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Interim Action Plan & SEPA Determination of Non-
Significance Available for Review and Public Com-
ment 
The	Washington	State	Department	of	Ecology	(Ecology)	is	provid-
ing	an	opportunity	for	the	public	to	comment	on	its	plans	to	con-
duct	an	interim	action	to	address	petroleum	contaminated	soils	
(PCS).		An	interim	action	is	a	partial	cleanup	designed	to	signiϐi-
cantly	reduce	contaminants	and/or	exposure	to	contaminants.		
Ecology	is	also	issuing	a	State	Environmental	Policy	Act	(SEPA)	De-
termination	of	Non-Signiϐicance	(DNS)	at	the	former	Big	B	Mini	
Mart	Site	(Site)	located	at	1611	Canyon	Road	in	Ellensburg.	
	
Ecology	is	asking	for	your	comments	on	the	Interim	Action	Plan	and	
SEPA		Documents.	You	are	invited	to:	
	

 Review	the	Interim	Action	Plan,	SEPA	Checklist,	and	SEPA	determina-
tion	of	Non-Signiϐicance.	

	

 Send	your	comments	to	Ecology	for	consideration.		Comments	will	be	
accepted	September	12	,	2016,	through	October	12,	2016	

	

Site background 
	

In	December	1990,	soil	and	groundwater	contamination	from	diesel	fuel	
was	discovered	when	an	underground	storage	tank	was	replaced.		At	that	
time,	approximately	420	cubic	yards	of	contaminated	soil	was	removed.		
Wells	to	monitor	groundwater	were	also	installed	and	sampled	in	1990	
and	1991.	
	

Big B Mini Mart 

Comments	accepted:	
September	12	to	October	12,		2016	
	
Submit		comments	to:	
John	Mefford	-	Site	Manager	
1250	W	Alder	St	
Union	Gap,	WA		98903-0009	
Phone:			(509)		454-7836	
John.Mefford@ecy.wa.gov	
	
Document	review	locations:	
Ellensburg		Public	Library	
209	N	Ruby	St	
Ellensburg,		WA		98926	
Phone:	(509)	962-7250		
Hours:				
Mon-Thurs:			 10	AM—7	PM	
Friday:	 	 10	AM—6	PM	
Sat-Sun:		 1	PM—5	PM	
	
WA	Department	of	Ecology		
Central	Regional	Ofϐice		
1250	W	Alder	St		
Union	Gap,	WA	98903-009		
(509)	575-2027		
cropublicrequest@ecy.wa.gov		

Ecology’s	Toxics	Cleanup	Website		

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/
Sitepage.aspx?csid=4901	
	
Facility	Site	ID	#:386	

Cleanup	Site	ID	#:	4901	

CONTACTS & INFORMATION 
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Special accommodations 

To	request	ADA	accommodation	
for	disabilities,	or	printed	materi-
als	in	a	format	for	the	visually	
impaired,	call	Ecology	at		
(509)	454-7834	or	visit																			
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
accessibility.html.		Persons	with	
impaired	hearing	may	call	Wash-
ington	Relay	Service	at	711.		Per-
sons	with	speech	disability	may	
call	TTY	at	(877)	833-6341.	

	

Help with other languages 
and formats?  
 

Para	asistencia	en	Espanol,	llame		
509-575-2490,	o	mande	un					
correo	electronico	al	equipo	de	la	
lengua	espanola	de	Ecologı́a	a		
preguntas@ecy.wa.gov.		

Groundwater	sampling	showed	contamination	above	state	cleanup	lev-
els.		More	recent	sampling	that	occurred	in	2015	still	showed	groundwa-
ter	contamination	above	state	cleanup	levels.		Additionally,	pockets	of	
liquid	petroleum	were	found	throughout	the	Site.	
	
	

Proposed Interim Action  
The	interim	action	will	recover	diesel	and	gasoline	liquids	in	the	ground	
that	pose	a	risk	to	human	health	and	the	environment.		Underground	
storage	tank	(UST)	removal	will	occur	prior	to	or	during	the	installation	
of	the	free	product	recovery	system.	

 
Determination of Non-Significance 
After	reviewing	the	SEPA	environmental	checklist,	Ecology	has	deter-
mined	that	the	cleanup	action	will	not	have	a	probable	signiϐicant	ad-
verse	impact	on	the	environment	and	an	Environmental	Impact	State-
ment	(EIS)	is	not	required.	

 
Why This Interim Action Matters 
 

Petroleum	contains	many	chemicals	that	are	harmful	to	human	health	
and	the	environment,	including	benzene,	a	known	carcinogen,	as	well	as	
toluene,	ethylbenzene,	and	xylenes.		These	contaminants	are	present	in	
the	soil	and	groundwater	at	the	site.		Gasoline	may	also	migrate	into	utili-
ty	vaults	and	other	subsurface	structures	to	potentially	pose	an	explosion	
hazard.	

	

What Happens Next?	
	

Ecology	will	review	and	respond	to	all	comments	received	during	the	
comment	period.		Ecology	will	either	respond	to	each	commenter	indi-
vidually,	or	prepare	a	written	responsiveness	summary	and	send	it	to	all	
commenters.	
	

For	information	about	other	opportunities	for	public	involvement	such	as	
meetings,	hearings,	open	houses	and	workshops,	please	visit	Ecology’s	
Public	Involvement	Calendar	at		
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publiccalendar/	
	

While	you	are	at	the	calendar	page,	you	may	click	on	the	link	Frequently	
Asked	Questions	about	Effective	Public	Commenting	and	learn	more	
about	the	public	comment	process.	


