
Memorandum 
Plaza 600 Building, 600 Stewart Street, Suite 1700, Seattle, Washington 98101, Telephone: 206.728.2674, Fax: 206.728.2732 www.geoengineers.com 

To: Andy Kallus, Washington State Department of Ecology 

From: Erik Gerking, Port of Everett; Iain Wingard and John Herzog, GeoEngineers 

Date: April 6, 2018 

File: 0676-020-05 

Subject: Notification of Well Decommissioning at Mill A Cleanup Site 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this memorandum is to notify the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Toxics 
Cleanup team for the need to decommission monitoring wells at the Weyerhaeuser Mill A Former (Mill A) Site 
(Site) located in Everett, Washington. The wells are to be decommissioned because they are located within an 
area undergoing construction to strengthen the marine terminal. Mill A is currently listed in Ecology’s database 
of confirmed and suspected contaminated sites under Facility/Site Number 1884322 and Cleanup Site 
ID 2146. The Remedial Investigation (RI) for the Upland Area is being performed by the Port of Everett (Port), 
Weyerhaeuser Company (Weyerhaeuser) and Department of Natural Resources (DNR) under Agreed Order (AO) 
No. DE 8979 issued by the Ecology. Upland Area investigation activities included installation of and sampling 
and analysis from groundwater monitoring wells at the Site including the wells to be decommissioned. 

SOUTH TERMINAL WHARF UPGRADES PROJECT 

The Port is in the process of contracting to construct upgrades to the wharf at the South Terminal to strengthen 
the wharf to accommodate heavier loads. The South Terminal Wharf and Electrical Upgrades Project consists 
of wharf retrofit work including demolition of existing structures and pavement, installation of new steel pipe 
piles, utilities replacement, and repaving of the wharf. The work area encompasses the locations of wells 
installed as part of the investigation of the Upland Area at the South Terminal. 

WELL DECOMMISSIONING WORK 

The South Terminal Wharf Upgrades Project work will impact existing monitoring wells EST14, EST18 and EST19 
(Figure 1). These monitoring wells are located within the footprint of the wharf upgrade project excavation 
and/or pavement demolition and replacement areas. Other wells in the vicinity of the construction project will 
be protected in place. The Port plans to decommission the three monitoring wells prior to construction activities 
at the South Terminal. It is possible that additional, adjacent monitoring wells may need to be decommissioned 
as a result of construction activities. If that is required, the Port will notify Ecology prior to decommissioning any 
additional monitoring wells. 

The wells to be decommissioned are constructed of 2-inch-diameter, flush-threaded, Schedule 40 polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) casing with machine-slotted PVC screen (0.010-inch). The top of the well screens were positioned 
approximately 5 feet above the observed groundwater level at the time of drilling, or within 3 feet of the ground 
surface, whichever was deeper. Screened intervals ranging from approximately 5 to 15 feet in length were 
positioned across the water table. Each well has a concrete surface seal and a flush-mount monument 
cemented in place. The well installation logs for EST14, EST18 and EST19 are provided in Attachment 1 and 
the Resource Protection Well Reports are provided Attachment 2. 
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Well decommissioning will be completed by a Washington State licensed driller in accordance with Ecology 
requirements. GeoEngineers technical staff will oversee the well decommissioning activities. Well 
decommissioning will be completed in compliance with Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 173-160-460 and 
will consist of the following general procedures for each well: 

■ Driller will submit notice of intent (NOI) documents to Ecology a minimum of 72-hours prior to 
decommissioning; 

■ Place bentonite chips into the well casing to fill the entire well casing; 

■ Pour sufficient water into the well casing to activate the bentonite chips; 

■ Remove monument; 

■ Place concrete patch over the decommissioned well location; and  

■ Decommissioning reports will be submitted to Ecology. 

This worked is scheduled to be completed by the end of April 2018. The Port will notify the Ecology Toxics 
Cleanup Program team after the monitoring wells are decommissioned. 

FUTURE WELL REPLACEMENT 

Currently there are no additional planned sampling events for completion of the Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study for the Mill A Site. If groundwater samples are needed in the future at these 
monitoring well locations, the Port will coordinate with Ecology to re-install monitoring wells as required for the 
cleanup. 

Disclaimer: Any electronic form, facsimile or hard copy of the original document (email, text, table, and/or figure), if provided, and any attachments are only a copy of the 
original document.  The original document is stored by GeoEngineers, Inc. and will serve as the official document of record. 
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Log of Monitoring Well EST14
Port of Everett South Terminal Redevelopment
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Log of Monitoring Well EST14 (continued)
Port of Everett South Terminal Redevelopment
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Log of Monitoring Well EST14 (continued)
Port of Everett South Terminal Redevelopment
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RSTDrilled

Date Measured

Drilling
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Horizontal
Datum

Vertical Datum

DOE Well I.D.:  BJY-121
A 2 (in) well was installed on 8/4/2016 to a depth of 20 (ft).

10/10/2016
Easting (X)
Northing (Y)

Drilling
Equipment

52

Top of Casing
Elevation (ft) 17.56

Start End
Checked By

11.7

CME 75

Elevation (ft)

Groundwater

Driller

Depth to
Water (ft)

PDRTotal
Depth (ft) Hollow-Stem Auger

Notes:

Hammer
Data

Surface Elevation (ft)

Rope & Cathead
300 (lbs) / 30 (in) Drop

Cascade Drilling, LP

5.9

17.99
MLLW

358524.2
1298756.5 NAD83

Steel surface
monument

Note: See Figure A-1 for explanation of symbols.
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100
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11

13

40 Gray silt with fine sand and occasional shell
fragments (dense, wet) (Whidbey
Formation)

ML

EST19_
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45-46

EST19_
50-51

Pure gold
bentonite chips

NS

NS

NS

52.0'

<1
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Note: See Figure A-1 for explanation of symbols.
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Resource Protection Well Reports 
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