Public Comment Notice

Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program

Remedial Investigation at Occidental
Chemical Corporation

The Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) invites you to
comment on a draft report, called a Remedial Investigation (RI),
for Occidental Chemical Corporation’s (Oxy) Tacoma Site. We
will consider and respond to all comments before making the RI
final. The data from the RI will be used to evaluate potential
remedies to clean up contamination.

You are also invited to an informational meeting to learn more
about the report findings and the next steps in the cleanup process.
Staff from Ecology will be there to answer your questions.

Visit our website for more information:
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/cleanupSites/Occidental/

What's in the Report?

Oxy investigated contamination at its Tacoma site. The site is
located at 605 Alexander Ave., Tacoma, WA. The investigation
was overseen by Ecology and the federal Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

Oxy found hazardous substances in the groundwater, soil, and
sediment at the Site. The contamination is related to historical
operations and waste disposal practices. The primary contaminants
include:

e Chlorinated volatile organic compounds (CVOCs)

e Sodium hydroxide

e Salt (sodium chloride)

e Metals

e By-products of chlorinated solvent production

e Poly-chlorinated Biphenyls (PCB)

e Dioxins/furans

You can see the extent of the contamination in Figure 1 on page 3.
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Public Comment Period

October 23, 2015 through
December 19, 2015

Comments must be postmarked,
received by email, or hand
delivered by December 19,
2015 to be considered.

Submit comments to:
Kerry Graber
Department of Ecology
Hazardous Waste & Toxics
Reduction Program - SWRO
PO Box 47775
Olympia WA 98504-7775
Email:
kerry.graber@ecy.wa.gov
Phone: 360-407-0241

Public Meeting

Date: October 28, 2015

Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Location: Center at Norpoint
4818 Nassau Ave NE
Tacoma, WA 98422

Document Repositories

Please call these locations for
business hours.

Hazardous Waste & Toxics
Reduction Program - SWRO
PO Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600
360-407-6365

Citizens for a Healthy Bay
535 Dock Street, Suite 213
Tacoma, WA 98402
253-383-2429

Mary Rose Kobetich Library
212 Browns Point Blvd NE
Tacoma, WA 98422
253-248-7265
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Impacts of Contamination

Occidental submitted a risk assessment that has not been formally approved by Ecology. The risk
assessment predicts possible affects to the environment or people and is referred to in the draft RI.
Ecology will work with a contractor, Ridolfi Environmental, to evaluate the quality of the risk assessment
and exposure pathway information as the cleanup process moves forward.

Chemicals could enter the body three ways: breathing dust, touching contaminated soil, or swallowing
contaminated soil or groundwater. Based on the current risk assessment, there is no direct risk to the
public of exposure to these chemicals. Only authorized persons may enter the site area. Cleanup workers
at the site follow a site safety plan developed and overseen by Oxy and its contractors. The plan limits the
workers’ direct contact with contaminated soil, groundwater, and sediment, or breathing in indoor air at
the site and at the neighboring Port of Tacoma property. Air samples taken in the buildings in and near the
site showed CVVOC levels below industrial standards. This means, in an industrial setting, potential
exposure is below a level that would pose a risk to adult humans.

People that consume resident fish and shellfish from the Hylebos creek may have an indirect risk of
exposure. Ecology is addressing this indirect risk and will keep the public updated. Find more information
about healthy fish consumption at Washington Department of Health’s webpage:
www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/Food/Fish.

Shellfish harvesting is closed in Commencement Bay due to pollution. Find out more by visiting Tacoma-
Pierce County Health Department’s Safe Shellfish program: www.tpchd.org/environment/surface-water-
lakes-beaches-shellfish/safe-shellfish-program/.

Contamination does not affect public drinking water. If you have a private well nearby, please contact
Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department at 253-798-6470 for more information.

Join our Listserv for More Updates

If you are interested in learning more about this cleanup, join our email listserv by following this link:
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=0OCCIDENTAL-CORRECTIVE-ACTION&A=1.

Join our dangerous waste facility email listserv to learn more about what’s happening at our state’s
dangerous and hazardous waste facilities. Join here: http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-
bin/wa? AO=DWFACILITIES-PUBLIC-NOTICE.

OCCIDENTAL SITE CLEANUP TIMELINE

Feasibility Continued
Study Monitoring (&
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We’d Like to Hear From You!

A Remedial Investigation (RI) is available for your review and comments for the Occidental Chemical
Company’s Site at 605 Alexander Ave., Tacoma, WA.

Public Comment Period: October 23, 2015 through December 19, 2015
Public Meeting: October 28, 6-8 p.m. - Center at Norpoint: 4818 Nassau Ave NE, Tacoma, WA 98422

More information at: www.ecy.wa.qgov/programs/hwtr/cleanupSites/Occidental/

Espafiol: El Departamento de Ecologia del Estado de Washington le invita a comentar sobre el borrador del reporte conocido como la Investigacion
Correctiva (RI, por sus siglas en inglés) para el sitio en Tacoma de Occidental Chemical Corporation. También, le invitamos a asistir una reunion
informacional para enterarse sobre los resultados del reporte y sobre los proximos pasos en el proceso de limpieza. Empleados de Ecologia estaran
presentes para contestar sus preguntas. La reunion estara en el Centro de Norpoint, 4818 Nassau Ave. N.E., Tacoma, WA 98422. La fecha de la
reunion es el 28 de octubre a las 6-8 pm. Para obtener mas informacion o solicitar la presencia de un intérprete, favor de comunicarse con Gretchen
Newman al 360-407-6097 o preguntas@ecy.wa.gov.
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PYCCKHIA: [lenapramMenT DKOIOrHH IITaTa BallMHITOH mpuriamaer Bac MpoKOMMEHTHPOBATh IPOEKT JOKJIANA, KOTOPbIH HA3hIBACTCS
Koppekruposounoe uccienoBanne (Remedial Investigation, RI) mns xummaeckoro kmacrepa «Occidental Chemical Corporationy, pacrion0XeHHOTO
B Takome. BrI Taroke npuriamens! Ha HHQOPMAIMOHHYIO BCTPEUy IT0 pe3yIbTaTax OTYeTa U MOCHIeLYIOIIIX dTalax MpoIecca OYHCTKH.
CoTpyJHUKH-IKOJIOTH OyayT HIPHCYTCTBOBATh Ha 3TOM BCTpede M OTBETAT Ha Banm Bonpockl. Berpeua Oyner npoxoauts 28 okTs10ps ¢ 6-Tu 10 8-Mu
vacoB Beuepa B Llentpe Norpoint mo agpecy: 4818 Nassau Ave NE, Tacoma, WA 98422. J{isi moiyueHns JOIOJHUTEIbHON HH)OPMAIUN U JUTS
M0/1a4H 3as1BKU Ha YCIIYTH TIEPEBOIYHKA B X0JIe BCTPEUH, MOXKAIyHCTa, oOpaTuTech k 360-407-6300
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