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Public comment invited—Jorgensen Forge cleanup site 
The	Washington	Department	of	Ecology	(Ecology)	invites	your	input	on	a	
legal	agreement	called	an	Agreed	Order	for	the	cleanup	site	at	8531	East	
Marginal	Way	South	in	Tukwila.	The	order	requires	Earle	M.	Jorgensen	
Company	(EMJ),	the	Potentially	Liable	Person	(PLP),	to	do	the	following:		

 Remedial	Investigation	(RI).	The	RI	will	provide	data	about	
contamination	in	soil,	groundwater,	and	stormwater	needed	to	
evaluate	cleanup	alternatives.	

 Feasibility	Study	(FS).	The	FS	will	use	data	from	the	RI	to	evaluate	
and	select	cleanup	methods	to	clean	up	contamination.	

 Draft	Cleanup	Action	Plan	(DCAP).	Ecology	will	choose	a	preferred	
cleanup	action	based	on	the	FS.	

Site background 
The	property	was	used	from	1942‐1965	to	manufacture	structural	steel,	
tractor	and	road	equipment.	EMJ	owned	the	property	from	1965	until	
1992,	when	Jorgensen	Forge	Corporation	(JFC)	purchased	the	operation.		

The	facility	now	makes	large‐scale	metal	parts	for	the	aircraft	and	marine	
industries.	They	process	steel,	aluminum,	titanium,	and	specialized	alloys.			

Investigations	in	the	1990s‐2000s	found	contaminants	in	groundwater	and	
soil,	including	polychlorinated	biphenyls	(PCBs),	petroleum,	and	metals.	

In	2007,	Ecology	entered	into	an	Agreed	Order	with	JFC	to	investigate	
sources	of	contamination	moving	from	the	site	into	the	Lower	Duwamish	
Waterway	(LDW).	In	2013,	the	order	was	amended	to	require	an	Interim	
Action	(partial	cleanup).	JFC	met	the	requirements	of	this	order	in	2014.	

In	2015,	Ecology	issued	another	legal	order,	called	an	Enforcement	Order,	
requiring	JFC	to	investigate	and	develop	a	cleanup	action	plan	for	the	site.	
In	2016,	JFC	declared	bankruptcy.	Ecology	will	now	enter	into	a	new	
Agreed	Order	with	EMJ,	the	site’s	former	owner	and	operator.		

Special accommodations 
To	request	ADA	accommodation	
for	disabilities,	or	printed	
materials	in	a	format	for	the	
visually	impaired,	call	Ecology	at	
360‐407‐7668	or	visit	http://
www.ecy.wa.gov/
accessibility.html.			

Persons	with	impaired	hearing	
may	call	Washington	Relay	
Service	at	711.			

Persons	with	speech	disability	
may	call	TTY	at	877‐833‐6341.	

 
Facility Site ID: 2382		
Cleanup Site ID: 3689		

CONTACTS & INFORMATION 

Comments accepted: 
June	12—July	11,	2017 

Submit comments to: 
Maureen	Sanchez,	Site	Manager	
WA	Department	of	Ecology.	
Northwest	Regional	Ofϐice	
3190	160th	Ave	SE	
Bellevue	WA	98008	

E‐mail:	
Maureen.Sanchez@ecy.wa.gov	

Phone:	425‐649‐7254	

Jorgensen Forge Agreed Order 
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Website: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/
Sitepage.aspx?csid=3689	
 
Sign up for our email listserv 
to receive regular updates!   

https://listserv.wa.gov/cgi‐bin/
wa?SUBED1=DUWAMISH‐RIVER‐
UPDATES&A=1	

What happens next? 
Ecology	will	consider	and	respond	to	all	of	the	comments	received,	and	
may	change	the	Agreed	Order	based	on	your	comments.	After	that,	EMJ	
will	proceed	with	the	RI	and	FS.	

Why this cleanup matters 
This	site	is	part	of	Ecology’s	LDW	source	control	efforts,	because	it	is	
contributing	pollution	to	the	LDW	Superfund	Site.	Source	control	means	
finding	and	stopping	or	reducing	sources	of	pollution	to	the	river.		

The	5‐mile	stretch	of	the	Duwamish	River	that	flows	north	into	Elliot	Bay	
was	added	to	the	Superfund	National	Priorities	List	by	the	U.S.	
Environmental	Protection	Agency	(EPA)	in	2001.		

Contaminants	in	the	soil	and	groundwater	around	the	river	pose	a	risk	to	
human	health	and	the	environment.	They	can	also	find	their	way	into	the	
river	through	storm	runoff	and	other	pathways.		

The	sediments	(mud)	in	the	river	contain	a	wide	range	of	contaminants	
from	decades	of	industrial	activity	and	runoff	from	urban	areas.	EPA	is	
leading	efforts	to	clean	up	the	river	sediments.		

Ecology	is	leading	efforts	to	control	sources	of	contamination	from	the	
surrounding	land	area.	The	long‐term	goal	is	to	reduce	recontamination	
of	the	river	sediment	and	restore	water	quality	in	the	river.		

2016 Source Control Strategy: 
To	read	Ecology’s	Source	Control	
Strategy,	visit:	

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/
DocViewer.ashx?did=56204	

Figure	1.	Aerial	photo	of	Jorgensen	Forge	site	and	LDW,	showing	approximate	site	boundaries	
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An	Interim	Action	may	be	done	at	any	
time.	It	is	a	partial	cleanup	to	correct	a	
problem	that:		

 may	get	substantially	worse	or	more	
costly	if	not	addressed	immediately,	or	

 poses	an	immediate	risk	to	human	
health	or	the	environment,	or	

 is	needed	before	another	stage	of	the	
cleanup	process	can	proceed.	

Deϐines	the	nature,	
extent,	and	amount	of		
contamination.	

The	Cleanup	Process	
The	Jorgensen	Forge	cleanup	must	follow	the	Washington	State	Model	
Toxics	Control	Act	(MTCA)	cleanup	regulations,	which	consists	of	a	
standard	process.		

Identiϐies	and	evaluates	
cleanup	alternatives.			

Speciϐies	cleanup	
standards,	methods,	
schedule,	and		monitoring	
required	during	and	after	
the	cleanup.	

Implements	the	Cleanup	
Action	Plan.	

Includes	design,	
construction,	and	
monitoring.	
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Document review locations:	

Seattle	Public	Library,		
South	Park	Branch	
8604	Eighth	Ave.	S	
Seattle,	WA	98108	

Phone:	206‐615‐1688	

Hours:		Mon‐Tue,	1pm‐8pm	
	 Wed‐Sat	11am‐6pm	
	 Sun	1pm‐5pm	
	

Ecology	NW	Regional	Ofϐice	
3190	160th	Ave	SE	
Bellevue,	WA	98008	

Please	call	for	appointment.	

Phone:	425‐649‐7190	

Hours:	Mon‐Fri,	8am‐5pm	



3190	160th	Avenue	SE	

Bellevue	WA	98008‐5452	

	

	

Jorgensen Forge Cleanup Site 
Public Comment Period: June 12—July 11, 2017 

El	Departamento	de	Ecologı́a	esta	
anunciando	el	periodo	de	comentario	
publico	referente	a	la	limpieza	ambiental	
del	sitio	de	Jorgensen	Forge.	Si	le	gustarı́a	
obtener	este	documento,	o	más	
información	sobre	este	sitio,	en	español,	
favor	de	comunicarse	con	Gretchen	
Newman	al	360‐407‐6097	o	
preguntas@ecy.wa.gov	o	visite	al	https://
fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?
csid=3689.	
	
Bộ	Môi	Sinh	thông	báo	đeቷn	công	chúng	veቹ 	
khung	thời	gian	góp	ý	cho	công	tác	làm	
sạch	môi	trường	khu	vực	Jorgensen	
Forge.		Neቷu	quý	vi	̣muoቷ n	nhận	tài	liệu	này	baኁng	tieቷng	Việt	hoặc	caቹn	thêm	thông	tin,	xin	liên	hệ	ông	Liêm	Nguyeችn	
360‐407‐6955,	điện	thư:		Lngu461@ecy.wa.gov	hoặc	vào	trang	mạng	https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/
Sitepage.aspx?csid=3689.		

To contact the Community Advisory Group for the Lower Duwamish Superfund Site, 
call Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition/Technical Advisory Group at (206) 954-0218,  

email contact@duwamishcleanup.org, or visit http://duwamishcleanup.org/ 


