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Memorandum 

To: Ron Timm, Washington State Department of Ecology 

Copies: Carol Wiseman, Weyerhaeuser 
Sandy Forman, M.A.P. #2, LLC 

From: Lynn Grochala, Floyd|Snider 

Date: October 20, 2017 

Project No: Weyer-Mill E 

Re: Pipe Exploration Summary for Storm Drain Associated with Outfall LLO-07 

 
In February and March 2017, Floyd|Snider performed fieldwork at the Former Mill E/Koppers 
Facility in Everett, Washington (the Site), at the request of Weyerhaeuser, to investigate Outfall 
LLO-07 and its associated conveyance piping. Refer to Figure 1 for the location of the Site. 
Floyd|Snider, along with their subcontractor Applied Professional Services (APS), first 
investigated the pipe at Outfall LLO-07 in February with a video camera mounted on a crawler 
device, and recorded a video of the interior of the pipe to about 33 feet in a northwesterly 
direction from the outfall. The crawler could not proceed farther because the pipe was 
obstructed by large, woody debris. In early March, Floyd|Snider and APS further investigated the 
pipe using sonde technology. They were able to trace the pipe 290 feet from where it discharges 
at Outfall LLO-07, at which point there was an obstruction in the pipe that could not be bypassed 
with the sonde (refer to Figure 2). Floyd|Snider was able to trace approximately 90 percent of 
the length of the pipe from Outfall LLO-07 in a northwesterly direction across the Site. 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) subsequently requested in a verbal 
communication on August 9, 2017, that Weyerhaeuser attempt to locate the remainder of the 
pipe to the edge of the property and Site boundary. Therefore, in September 2017, Floyd│Snider, 
along with staff from Pacific Topsoil, performed two additional field events to continue the 
investigation of Outfall LLO-07 and its associated conveyance piping.  

The average water table in the area of the piping is between 5 and 6 feet below ground surface 
(bgs), but is tidally influenced by the Snohomish River. Because of this, both events were 
completed at low tide, with subsurface exploration targeted when the tide was below 3 feet 
mean lower low water (MLLW). Photographic documentation of both exploration events is 
included in Attachment 1 and the findings are depicted on Figure 3.  

 



Ron Timm, Ecology 
October 20, 2017  
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On September 5, Floyd|Snider requested that APS complete additional exploration via 
“potholing,” using a vacuum extraction truck and attached flexible hosing to penetrate into the 
subsurface and confirm the remainder of the storm drain piping associated with Outfall LLO-07. 
APS first potholed at the last verified location of the stormwater pipe from the March 2017 field 
investigation, which was approximately 290 feet northeast of Outfall LLO-07 and 40 feet 
southwest of the Site boundary. The pipe at this location was exposed and observed to be intact 
and intersected with a buried structure just beyond the original point of obstruction where the 
sonde probe could no longer advance in March. The unknown structure was further uncovered 
with the vacuum truck to reveal a square wooden “junction box” approximately 2 feet wide on 
each side, with the top of the box observed at 4 feet bgs. The structure did not have a lid and was 
densely filled with dirt and woody debris (refer to Photograph 1 of Attachment 1). The 12-inch-
diameter concrete outlet pipe (outlet to outfall) entered the box from the eastern face with the 
top of the pipe approximately 2 feet below the top of the box (6 feet bgs). An 8-inch-diameter 
concrete inlet pipe was uncovered entering the box on the western edge, directly across from 
the 12-inch-diameter concrete outlet pipe at approximately the same invert elevation. The 
vacuum truck was used to pothole west of the junction box toward the property line in an 
attempt to continue tracing the pipe. The pipe was not located during multiple pothole attempts, 
so the inlet pipe was exposed on the western edge just outside the junction box. Further 
exploration showed that the 8-inch-diameter pipe traveled west away from the junction box, but 
turned southwest approximately 2 feet west of the box via several conjoined bell joints that 
formed an approximate 130 degree curve (refer to Photograph 2 of Attachment 1). An effort was 
made to pothole where the 8-inch-diameter concrete pipe presumably would have reached the 
property line, but was unsuccessful. At this time, the tide was coming in, making further 
exploration difficult; therefore, the decision was made to cease exploration for the day. Soil that 
was removed from each location was used to backfill the same location it was removed from.  

On September 22, Floyd|Snider performed a second field exploration event to further investigate 
the junction box and 8-inch-diameter concrete pipe using sonde technology provided by 
Floyd|Snider’s subcontractor Innovative Vacuum Services, Inc. (Innovac) and a portable vacuum 
extraction unit from ESN Northwest. The junction box was uncovered and hand tools were used 
to fully clear the inside of the box to better access the pipes. Starting near the top of the pipes, 
angular rock approximately 2 inches in diameter was encountered and appeared to fill the 
bottom of the box and near pipe inlets and outlet (refer to Photograph 3 of Attachment 1). The 
rock was removed down to the pipe inverts and as much as possible from the pipe interiors. 
During this work, a second 8-inch-diameter concrete pipe oriented to the northwest was 
discovered inside of a cutout in the north side of the box. All three uncovered pipes had 
approximately the same invert elevation (refer to Photographs 4 and 5 of Attachment 1). There 
was no evidence of a pipe or cutout on the south side of the box.  

The 8-inch-diameter pipe on the west side of the junction box (assumed stormwater pipe) was 
traced using a sonde probe approximately 45 feet before reaching an impassable obstruction. 
This obstruction occurred just before the property line. The pipe was then potholed at this 
location and confirmed to be intact with no visible signs of damage or obstruction (refer to 
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Photograph 6 of Attachment 1). This was the farthest this pipe could be potholed without 
crossing the property line or undermining the property line fence. Based upon the visual 
observation of the west 8-inch-diameter pipe, Floyd|Snider believes there is sufficient evidence 
to reasonably infer that this pipe crosses the property line intact and drains, or previously 
drained, an unknown area away from and off of the property. The origin of the pipe remains 
unknown. 

The 8-inch-diameter pipe observed entering the junction box to the north was traced from the 
junction box using a sonde probe. The sonde verified that the pipe ran straight in a 
north/northwest direction toward the barrier wall and cap; however, the sonde hit an 
obstruction at approximately 40 feet. The pipe was then potholed at this location and confirmed 
to be intact with no visible signs of damage or other indication of the unknown blockage. It was 
decided to discontinue further potholing along the pipe alignment to the north due to the 
concern of moving closer to the barrier wall and asphalt cap.  

During the investigation as the tide was going out, the water level outside of the junction box 
was observed to be at a higher elevation than inside the box and the water inside the box was 
observed exiting the box via the 12-inch-diameter outlet pipe. The work was completed before 
high tide, so it was not clear if the water was entering the box from the outlet pipe (tide flow) 
only or if the groundwater level was rising from the bottom. The bottom of the box was full of 
2-inch-diameter angular rock and it is not clear if there is a solid bottom or not.  

Floyd|Snider completed subsequent review of prior Site documents in an attempt to identify the 
source of the 8-inch-diameter pipe that was identified on the north side of the junction box. 
As-Built drawings from the 1999 Construction Completion Report for the former Mill E/Koppers 
Site Remediation show a pressure sanitary sewer pipe that appears to line up (within a few feet) 
with the 8-inch-diameter concrete pipe. The sanitary sewer line was documented as a 4-inch-
diameter steel pipe that was cut and capped during the remediation and construction of the 
barrier wall. A metal detector was subsequently used in an attempt to locate the 4-inch-diameter 
steel pipe where it was cut and capped, but was not detected. Based upon these observations, 
Floyd|Snider believes it is reasonable to infer that the 4-inch-diameter sanitary sewer line 
transitioned to the 8-inch-diameter concrete line prior to entry into the junction box, and 
therefore this pipe was filled with select fill, cut, and capped at the barrier wall. The As-Built 
drawings do not show the junction box, but show that the sanitary sewer pipe (identified as 
6 inches +/- with construction material not known) crosses the property and terminates at a 
sanitary sewer manhole (SSMH-3) off-the property (refer to Drawing No. 1 included as 
Attachment 2). The plans do not show a discharge location for the sanitary sewer; therefore, it is 
also reasonable to infer that the utility drawings were not correct and that the sanitary sewer 
terminated at the junction box and subsequently discharged out Outfall LLO-07.  

To address the unknown off-site source of arsenic that is discharging via Outfall LLO-07 and 
potentially acting as an on-going source of arsenic to the subsurface of the Site at the junction 
box, Weyerhaeuser and Pacific Topsoil propose to cap or plug the inlet and outlet pipes from 



Ron Timm, Ecology 
October 20, 2017  
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within the junction box and to subsequently fill the wooden junction box with concrete. Sealing 
the box and associated pipes would eliminate the flow of river water from the Snohomish River 
into and out of the junction box via the outfall and piping, would eliminate the outfall as a 
pathway for contamination to the river via discharge out LLO-07, and would prevent off-site 
contamination from impacting Site soils.  

LIST ATTACHMENTS 

Figure 1 Site Location 

Figure 2 Stormwater Features 

Figure 3 LLO-07 Outfall Pipe Survey Details 

Attachment 1 Photographic Documentation 

Attachment 2 Drawing No. 1: Former Mill E/Koppers Site Remediation Site Plan 
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Figure 1
Site Location
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Notes:
 · Orthoimage provided by nearmap, 8/20/2016.
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Figure 2
Stormwater Features

Former Mill E/Koppers Site
Everett, Washington

Notes:
 · Orthoimage provided by nearmap, 2016.
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Figure 3
LLO-07 Outfall Pipe Survey Details
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Photograph 1. The wooden junction box viewed looking northwest, in line with the 12‐inch‐

diameter concrete outlet pipe (September 5, 2017). 

 
Photograph 2. The 8‐inch‐diameter concrete inlet pipe outside (west) of the junction box 

curving west to southwest via conjoined bell joints (September 5, 2017).  
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Documentation

Photographs 1 and 2
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Photograph 3. Clearing out mud and rock from the junction box. Photograph taken during ebb tide, 
causing water (river water) to flow into the box from the inlet pipes and out of the box through the 

outlet pipe (September 22, 2017).  

 
Photograph 4. Inside view of the junction box. The box interior includes the 12‐inch‐diameter 

concrete outlet pipe to Outfall LLO‐07 (bottom), the 8‐inch‐diameter concrete inlet pipe traveling 
north from the box toward the barrier wall and asphalt cap (right), and the 8‐inch‐diameter concrete 

inlet pipe traveling west toward the property line (top) (September 22, 2017). 
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Photograph 5. View of the 8‐inch‐diameter concrete pipe on the north side of the junction box. 

A buildup of rock and mud was visible inside all three pipes (September 22, 2017). 

 
Photograph 6. View of the exposed 8‐inch‐diameter pipe on the west side of the junction box at 

the property line (September 22, 2017) 
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Photographs 5 and 6
 



 

Attachment 2 
Drawing No. 1: Former Mill E/Koppers Site Remediation Site Plan 
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