

Cars parked on street

• During construction sidewalk and 

driveway access may be restricted
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Piles of soil in yard

Construction fencing: 

• Chain link

• Orange safety

Stormwater controls: 

• Straw wattles

• Silt fence

• Plastic sheeting

Signs with Ecology’s contact information

Construction Sites
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Excluded Areas



Tacoma Smelter Plume Project, Toxics Cleanup Program 15

Tree Critical Root Zones

NO EXCAVATION

CRITICAL ROOT ZONE
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Setbacks

We set-back from:

• Underground storage    

tanks 

• Retaining walls 

• Driveways & pathways

• Fences

• Utilities

• Shrubs & plants
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Sprinkler Systems

• The contractor is 

required to restore your 

sprinkler to                  

pre-construction, working 

order. 
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Construction
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Restoration
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Lawn Care

Contractor cares for lawn and plants: 
• Until new lawn is established 

• Estimated 60 days 

Homeowner maintains lawn

New lawn 

is planted

60 days

Contractor     

cares for lawn

plants.

Homeowner cares for 

lawn and landscape.      
Ecology warranty in place.

Ecology completes 

final inspection          

of lawn. 

1 year
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On-going lawn care

Homeowner cares for new lawn:

• Water new plants or grass

• Weed regularly 

• Replenish mulch

• Add fertilizers as needed

• Pick up pet waste

Call Ecology immediately if you notice 

a problem with your plants or lawn.
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• Mud or water 
running off property

• Dust in the air

• Soil on the sidewalk 
or street

Please call us if you see…
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When to call Ecology…

Before Soil Removal and Replacement

• Questions about what items to move

• Questions about timeline

During Soil Removal and Replacement

• Questions about schedule

• Questions about work details

After Soil Removal and Replacement

• Dead grass, rolled up sod, standing water

• Soft or settled soil
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(360) 407-7688 
Press 2 for Tacoma Smelter Plume

Staff will return calls within 1 business day

Tacoma Smelter Plume 

Project Line
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Aaron Waggoner

GeoEngineers

Awaggoner@geoengineers.com

(253) 722-2449

Brandon Brayfield

GeoEngineers

Bbrayfield@geoengineers.com

(218) 310-6362

Field Staff

mailto:Awaggoner@geoengineers.com
mailto:Bbrayfield@geoengineers.com
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Shelby Giltner

Department of Ecology

Shelby.Giltner@ecy.wa.gov

(360) 407-6249

Jackson Barnes

Department of Ecology

Jackson.Barnes@ecy.wa.gov

(360) 407-6248

Field Staff

mailto:Jackson.Barnes@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Jackson.Barnes@ecy.wa.gov
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Arsenic in Soil Database

Arsenic in Soil  (AREIS) 
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Arsenic in Soil Database

Information: 

• Results map & letter

• Cleanup 

documentation
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Health Questions

Contact

Jeremy Bush

Email: jbush@tpchd.org

Phone:  (253) 255-8135

Website: www.dirtalert.info

Gregory Tanbara

gtanbara@tpchd.org

Phone:  (253) 798-4784

mailto:jbush@tpchd.org
http://dirtalert.info/
mailto:gtanbara@tpchd.org
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Questions?

Contact

Crescent Calimpong, Outreach Coordinator

Email: Crescent.Calimpong@ecy.wa.gov

Phone: (360) 407-6790

Amy Hargrove, Remediation Manager

Email: Amy.Hargrove@ecy.wa.gov

Phone:  (360) 407-6762

Website: ecy.wa.gov/toxics/tacoma-smelter.html

mailto:Crescent.Calimpong@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Amy.Hargrove@ecy.wa.gov
ecy.wa.gov/toxics/tacoma-smelter.html
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Questions?


