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Dorothy Walker, July 24 

From: Dorothy Walker [mailto:dorothyw@centurylink.net]  

Sent: Monday, July 24, 2017 4:35 PM 

To: Teel, Steve (ECY) <STEE461@ECY.WA.GOV> 

Subject: Taylor Way & Alexander Ave. Fill Area 

 

Steve Teel,    

Site Manager  

WA Department of Ecology   

P.O. Box 47775       

Olympia, WA  98504‐7775    

 

Dear Mr. Teel, 

 

I am writing to request that you extend the comment period for the Interim Action Work 
Plan, the Agreed Order, the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) determination and the 
Public Participation Plan and that you conduct a public hearing on the project.  
 
Naturally, I am in favor of cleaning up the terrible messes on the tide flats. But I do not 
think the public is well informed that this particular clean-up is happening and should be 
able to examine the adequacy, extent and possible adverse side effects. The location of 
the contaminated property adjacent to the proposed LNG site and the path of the natural 
gas pipeline construction make it especially critical and of interest to the public. 
 
Thank you, 
Dorothy Walker 
3608 Forest Beach Dr 
Gig Harbor, WA 

 

Ecology Response:  

Thank you for your comment. Others submitted similar comments and we have responded to them 

in the “Responses to Common Comments” section above. Regarding your request for an extension 

of the comment period and a public meeting, please see “Comment Period Extension and Public 

Meeting” on page 11. Regarding your request to test soil under Taylor Way, please see “Concerns 

about the proximity of the site to the LNG pipeline excavation” on page 9. Lastly, regarding the 

adequacy of Ecology’s outreach, please see “Adequacy of outreach, access to outreach materials” 

on page 10. 
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Noah Davis, July 24 

HI Steve, 

My understanding is that there is some serious contamination underfoot? How will this be 
independently monitored by Ecology (without continuing to rely on PSE to provide soil samples as 
they choose). We need independent monitory by Ecology and these sites need to be tested first, 
before PSE starts digging. 

And, has anyone thought of the sea level rise and the effect that will have on contamination. And 
then during digging, what of the constant airborne particulates? Its way to dry to be digging this 
summer. 

I have to say, that based on what I saw at the proposed LNG site with the digging there and the 
swirls of dust taking off, and the trucks tracking soil out, that Ecology has to step up its game and 
take over monitoring. We have to stop being so reactive and stop relying on the potential 
polluters to be completely independent and objective. 

 

Noah Davis, Esq | IN PACTA Lawyers PLLC 
 206.709.8281 | F 206.860.0178  
 206.734.3753 (Direct)| Ext 101  
 nd@inpacta.com | www.inpacta.com  
801 2nd Ave | Ste 800| Seattle WA 98104 

 

 

Ecology Response:  

Thank you for your comment. Others submitted similar comments and we have responded to them 

in the “Responses to Common Comments” section above. Please see “Concerns about the 

proximity of the site to the LNG pipeline excavation” on page 11 regarding your comments about  

the Puget Sound Energy excavation. 

mailto:nd@inpacta.com
http://www.inpacta.com/
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Steven R. Storms, July 23 

Email: 

From: Steve [mailto:storms123@aol.com]  

Sent: Sunday, July 23, 2017 10:43 PM 

To: Teel, Steve (ECY) <STEE461@ECY.WA.GOV> 

Subject: Comment Period Extension for Taylor Way & Alexander Ave Fill Area 

Dear Mr. Teel  

Attached is a "Request for a Comment Period Extension for Taylor Way & Alexander Ave Fill 
Area".  

Please consider an extension to allow a more thorough review of this project. There are several 
serious concerns that need to be addressed. 

Steven R. Storms 

BSChE, PE. Retired 

Board Member, Northeast Tacoma Neighborhood Council 

 

Attached document:  

Mr. Steve Teel 
Toxics Cleanup Program, Southwest Regional Office 

Washington Department of Ecology 

PO Box 47775 

Olympia, WA 98504-7775 

 

Subject: Request for Comment Period Extension for Taylor Way & Alexander Ave Fill Area, 
Tacoma, WA Site 

Dear Mr. Teel, 

I am writing to request a one month extension to the comment period for the Taylor Way & 
Alexander Ave Fill Area site in the Port of Tacoma. There are several areas that seem to need 
more review.  

Below are the three areas that cause me the most concern. 

 

The Final Solution Should be More Than the Interim Work Plan - I am concerned that the draft 
Interim Action Work Plan that includes filling and capping, once accomplished, would become the 
final resolution, even if it determined that that is not an adequate solution. The proposed capping 
of the site seems more like an interim plan instead of a final solution. As your organization is 
called, Toxic Cleanup Program, there is no clean up involved with this plan. It leaves the 
contamination in the ground and only hopes that it will not be disturbed at some future time.  

Proximity to PSE LNG Infrastructure – I am also concerned with the proximity of this cleanup 
plan to the Puget Sound Energy Liquefied Natural Gas facility and the associated pipeline 
currently being installed. Disturbing the ground with the pipeline can cause different water 
penetrations and mixing with runoff. Even the chemicals used in the trenches and horizontal 
drilling will get mixed with contaminated soil. 

mailto:storms123@aol.com
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Projected Sea Level Rise – There is a large concern with the projected sea level rise in the Port 
of Tacoma over the next 25 - 50 years. As noted in the City of Tacoma Climate Resiliency Study, 
2016, a significant portion of the Port of Tacoma is projected to be under water during extreme 
high tide situations. A detailed review of this site should be performed to determine the projected 
status of it during such extreme tide situations. If the sea level rises as predicted, the ground 
water level will impact the contamination at the site even if it is covered with several feet of earth 
and covered with asphalt. There would be a large potential for contamination in both the Hylebos 
and the Blair Waterways.  

Please consider extending this comment period. I believe that a more thorough review of this 
project is required.  

 

Thanks 

 

Steven R. Storms  

BSChE, PE. Retired 

 

 

 

Ecology Response  

Thank you for your comment. Others submitted similar comments and we have responded to them 

in the “Responses to Common Comments” section above. Please see the following sections for 

Ecology’s responses: “Concern that the interim action may become the final cleanup” on page 12, 

“Concerns about the proximity of the site to the LNG pipeline excavation” on page 11, “Concern 

about the effect of sea level rise on the cleanup” on page 12, and  “Comment period extension & 

public meeting” on page 11.
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Yvonne McCarty, July 24 

From: Comcast Yvonne [mailto:yvonne.mccarty@comcast.net]  
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2017 1:28 PM 

To: Teel, Steve (ECY) <STEE461@ECY.WA.GOV> 

Cc: Nanette Reetz <N.Reetz@comcast.net>; Robert Thoms <robert.thoms@cityoftacoma.org>; 

Mello, Ryan <rmello@cityoftacoma.org>; Ann Locsin <locsinann@gmail.com> 

Subject: Taylor Way & Alexander Ave. Fill Area  

 

Re: TAYLOR WAY & ALEXANDER AVE FILL AREA 
1500 Block Taylor Way E, Tacoma, WA 98409 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=4692 

 

Dear Mr. Teel, 

I'm writing to you to formally request a public meeting for the community of Northeast Tacoma 
regarding the above mentioned project. We would like a public meeting to be conducted in 
Northeast Tacoma (suggest the Center at Norpoint) to include a presentation of the key project 
materials that are posted on your website for this project (Agreed Order, Interim Action Work 
Plan, Public Participation Plan, SEPA Determination Draft, and the SEPA Checklist).  Ideally, this 
public meeting will have ample and broad public notification to the greater Tacoma community, 
but especially to the community of NE Tacoma. Due to this project's proximity to our community 
and the serious public health risks associated the contamination on this site, we feel that we 
should have the opportunity to learn more about it from the Department of Ecology directly and 
be afforded the opportunity to ask questions.  

I would also like to request that you extend the public comment period accordingly, and allow 
ample time following the public meeting for additional public comments to be submitted. 

Finally, I just learned of this project this weekend. What do I need to do to get on a notification 
list for all projects that you are the SEPA lead agency that fall within the Tacoma Tideflats or NE 
Tacoma/Browns Point/Dash Point communities?  

 
Sincerely, 
Yvonne McCarty 
NE Tacoma Neighborhood Council Co-Chair 
cell: 253-219-0349 
 

 

 

mailto:yvonne.mccarty@comcast.net
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Ecology Response:  

 

Thank you for your comment. Others submitted similar comments and we have responded to them 

in the “Responses to Common Comments” section above. Regarding your first and second 

comments, Please see “Adequacy of outreach, access to outreach materials” on page 10 regarding 

your comments about public discussion and transparency. Regarding your request for an extension 

of the comment period and a public meeting, please see “Comment period extension & public 

meeting” on page 11. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

 

Notification mailer for 2017 Taylor Way and Alexander Avenue Fill Area  

interim action public comment period 









PO	Box	47775	

Olympia,	WA	98504‐7775	

	

	

Join the discussion about cleanup at the  
Taylor Way & Alexander Ave Fill Area site! 

Ecology seeks public comment on          
cleanup plans 

Public Comment Period:                             
June 22 — July 24, 2017 

Facility Site ID #: 1403183  
Cleanup Site ID #: 4692 

To	request	ADA	accommodation,	including	
materials	in	a	format	for	the	visually								
impaired,	call	Ecology	at	(360)	407‐6300.	
	

Persons	with	impaired	hearing	may	call	
Washington	Relay	Service	at	711.	Persons	
with	speech	disability	may	call	TTY	at					
877‐833‐6341.	
	

¿Habla	Español?	Si	necesita	esta														
información	en	español,	contáctenos	a													
preguntas@ecy.wa.gov. TACOMA	


