














Enclosure A 
 

Description and Diagrams of the Site 
 



 

 

Site Description 
 
This section provides Ecology’s understanding and interpretation of Site conditions, and is the 
basis for the opinions expressed in the body of the letter. 
 
Site:  The Site is defined by PCE released to soil.  The Site is located at one King County tax 
parcel number 0525049044, which consists of a 0.13-acre rectangular land (Property).  The 
Property is located on the northwest corner of the intersection of NE 65th Street and Brooklyn 
Avenue NE, with a street address of 1222 NE 65th Street in Seattle, Washington (Figure 1).   
 
Area and Property Description:  The Property is located in a mixed residential and commercial 
use area in the Ravenna District in Seattle.  The Property is bordered on the east by Brooklyn 
Avenue NE with single- and multi-family residential houses beyond, on the south by NE 65th 
Street with a naturopathy clinic and pharmacy beyond, and on the west by a dental office.   
 
The five parcels north of the Property were previously occupied by three single-family 
residences.  Those parcels are currently being redeveloped into a multistory apartment building 
with underground parking (Roosevelt Development).  Roosevelt High School is located further 
north.   
 
Before 2017, the Property is developed with a single family residence, a commercial building, 
and a paved parking lot (Figure 2).  In 2017, the Property was redeveloped into a six-story 
mixed-use apartment building with retail space on the ground floor. 
 
Site History and Current Use:  The Property is undeveloped prior to 1926.  The Property was 
partially developed on the northern portion with a 2,208-square-foot, wood-frame, single- family 
residence in 1926.  This residence was used as a rental unit.  The Property’s southern portion was 
developed with a 3,456-square-foot, one-story commercial building in 1961.   
 
A dry cleaners, All Star Cleaners, occupied the commercial building since construction.  The dry 
cleaning machine was located near the southwestern corner of the building.  PCE was used in the 
dry cleaning operation (Figure 2). 
 
The residence and the commercial building were demolished in 2017.  The Property was then 
developed with a six-story apartment building, with street-level retail and one level of basement 
storage. 
 
Sources of Contamination:  PCE released to soil was initially discovered in June 2015 during a 
limited Phase II investigation.  The contamination is associated with the operation of All Star 
Cleaners in the former commercial building from 1961 to 2017.   
 
Physiographic Setting:  The Site is situated at an elevation of approximately 225 feet amsl near 
the northeastern corner and descends to approximately 220 feet amsl near the southwestern 
corner.  The land surface in vicinity of the Site is flat with a gentle slope to the west-southwest. 
 



 
Surface/Storm Water System:  The nearest surface water is the Ravenna Creek located 
approximately 1,300 feet (0.25 miles) south of the Property.  Green Lake is located 
approximately 0.9 miles west of the Property.  Surface water at the Property discharges to the 
catch basins located on the eastern and southern portions of the Site, which discharges to the City 
of Seattle storm water system located along NE 65th Street. 
   
Ecological Setting:  Land surface of the Property and the surrounding properties is covered by 
buildings and asphalt or concrete pavement.     
  
Geology:  The Site is located on a gently rolling, elevated drift plain in the Puget Sound 
Lowland geomorphic province.  The Puget Sound Lowland is a basin lying between the Cascade 
Mountains to the east and the Olympic Mountains to the west, and is covered mainly by glacially 
deposited sediments.  The plain was formed during the last period of continental glaciation that 
ended approximately 13,500 years ago.  More specifically, the Site lies on the North Seattle Drift 
Upland, an upland area that generally trends north-south. 
 
Geological maps indicate the soil in this area is Vashon glacial till, which is a non-sorted, non-
stratified mixture of clay, silt, sand, and gravel up to boulder-size.  Glacial till was deposited as 
the bottom layer of soil beneath the southward advancing Vashon-age ice sheet, which reached 
its maximum extent about 14,000 years ago.  As the nearly 3,000-foot-high glacier advanced 
southward, it compressed the underlying bottom soils to a dense to very dense condition.  Over 
thousands of years, the upper surface has weathered to a loose to medium-dense condition. 
 
Soil observed at the Site consisted of a fill layer of 1 to 6.5 feet thick.  The fill layer was 
underlain by brownish gray silty sand with gravels to approximately 6 to 8 feet bgs.  An 
approximately 2-foot-thick layer of brownish gray sand was observed beneath the silty sand, 
which then transitions into a finer-grained silty sand and extends to approximately 16.5 feet bgs.  
A sand layer was observed underneath the silty sand to the total excavation depth of 25 feet bgs.    
 
Ground Water:  No ground water was encountered at the Site to the maximum excavation 
depth of approximately 25 feet bgs.  During the redevelopment, a total of 36 shafts were drilled 
for the soldier piles used to support the temporary shoring walls.  No ground water was observed 
in the shafts borings to a maximum depth of approximately 30 feet bgs. 
 
A ground water investigation was conducted to further evaluate the ground water depth at the 
Site.  The investigation has the following results: 
 
• Two adjacent cleanup sites, Elements Massage (Facility ID 85169) and Vida Apartments 

(Facility ID 99225), are located approximately 80 feet west and northwest of the Site.  Water 
was reportedly encountered at 10 and 12.5 feet bgs in two of the soil borings installed at the 
Elements Massage facility.  But correspondences suggested the water encountered was likely 
“transitory and due to the heavy rainfall” during drilling.  Ground water was not encountered 
to the maximum excavation depth of 14 feet bgs and maximum explored depth of 25 feet bgs 
in other soil borings at these two sites. 

 



 
• A geotechnical boring was drilled to approximately 40.5 feet bgs on the adjoining northern 

property (Roosevelt Development).  No ground water was encountered in the boring.  
 
• Three monitoring wells were installed at a property approximately 500 feet east of the Site.   

These wells were installed to total depths between 61 and 71 feet bgs.  No ground water was 
encountered in these three wells.   

 
• One well was installed at the City right-of-way approximately 700 feet northwest of the Site, 

to a total depth of 80 feet bgs and screened from 70 to 80 feet bgs.  No ground water was 
observed in this well.   

 
• Three wells were installed to depths between 100 and 140 feet bgs on the Sound Transit 

Roosevelt Station located approximately 325 feet northwest of the site.  One of the well was 
reportedly dry until approximately 100 feet bgs during drilling.  Two wells had a reportedly 
static water level at 95 feet bgs.   

 
• The headwater of the Ravenna Creek, which is approximately 1,300 feet south of the Site, is 

situated at an elevation of approximately 135 feet amsl.  This elevation is approximately 90 
feet lower than the ground surface elevation at the Site. 

 
Based on the ground water investigation, ground water is likely present at depths greater than 90 
feet bgs at the Site.   

 
Water Supply:  The Property’s drinking water is supplied by City of Seattle, which is sourced 
primarily from two watersheds:  the Cedar River watershed approximately 35 miles southeast of 
Seattle, and the Tolt River watershed approximately 30 miles east of Seattle. Drinking water is 
provided to the Property via the main water line along NE 65th Street located to the south.  
According to Ecology’s Well Logs database, there are no water supply wells located within a 1-
mile radius of the Site.   
 
Release and Extent of Soil Contamination:  Since 2015, Site assessments and cleanup actions 
were conducted to characterize and clean up the PCE contamination in soil at the Site.   
 
In June 2015, six soil borings (B1E through B6E) were drilled to total depths between 4 and 12 
feet bgs.  These borings were drilled near the former dry cleaning machine at the southwestern 
corner of the former dry cleaners building, as well as outside the building near the sewer lines.  A 
total of 14 soil samples were collected between 0.5 and 7 feet bgs for analysis of halogenic 
volatile organic compounds (HVOCs).  The soil samples collected from soil borings B3E and 
B5E at depths between 0.5 and 1 feet bgs contained PCE concentrations above the MTCA 
Method A soil cleanup level.  The soil boring locations are depicted on Figure 3. 
 
In April 2017, after the former buildings were demolished, 15 test pits (TP-1 through TP-15) 
were excavated throughout the Site.  These test pits were excavated in the footprints of the 
former buildings and beneath the sewer lines.  A total of 38 soil samples were collected from the 
test pits between 0.25 and 10 feet bgs for analysis of HVOCs.  One soil sample collected at 0.5 



 
feet bgs from test pit TP11 contained a PCE concentration above the MTCA Method A soil 
cleanup level.  The test pit locations are depicted on Figure 3. 
 
In July 2017, a total of 36 shafts were drilled to a maximum depth of 30 feet bgs for the soldier 
piles used to support the temporary shoring walls during excavation.  A total of 11 soil samples 
were collected from seven of the shafts (P1, P8, P17, P19, P30, P32, and P33) at depths between 
4 and 30 feet bgs.  All soil samples contained HVOC concentrations below the MTCA Method A 
soil cleanup levels.  The shafts soil sampling locations are depicted on Figure 4. 
 
In July 2017, PCE-contaminated soil was excavated from the Site.  The excavations were 
conducted at previously identified contaminated areas, including soil boring locations B3E and 
B5E, and test pit location TP-11.  A total of 10 confirmation soil samples were collected at the 
bottoms and sidewalls of the excavations at approximately 1 foot bgs.  All confirmation soil 
samples contained HVOC concentrations below the MTCA Method A soil cleanup levels.  
Approximately 33 tons of PCE-contaminated soil was removed from the Site.  The excavation 
limits and confirmation soil sampling locations are depicted on Figure 5. 
 
In July and August 2017, confirmation soil samples were collected at the bottom and sidewalls of 
the mass excavation for the Property redevelopment.  The depths of the excavation ranged 
between 10 to 14 feet bgs along the eastern half to 25 feet bgs along the western central Property 
line.  A total of 19 confirmation soil samples were collected from the bottom of the excavation 
between 10.5 and 22 feet bgs.  A total of 31 soil samples were collected from the sidewalls of the 
excavation between 5 and 23 feet bgs.  All sidewall soil samples contained HVOC 
concentrations below the MTCA Method A soil cleanup levels.  Two bottom soil samples, 
CS10B at 10 feet bgs and CS14B at 14 feet bgs, contained PCE concentrations above the MTCA 
Method A soil cleanup level.   
 
Over-excavation was conducted at these two spots and confirmation soil samples were collected 
after the over-excavation.  The confirmation samples, CS10BA at 14 feet bgs and CS14BA at 
14.5 feet bgs, contained PCE concentrations below the MTCA Method A soil cleanup level.  
Approximately 2,066 tons of soil was removed from the Site.  The confirmation soil sampling 
locations at the sidewall and bottom of the excavation are depicted on Figure 6 and Figure 7, 
respectively.  
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Enclosure A: Figure 7
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