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Creosoting Plant Facility (Photographs 1 to 4) 

 
Photograph 1.  “Bridge stringers as they arrive at the creosoting plant for treatment. The 
daily capacity is 40,000 feet.” (American Lumberman, 1921) 
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Photograph 2.  “A partial view of the creosoting plant of the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber 
Co., at Tacoma, Wash. In the foreground are shown treated piling. Piling, poles, timbers, 
and railroad ties are the principal creosoted products.” (American Lumberman, 1921) 
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Photograph 3.  “Immense quantities of ties are produced by the St. Paul & Tacoma 
Lumber Co., for both domestic and export trade. Those here shown are on the cargo dock 
ready for export.” (American Lumberman, 1921) 
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Photograph 4.  “Cargo dock of the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Co., at Tacoma, Wash., 
showing two steamers being loaded at one time. The electric railway terminating here 
leads direct to every shed, yard and mill on the entire plant. Insert shows new electric 
crane now installed and in operation.” (American Lumberman, 1921) 
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Coke Plant (Photographs 5 to 10) 

 
Photograph 5.  “Coke plant interior and exterior for Wilkeson Products. On May 28, 
1943, the first coke oven was charged at this site. After its success six more ovens were 
charged the following day. During the first week of Tune 1943, operations began at this 
million-dollar Pacific Northwest coke plant.” (Richards Studio D17139-1; image date: 
1944-03-09) 
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Photograph 6.  “Coke plant interior and exterior for Wilkeson Products. The Wilkeson 
Products Coke plant is an affiliate of the St. Paul and Tacoma lumber Company and only 
uses Wilkeson coal, the only coking coal in Washington.” (Richards Studio D17139-3; 
image date: 1944-03-09) 
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Photograph 7.  “Coke plant interior and exterior for Wilkeson Products. The Wilkeson 
Coke plant will provide shipments to defense plants in the Pacific Northwest, as well as, 
gas supplies for heating and cooking in Tacoma. Tacoma will be fortunate enough to 
have unlimited gas supplies during [he cold winter months.” (Richards Studio D17139-4; 
image date: 1944-03-09) 
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Photograph 8.  “Coke plant interior and exterior for Wilkeson Products. The Wilkeson 
Coke plant produces a high grade metallurgical coke that goes into the new carbide plant. 
Another by product is coal-tar.” (Richards Studio D17139-5; image date: 1944-03-09) 
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Photograph 9.  “Coke plant interior and exterior for Wilkeson Products. This war-
sponsored new industry has suffered endless labor shortages. The plant demands full 
operation on a 24-hour, 7-day basis. The increase in production will result in endless 
supplies of gas locally.” (Richards Studio D17139-6; image date: 1944-03-09) 
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Photograph 10.  “Coke plant interior and exterior for Wilkeson Products. Non-stop 
operations at the Wilkeson Coke plant have been difficult to maintain, but a necessary 
task. Plant provides shipments to commercial businesses and residents of Tacoma. Coke 
plant is the only one of its kind to the Pacific Northwest.” (Richards Studio D17139-8; 
image date: 1944-03-09) 
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Metals Recycling Facility (Photograph 11) 

 
Photograph 11.  “Aerial view of General Metals of Tacoma Inc. The company was 
located at 1919 Canal (now Portland Ave.) It was established In 1954 and specialized in 
scrap recovery and junk dealing. Leslie P. Sussman was the company president. General 
Metals is located to the north of bottom bridge next to the Puyallup River. Railroad tracks 
and open freight cars stand amid huge piles of metal. The large complex of buildings with 
the log boom pond at the top of the photos is St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Co.” (Richards 
Studio D102514-1; image date: 1956-10-21) 
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