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March 15 – April 30, 2012 Public Comment Period 

Interim Action Plan and SEPA Determination of Non-Significance at the Apple 
Valley Elementary School 

7 N 88th Avenue 
Yakima, WA 

 
Site Manager: Norm Hepner 

 
The following comments were received during the March 15 to April 30, 2012 public comment 
period for the Apple Valley Elementary School site. Ecology responded to all questions and 
concerns in the form of a public meeting which was held on April 16, 2012. No additional 
comments were received after the public meeting was held.  The comments received have been 
added to the site file and are publicly available. 
 
Comment 1: Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency (YRCAA); see attached letter. 
Response: Ecology acknowledged the YRCAA’s comment regarding dust control.  Valerie 
Bound, Section Manager for the Toxics Cleanup Program, and Sue Billings, Section Manager for 
the Air Quality Program, met with the YRCAA to discuss dust control for the project.  Stringent 
requirements for dust control are written into the construction specifications for the project.  
Requirements included in the specifications to address dust control are: 

1)  Soil shall be sufficiently damp to prevent dust when excavating or tilling. 
2)  Soil in stockpiles shall be kept damp at all times. 
3)  Stockpiles shall be kept covered and fenced from public access at all times when work is not 
in progress. 
4)  Soil shall be hauled in damp from the source. 
5)  A wheel wash shall be provided and used by all trucks exiting the site which have traversed 
unpaved areas. 
6)  A truck wash or other acceptable form of decontamination shall be used in accordance with 
the YRCAA. 
7)  At least one water truck shall be available on site at all times. 
8)  A vacuum or catchment type street sweeper shall be available on site at all times. 
9)  The contractor shall be able to readily employ an approved contingency dust control measure.  
The contractor shall promptly implement contingency measures as needed. 
10)  The contractor will file an approved dust control plan with the YRCAA prior to beginning 
construction. 
11)  The contractor will meet with Ecology and the YRCAA to discuss the dust control plan 
prior to beginning construction. 
 
Comment 2:  John and Candace Manfredi; see attached letter. 



Response:  Ecology responded to the Manfredis’ letter by holding a public meeting as requested 
in the letter.  The letter includes the signatures of residents living at 38 properties in the 
immediate vicinity of the school.  A total of 44 signatures appear on the petition.  Responses to 
the concerns raised in the letter are as follows: 

1) Dust prevention – Dust prevention was addressed as stated in the response to Comment 1, 
above.  In addition to the required dust control measures, the contractor is required to 
provide a public liaison available to answer the telephone at any time of the day, seven 
days per week, for the duration of the project. 

2) Geotextile – The specified geotextile is rated to be 2 – 3 times more permeable than the 
native soil at the site, so any leaks in the pipes should show up at the surface quickly in 
the vicinity of the leak.  Leaving gaps in the geotextile would defeat the purpose of the 
geotextile, which is to provide a visual and physical barrier between the clean soil of the 
cap and the contaminated soil beneath. 

3) Construction traffic – Light construction traffic on public roads will be ongoing during 
the construction period of the project, but should pose no inconvenience to area residents.  
Heavy construction traffic will be limited to a relatively short period of time when soil is 
being hauled to or from the school.  During previous projects this heavy truck traffic has 
typically lasted for less than two weeks during the 7 week construction period.  Topsoil 
compacted by truck and equipment traffic will be ripped or scarified prior to installation 
of sod.  Only properly licensed, bonded, and experienced contractors are hired by 
Ecology for these projects.  Any incidental damage to new or existing underground 
utilities will be promptly repaired by the contractor. 

4) Geotextile clogging – The geotextile specified for this project is the industry standard for 
drainage projects and is rated to be 2 – 3 times more permeable than the native soil.  The 
project design includes a grading plan to ensure that proper drainage is maintained and 
runoff is contained on site.  The grading plan is tied to survey points, and provides for 
wide, shallow swales along the south and east borders of the property to protect 
downslope neighbors from surface runoff.  Catchment basins and infiltration galleries are 
located appropriately to collect and infiltrate runoff.  While Ecology cannot write letters 
to protect individual property owners, Ecology will stand behind its work and will take 
care of any problems that occur as a result of construction of the cap.  Upon completion 
of the cap, an Environmental Covenant will be attached to the property, and the site will 
be subject to inspection by Ecology every five years under the Uniform Environmental 
Covenants Act.  The five year inspection cycle is designed to protect the integrity of the 
cap. 

 
 
Comment 3:  Ray Walker; see attached letter. 
Response:  The comment from Mr. Walker was presented in the form of an informational 
narrative describing his personal experience using horse manure to counteract the toxic effects of 
lead and arsenic in orchard soils.  The narrative did not raise any questions or voice any 
concerns.  The letter was added to the site file.   
 
 
In closing, Ecology sincerely appreciates all comments from the community. 
  



 
 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 





 

 


