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Agreed Order Available for Review and Comment 
 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) is 
providing an opportunity for the public to comment on the 
Agreed Order for the completion of a Remedial Investigation 
and Feasibility Study for the site identified by Ecology as the 
“Michael Irrigation Site” (also known as John Michael Lease 
Site) located at 5640 Sunset Highway in Cashmere. 
   
Ecology is asking for your comments on the Agreed Order.  
You are invited to: 
• Review the Agreed Order  
• Send your comments to Ecology for consideration.  
Comments will be accepted May 24, 2018 through June 25, 
2018. 

Site Background 
 
BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) has active railroad tracks 
running next to the Wenatchee River in Cashmere.  BNSF also 
owns a 0.34 acre parcel adjacent to the railroad corridor in 
the west part of Cashmere.  Oil was found in soil at the site 
during a telephone pole installation in 2004.  Since 2004, 
BNSF has done several investigations into soil and 
groundwater contamination at the site.   
  
This Agreed Order is for continued investigation of soil and 
groundwater at the site and to determine the appropriate 
cleanup option for the site. 

CONTACT & INFORMATION 

Comments accepted:  
May 24, 2018 – June 25, 2018 

Submit comments to 
Frank Winslow 
WA Department of Ecology 
Central Regional Office 
1250 W Alder Street 
Union Gap, WA 98903-0009 
Frank.Winslow@ecy.wa.gov 

Document review locations: 
Cashmere Public Library 
300 Woodring Street 
Cashmere, WA 98815 
Phone:  (509) 782-3314 
Hours: 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 9 AM – 6 PM 
Thursday:  11 AM – 8 PM 
Saturday:   9 AM – 1 PM 

WA Department of Ecology 
1250 W Alder Street 
Union Gap, WA 98903 
Phone:  (509) 575-2027 
PublicRecords@ecy.wa.gov 

Ecology Toxics Cleanup Website: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepa
ge.aspx?csid=2149 

Facility Site ID: 3154383 

Site Cleanup ID: 2149 

Michael Irrigation 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=2149
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=2149


 

Special accommodations  
To request materials in a format for the visually impaired, visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility, call Ecology at 360-
407-7668, Relay Service 711, or TTY 877-833-6341. 

A remedial investigation (RI) report will be prepared that presents the current understanding of the site, 
based on past and new studies.  A feasibility study (FS) report will then be prepared to show options for 
cleaning up the contaminated soil and groundwater.  The potential cleanup options will minimize or 
eliminate the risk to human health and the environmental.   
 
After we finish the RI and FS reports, BNSF will complete a draft Cleanup Action Plan (CAP) that 
describes the cleanup strategy preferred by Ecology.  The CAP will be part of a legal agreement that 
requires cleanup of the Site.  Ecology will post the legal agreement and CAP for public review and 
comment prior to finalization.  Actual cleanup will begin after public comment. 

Why This Investigation Matters 
 
The oil contamination in soil is above state standards for protection of human health and the 
environment.  Cleanup will improve conditions at the site and reduce exposure to contaminants.  

What Happens Next 
 
After the public comment period ends, Ecology will review comments received during the comment 
period and respond.  We will make changes to the Agreed Order if needed based on public comments. 
  
For information about other opportunities for public involvement such as meetings, hearings, open 
houses and workshops, please visit Ecology’s Public Involvement Calendar 
at https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing  
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