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http://washingtonthoroughbred.com/william-c-and-barbara-nelson-jr-gunshy-manor/ 
 
William C. and Barbara Nelson Jr. (Gunshy Manor) 
 

 
 
William and Barbara Nelson Jr. developed and owned Gunshy Manor, a 165-acre farm in 
Redmond, of which 40-50 acres were devoted to the horses. The Nelsons, mainstays in the 
industry from the late 1960s until their deaths in the mid-2000s, bred Washington champions 
Prince Joda, Favored One, Norm’s Nephew and Margo’s Gift. Today, the Nelsons’ legacy lives 
on as Favored One’s granddaughter, Lexie Lou, won the 2014 Woodbine Oaks (G1-Can) and 
then defeated 14 male runners in the Queen’s Plate (G1-Can). 
 
Bill was born in Wenatchee and raised in nearby Cashmere. Barbara (Shackelford), though born 
in Berkley, California, was raised in Seattle. Both were graduates of the University of 
Washington, where Bill had received a football scholarship and was star athlete and Barbara 
graduated magna cum laude. Bill later would serve as an Army officer in World War II and 
graduate with an MBA from Harvard Business School, where he was on the 1943 team that won 
the national rugby championship. Barbara became only the second woman in UW history to be 
elected class president and was also the editor of the UW paper, The Daily. 
 
They were married in 1945 and raised five children: sons, Buff, Brian and Michael; and 
daughters, Janet and Mary. 
 
Bill later became the CEO and president of the insurance and bonding company, Dawson and 
Company. 
 
The Nelson family had moved to Redmond in 1957, after acquiring 124 acres of the original 
160-acre property which was first homesteaded in 1890. 
 
Barbara, who had been exposed to horses as a young child, soon added riding horses to the 
family farm. The Nelsons, or I should say Barbara, bought a Thoroughbred mare named Triple 
Punch, a 1957 daughter of Triplean. Her first foal, the 1962 gelding Roman Mutiny, became the 
Nelsons’ first winner and first stakes horse, as the son of Kings Mutiny finished third in 
Playfair’s Juvenile Mile Handicap and at three added a second in the Hilltop Handicap at the 
Spokane track. 
 
Since that successful beginning, the Nelsons bred the winners of close to 600 races and the 
earners of nearly $4-million. From 1964 through 2009 (the last year they were listed among 



 

Washington’s top 50 breeders), their names appeared among the top ten on nine other occasions; 
and they were listed 21 more times among the top 50 state producers of Washington-bred 
earners. The Nelson topped the state breeders list in 2007. 
 
From that one mare, the Gunshy broodmare band grew to 13 mares in the mid-1980s and also 
served as station to homebred stallions Exclusive Listing, Put Em Up and Drumboggie. The 
well-bred Exclusive Listing (a son of Exclusive Native from the immediate family of Affirmed) 
was unraced due to injury. Put Em Up, by Staff Writer, won stakes at both Longacres and Bay 
Meadows. Drumboggie, a winning son of Drum Fire, was a half-brother to Grade 1-placed 
Villador. 
 
The Nelsons joined the WTBOA in 1958. Barbara served on the board of trustees as a regular 
member from 1972-1989 and as board member emeritus from 1990-2006. The WTBOA’s 
second vice president in 1980, she also served on the sales, magazine, finance and special events 
committees. 
 
The Nelsons bred a trio of Gottstein Futurity winners. In addition to Prince Joda (1971) and 
Favored One (1994) was Favored One’s older half-brother Krupa (1985). 
 
Two-time champion Margo’s Gift, who raced for Elttaes Stable, would only finish third in the 
2007 Gottstein, but later that fall would bring Washington racing fans to their feet when he 
decisively won the $250,000 Favorite Trick Breeders’ Cup Stakes – under 2014 Racing Hall of 
Fame inductee Ricky Frazier – held the day preceding the 24th Breeders’ Cup World 
Championships at Monmouth Park in New Jersey. 
 
Among the many other good runners bred by the Nelsons were additional Washington-bred 
stakes winners A’La Natural, Bookie Buster, Catch Me, Ego Image, Ekahi, High On Jazz, Luv a 
Roni, Northern Alert, On Leave, Seaborn, Tight End and Wailea Warrior; non-Washington-bred 
stakes winner Cleard for Action; and 1985 Washington most improved plater Exclusive Aim. 
 
The Redmond couple also had connections to another Canadian champion as they co-bred – with 
Packy and Julia McMurry’s Enumclaw-based Royal Match Stud Inc. – the dam of 2007 
champion two-year-old filly Dancing Allstar. 
 



 

WASHINGTON RACING HALL OF FAME 
ANNOUNCES CLASS OF 2014 

 

AUBURN, Wash. (July 22, 2014) – Trainer Ben Harris and jockey Ricky Frazier head a stellar field of 

2014 Washington Racing Hall of Fame inductees, Emerald Downs announced Tuesday. 

Chum Salmon, winner of seven stakes including a last-to-first victory in the 1985 Longacres Mile, 

was elected in the Male Horse category, and Delicate Vine, the 1986 Washington Horse of the Year and a 

triple graded winner, won the filly and mare division. 

William and Barbara Nelson Jr., breeder of four Washington state champions, will be inducted in 

the breeding division. 

The Washington Racing Hall of Fame’s 12th annual induction ceremony is Saturday, August 16, in 

the Emerald Room following the day’s races.  

Frazier becomes the second jockey to make the Hall of Fame based mainly on accomplishments at 

Emerald Downs. A native of Arkansas, Frazier—who celebrates his 50th birthday Wednesday—produced 

one of the most dominant runs in state history, winning five titles in a seven-season span ( 2004-10) 

including two Longacres Miles. In 2007, Frazier set track records with 157 wins and over $1.6 million in 

earnings, and also finished first with 12 stakes wins. For his career, Frazier won 3,469 races and over $42 

million in purse earnings. 

A native of tiny Satus, Wash., Harris was the only trainer in Longacres’ 59-year history to win four 

straight training titles, including the 1991 meet when his 93 wins shattered the single-season record.  

Harris also won four training titles at Yakima Meadows, and his 31 Longacres stakes wins rank No. 9 all-

time. Major clients included the late George Layman Jr. and Dr. John Furukawa.  
Chum Salmon, a 1980 Washington-bred by Gaelic Dancer-Saree, is considered one of the most 

exciting runners in state history. Trained by Larry Ross and owned by Chum Salmon Stable, the dark bay 

or brown horse won 13-of-29 career starts and earned $388,195. His deep closing style produced one of 

the most electrifying rallies in Longacres Mile history, as the field’s lone Washington-bred inhaled a star-

studded group for a $19.20 upset in the 1985 renewal of the Northwest’s greatest race. 

Delicate Vine, a 1984 Washington-bred by Knight’s Choice-Fool’s Miss, was one of the nation’s 

top 2-year-old fillies of 1986. Bred by DanDar Farm, trained by Bobby Frankel, and owned by Frankel, 

Greg Alsdorf and Jerry and Ann Moss, Delicate Vine showcased her talents across America, winning the 

Grade 1 Arlington-Washington Lassie Stakes at Arlington Park, Grade 2 Sorority at Monmouth, and Grade 

3 Landaluce Stakes at Hollywood Park.    (more) 



2014 WA Racing Hall of Fame 
2-2-2-2 

 

William and Barbara Nelson Jr. owned Gunshy Manor, a 165-acre breeding farm in Redmond, 

located across Lake Washington east of Seattle. The Nelson’s bred Washington champions Prince Joda, 

Favored One, Norm’s Nephew and Margo’s Gift. Although both are deceased, the Nelson’s legacy lives on 

as Favored One’s granddaughter, Lexie Lou, defeated 14 male colts in the 2014 Queen’s Plate.  

 

Washington Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame 

 Horse (year inducted) 

 Chum Salmon, (2014-male)/Delicate Vine (2014-filly or mare), Military Hawk (2013-male)/Table Hands 

(2013-filly or mare),  Hilco Scamper (2012-male)/Rings a Chime (2012-filly or mare), Pataha Prince (2011-

male)/Firesweeper (2011-filly or mare), Biggs (2010), Sparrow Castle (2009), Belle of Rainier (2008), Peterhof’s Patea 

(2007), Sir William (2006), Smogy Dew (2005), Turbulator (2004), Saratoga Passage (2004), Captain Condo (2003), 

Chinook Pass (2003), Trooper Seven (2003). 

Jockey 

Ricky Frazier (2014), Gallyn Mitchell (2013), Paul Frey (2012), Vicky (Aragon) Baze (2011), Joe Baze (2010), 

Lennie Knowles (2009), Larry Pierce (2008), John Adams (2007), Albert Johnson (2006), Basil James (2005), Russell Baze 

(2004), Gary Baze (2003), Ralph Neves (2003), Gary Stevens (2003). 

Trainer 

Ben Harris (2014), Howard Belvoir (2013), Wayne Branch (2012), Tim McCanna (2011), Bill McMeans (2010), 

Kathy Walsh (2009), Glen Williams (2008), R.H. McDaniel (2007), Frances Keller (2006), Bud Klokstad (2005), Charles 

Whittingham (2004), Allen Drumheller (2003), Jim Penney (2003), Tom Smith (2003). 

Breeder 

William C. & Barbara Nelson Jr. (2014), Czech-Mate Farm (2013), George Newell (2012), Grousemont Farm 

(2011), Les Turner (2010), Wilbur & Marianne Stadelman (2009), Frank Brewster (2008), Dan Agnew (2007), C.J. 

Sebastian (2006), Guy & Barbara Roberts (2005), George Drumheller (2004), Herb Armstrong (2003), Jerre Paxton 

(2003).  

Lifetime Achievement 

Ralph Vacca (2013), Jack Hodge (2012), Karen & Mickey Taylor (2011), James Seabeck (2010), Pete Pedersen 

(2008), Ron Crockett (2004), Joe Gottstein (2003). 

 
2014 Washington Racing Hall of Fame Finalists 
Male Horse: Chum Salmon, Fast Parade, Handy N Bold, Maxwell G. 
Filly & Mare: Delicate Vine, Flag De Lune, Snow Plow, Whang Bang 
Jockey: Doug Dodson, Ricky Frazier, Pepper Porter, Richard Wright 
Trainer: Ben Harris, Cecil Jolly, Bob McMeans, Marion L. Smith 
Breeder: Bob Edwards, C. F. Flower, Maurice McGrath, Mr. & Mrs. William C. Nelson Jr. 
 
 
Washington Racing Hall of Fame voting is composed of 16 voters, four each from the WTBOA, HBPA, Emerald Downs 
and Media. Four finalists were chosen in each category.  

-##- 



 

From: "Susan van Dyke" <sue@washingtonthoroughbred.com>  
[Washington Thoroughbred Breeders & Owners Association] 
Date: August 4, 2014 at 2:19:27 PM PDT 
Subject: Favored One's Granddaughter Wins Queen's Plate 

Favored One's Granddaughter Wins Queen's Plate 
The July 6, Queen's Plate (Can-G1), the first race in the Canadian Triple Crown, featured 14 Canadian-bred sophomore colts and 
geldings and one lone filly vying for the million dollar purse. The historic race was handily won by Gary Barber's talented Lexie Lou, 
who came from off the pace to become the 35th filly in its 155 runnings to triumph and the sixth filly to win the Woodbine Oaks and 
Plate since 1956. On June 15, the Ontario-bred filly had won the $460,968 Woodbine Oaks presented by Budweiser by 4 1/2 
lengths. (Note: Barber also co-owned Washington-bred champion and Grade 2  Canadian stakes winner Fast Parade, a 2004 
WTBOA sale graduate.)  
 
The daughter of Sligo Bay (Ire) out of Oneexcessivenite, by In Excess (Ire), was ridden to her 1 1/2 -length win by Patrick 
Husbands, in his second Plate victory. It marked the first victory in the classic for six-time Sovereign Award-winning trainer Mark 
Casse. Her final time in the 12-furlong race was 2:03.94. 
 
Lexie Lou's second dam is two-time Washington champion and Grade 2 winner Favored One, a daughter of 1982 Queen's Plate 
winner Son of Briartic bred by the late Bill and Barbara Nelson. Favored One, a $227,965 earner, was a $15,000 RNA at the 1993 
WTBOA Winter Mixed Sale. 
 
With her $563,220 winner's share, Lexie Lou, who had been purchased privately by Barber after her first 2014 start in April - a fourth 
place finish in the Star Shoot Stakes - has now earned $1,172,658 and improved her record to 5-2-2 from a dozen starts. Bred by 
Paradox Farm, she had originally been sold for $5,500 Canadian funds at the 2013 Ontario September Yearling Sale. 
 
The two-time juvenile stakes winner also ran third in the $137,992 Fury Stakes at Ontario track in May. 
 
Assuming she is named 2014 Canadian champion three-year-old filly, Lexie Lou will be the second Canadian champion with a 
connection to the Nelsons and their Redmond-based Gunshy Manor. The Nelsons and partners L. L. and Julia McMurry bred and 
sold an Honor Grades filly for $97,000 through the 2000 WTBOA Summer Sale. Later named High On Believen (and out of Candles 
n Moonlite, who was named Washington champion juvenile filly the year following Favored One), she never won, but her daughter 
Dancing Allstar (by Millennium Allstar)  was voted 2007 Canadian champion two-year-old filly. The Nelsons are among the four 
finalists for top breeder on the 2014 Washington Racing Hall of Fame ballot. 
 
 



 

 
 

Ex. 2 
 

Gunshy Parcel Ownership by Year Map  
 
 
 

  



Acquired 1957

Acquired 1975

Acquired 2018

Acquired 2011

Acquired 2001

NOTE:  Colored boxes show approximate boundaries of parcels acquired by the Nelson family over the years.  White dashed lines show present property boundary.  
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Ex. 3 
 

1984 Correspondence between William C. Nelson  
and Army Corps of Engineers 

 
  













 

 
 

Ex. 4 
 

I-90 Newspaper Articles and Information 
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Sunday, November 14, 1982 The Seattle Times A 45 

OOnstrUction of 1-90 link wlll fin'allf begih next month 
bf.W!lllsim Gough for Interim. and IJltlrnate rcmdways Its western tenliinuii In the v!Clntty , ment official for the DPT's Seattle is enough stnt.e and federal money Garing sa. ys If that tax boost g~. as 
Tlfltes st'1ft reporter . on the Island, of th!l Klngdqme'. , . District and until recently re,!!pon- . for lnitlnl phases of the J?roject. through tnere would be no doubt,,. 

-1)1\ · · By the end of 1987, the new But whettier the 1>ta.r.e ·will slble for all the state's englnp.ering Noting t~ent calls for raising that th,e state would receive all the '.. 
• •lfhe longifelayed aori~trudioil floating brlc\ge, the . tunnel, the receive enough federal· ~Ol\!;!Y to !lnd design wor~ on I-90, liays th11re the federal tax on gasoline sales, (ederal money it needs. 
o~~e b~ ~k~Imera~~ 00 ~~MmrMdooMeroM~a~~d ~m~~eili~projectrema•~~I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
bet\\feei1 Bellevue and Seattle, a a connection from I-5 east to seen.· Under Jhe federal formul1:1 
pfoject now ·estimated llY the state Corwin Place. $outn frl Seattle are for interstate highwllY construc­
at!":•l.1 billion, will begin next to be complete<t. tion, the state ~Ys 10 pe,r,cent and 
t@Hth; . . The $1.1 billion cost estimate the federal goverhment the r~st..· 

;1 1~t Will be a !ow-key start fof !he _for the entire project was .given by Federal. money hit~ ~n with· 
eight-lane· freew11y . - clearing·' Bob· Josephson, a Department of Jteld in past montns bec111,1se of 
bf3.il:lh !lnd demolishing some old Transportation engineer who 11ow econo!JliC and ~dgetary 'concern~, 
ho~~es and retaining walls In ha~ design responsibilities for I-90, but state officials continue to 
preparation for ·boring JI tunnel The figi,ire l!1cluge5 all 1,1onnections · express confldenc~ . that e1wugh, 
tlM>'l!glt )'d~W\t :aa~':'r Ru:lge. aut with Interstate highway~ in ~ell~ money :ivm be received for I-90. · 
the1work will be the slgnalthe.Hhe vue and Seattle ani;I bt!nglng HjO to Wilham Garing, now.a manage-
state is finally pr~eedln~ with the · · 

Very Engaging Prices. 
You've found each other. 

mammoth pr<;>ject, to bEi complet­
e~ In phases by 1J1any contractors 
al'td subcontractors in the next 10 

Now you need rings. Try 
Friedlander and Sons first. Our 
aeleotion and quality will delight 
you, And you won't have to worry 
about price. 

-:· 

\ 

i 

I 
l 
I 
I 

y~ars: · 
:1 The project was stymie<t by 

political, environmental and legal 
s~arls for atiout 2-0 years until the 
state Department of Transporta­
tlpn recently aw11rded the first 
tltree contracts. 

:: The Guy F. Atkinson Co. of San 
Francisco, working wtder a $38.3 
n\illion contract, is preparjng to 
b~re through the Mo1ll1t Baker 
R;ldge for a thre¢-:!~vfl!, l,50Q-foot 
tUJlnel, to be completed by sltbsE_!­
q(ient contractors. Atkln1mn will 
b~gin the clearing work next 
month. · 

:; Sho1ily after t)le first Of the 
,y~ar, a Longview contractor, Har­
o~ Lockyear & Son!! Inc., will 
b~gln builj:ling a .small bridge and 
approaches to the new East Mer­
c~r Interchange on Mercer ~sland. 
rrl; al~o will demolish twq bridges 
0¢ the east side of the island, 
Lpckyear has an $837,209 contract 
tor that job. 

:'. Meanwhile, . Pasi;nen Contri;ic, 
t~rs Inc,, a Chicago firm that was 
awarded a $32.4 mllilofl contract, is 
g~tting ready to bµild 10 ma~slve 
ccyncrete pontoons fqr a t)1Jrd Lake 
~sh!ngton floa~\ng bridge t)lat 
w1.ll be part of I-90, 

: The pontoons will be built at 
the Port of Seattle's Pier 128 on t)le 
\.V'~st Dttwamish Waterway, near 
ttie Boeing Developmental Center, 
b~gimling late in the w\nter. 

" Tile pontoons, each 75 feet wide >----­
al}d 355 feet long, will be towed 
ttvough tJle Ballard Locks Into 
Lake Washington. w!wre they will 
b~ linked to form a new bridge 
rn}rfh of the present Mercer Island 
Flo~t!ng Bridge. 

: Both bridges will be used for I­
oo1·tra. ffic, Tl'\e ". ew o.ne .eventu!lll.y 
w Jl have three lanes for re,gular 
westbound traffic and two lanes -
orje In eac)1 direction - for buses 
and c11r pools. 

', The first pontoon for the new 
bqdge is expected to be taken 
through the large, 80-foot-wide Jock 
next surnm~r, After.the po1noo,ns 
arrive on Lake Was)lirigtori, · each 
wtll be widened im adclit!qnal 30 
feet so the new span could accom­
m'odate the five traffic lanes. 

Contractors' bids for tWo other 
I-90 jobs will be opened "Thursday. 
One is for constnictlon of the I-90 
roadway on Mercer · Isla11d, the 
other for building retaining walls 

City to fund 
Magic Carpet 
for 3 months 
by Lee Moriwaki 
Times staff r§porter 

The City of Seattle wlll conti:i­
ue its subsidy of Metro's Magi<: 

I 

I 

I 

CafPet bus &ervice downtown for 
the first three months of 1983, 
wfiile a longer-t!3IT!1 finan<:ing f9r­
m~le, is work~ o!.lt, the City 
C~ncll's budget committee voted 
Fmday. 

:council President Jel\tlette Wil­
Jiaks proposed that the qlty alltr 
cale $100,IXKi for the free-fare 
sety.ice thr.oug. h March. H .. er plan, 
wlilcn was approved 6-1, wo~ld 
esrabJlsh a ti!~\I force Of C!ty, 
Mttro ·and downtown business re­
presentatives to examine altem11te 
wi{ys of finani:in& t)1e ~owntown 
bli~ 91~rvice, wh. le.Ii was mau,gurat-1 
ed•in 1973. 

:Mayor Charles lloyer had pr<?" 
po}ed eliminating the. city's sµl:>§!­
dy~altoget)1er, suggesting the~ Met­
ro:or downtown businesses pick up 
the cost, estimated at $400,000 for 
19113. 

:Jolin Saven, Rqyer's bud~ef 
di¢ctor, :;aig the mayor ~pports 
the Magic Ca!JlCt. service ~nd 
re4ognl~es Its 1Ji?nef1ts to ~he .mty, 
M~tm and the downtown business 
covimunity. 

I 
•But Saven said the mayi;ir was 

1oo\{1ng for Ways th.e city could 

I 
tighten its belt a~ lw was preparl!lfi 
th~ i983 mµnicipal budget, and the 
M:a_gic Carpet subsidy was o!1e ... of 
thd areas Royer thought business­
es :or Metro coµld absorb as ~he 
city tried to wrestle with a restnct-
ed:mtdget. 

:The Roy~r proposal c!rew 
strbng opposition from the Pown­
to'fn Seattle Development Associ­
ation, which noted that the ride­
f~ bus servic~ stimulated r~tail 
sa~s In the downtown comdor, 
w!Wcti in tum meant more revenue 
foi{ the city throu8h the sales and 
buJinM.11-arid-occuj/lltlon taxes. The 
auticliatlon balked at the idea of 
l:X4inesa picking up the cost of the 
fr•·fare irervtce, !laying tfl~t 
d0!¥Jttown bulllneues alre,11dy pi!V 
miUil;Mls of doliars to tl'te city In B 
1rpuo1t;ta. 

• <::ouncllman Mknaet Hildt cast 
~ ~le vote a-8t111t Ms, Williams' 
~·;or. ii 11l....-mot\. th. clty.~biidy 
fQ( Maile c:a,,.t Hf'Vlce, He 
ch~. .t.:llfl prlya.te MClor. for not 
betl1 more wlllin1 to pick up the 
sl«I( · When government Is faced 
with dwii1dlln1 retuurces to pay for r 
pl!blia services, .. 

} 

Because our diamond engage­
ment sets begin as low as $295. 

We make it our business to 
take the worry out in other ways, 
too. Like free professional 
deaning and inspection. Free 
insurance appraisal every two 
years. A free jewelry cleaning 
machine for home use. And now, 
deferred billing v.rith approval of 
credit. So you can buy those 
special rings right now .. , but you 

_ ·won't have to make the first 
11-~~~-------------··._' ----' payment until February. 

$16.95 

Packed In a wooden 
"196:1 vintage•· 

apple boll replica. 

.. Use your bank card 
• Send a check 
• In Washington CallToU 

Free 1·800·572·4346 

Hindes Family Orchards 
1'010 Merrier Lane 
Yakima. Washington 98901 

"'v~ 

So if it's your time to become engaged, it's your tum for 
Friedlander & 801111. Where tlrn prices are engaging and the 
purchase is worry-free, 

~O/Hd~ 
Generation to generation, a feeling for value. 

llellenwSquare 
:l55·1li12 

filh & P!ku 
22:1-7H4 

Downtown Bremerton t\lderwnud 
:17;1.4 I !11 , 771-IWfiO 

, '•,,, 

:ffl:.'.~:/}6>~:ii{_'.-;-.l 
, . ~- " " ' ' ! 

it..;. h1;-X!(ie.iig!11 
illlllHJIJf 

light d¥:Stnul hair. 

Northgntu 
:w5,o741l 

'lltr:orn11 l\1all 
475-:11111:1 

Suull11:unl11r 
241l-:12B7 

llowntnwn Evllrnll 
2511·11121 

f:, 

Iridividu~l.rshampoo and conditioners for every indi 
· Exclusively available at: 

Fred Meyer 
Payless Northwest Drug 
PJy'N S3\t' Dru!( 
SkaR,~> Drug Stores 
Arlington Pharmacy 
Blaine Pharmacy 
Gtmp Riley Drug 
Castle Drugs 

... 

Darrington PharmJC1· 
Eastmom Pharmacy 
Everson Drug 
R:mdalc Pharmacy 
Fisher Dn.igs 
Halls Pharmacy 
Holland Drug 
Horen's Drug 

lss:.u:iuah Dru}l 
Jordans Drug 
Lake Hills Drug 
Lakt".iidc Drug 
Lakevisra Pharmacy 
l.anglcy Drug 
larrys Mukllted Pha1macy 
loob Pturmacy 

McClain Drui:i 
Mitchell's Pl1.1rmacy 
'llHifry Marr Drugs 
Thrift)· Ri:xall Drui:i 
1}1ompsons Dru]l 
Vaux Pharmacy 
Wrays 5<J1Jthgarc: Drug 

.. 

" ,. 

"" .,; . .; 









ISLANDERS EXPECT VICTORY, BY 1992, IN THEIR DUSTY I-90 WAR
Seattle Times, The (WA) (Published as THE SEATTLE TIMES) - July 2, 1985
Author/Byline: JIM SIMON; TIMES EAST BUREAU
Edition: FOURTH
Section: NORTHWEST
Page: B1

At the peak of construction, some 1,200 workers will descend on Mercer Island to complete the final link of Interstate 90.

But the island already looks besieged. Dozens of orange-vested workers direct traffic at torn-up intersections. Bulldozers rumble near the 
quiet streets of posh waterfront neighborhoods.

In the next few weeks, the excavation and building of retaining walls for the westbound lanes will begin, dramatically increasing the work 
force, the dust and the noise. That work won't end until at least 1992.

But nearly 30 years after state engineers unveiled the first drawings, there is an I-90 end in sight.

Reaction among residents ranges from relief to resignation that six years of construction lie ahead. There also is skepticism about 
whether the island will get all that was promised by the state Department of Transportation.

Even I-90's critics though, admit Mercer Island stands to benefit in terms of aesthetics and spinoff economic development.

``This freeway will ultimately make Mercer Island a better place than before,'' said former Mayor Aubrey Davis, a key participant in 
negotiations during the 1970s to scale the project back from 14 to eight lanes.

But, he added, ``We'll pay an awful price for five or six years.''

The 6.9 mile stretch of pavement from Bellevue to Seattle has become one of the most expensive projects, per mile (averaging about 
$172 million per mile), in the nation. It is expected to cost $1.2 billion to complete.

Mercer Island never put up resistance to I-90 as passionate, or as lengthy, as Seattle's. But island residents still swap freeway battle 
stories that are now nearly 20 years old in the good humor afforded veterans who survived.

They recall how well-behaved suburban citizens picketed the former head of the state Highway Department outside a restaurant, and 
later hanged him in effigy from a street light; how the local paper ran a ``name the monster'' contest for the proposed double-decked, 14-
lane highway.

The project calls for an eight-lane roadway sunk an average of 30 feet. It will be covered with lids in spots to control pollution and noise, 
and extensively landscaped to make it invisible from most parts of the city. The state will also build about 5.1 miles of bike and hiking trails 
and 32 acres of parkland.

The idea, according to Davis, is, ``we don't want to see it, smell it, hear it.''

Designing a highway to satisfy those requirements has proved astronomically expensive. The DOT estimates the 2.6 miles of freeway 
across Mercer Island will cost nearly $464 million.

The First Hill lid alone, near the entrance to the Lake Washington floating bridge, will add roughly $86 million to the work.

On top will be a 14-acre park with ballfields and tennis courts. Large exhaust stacks will be built to funnel auto fumes out of the enclosed 
roadway, and a sophisticated monitoring system will be installed inside.

Those costs have led critics to charge that Mercer Island got a dressed-up, overdesigned freeway because it was a wealthy, mostly white 
suburb _ even though Seattle eventually wound up with a similar lid in Mount Baker. At the same time, some officials fear DOT is already 
trying to chip away at the plan.

``My suspicion knows no bounds. I think there is a great deal of cynicism that DOT won't deliver what was promised,'' said former city 
Councilwoman Marguerite Sutherland. ``It may not be fair, but that's my suspicion.''

Dick Timm, head state engineer on Mercer Island, said the state is committed to the design _ barring a cutoff of federal funds. Only about 
$5 million worth of trees and other amenities is not yet guaranteed, he said, since money for that will come from general funds for projects 
all around the state.

https://infoweb.newsbank.com/


But after years of controversy the final fight may well come down to those trees, according to Mercer Island Community Development 
Director Jerry Bacon. He said recent meetings with DOT, in which the preliminary landscape drawings were unveiled, left him concerned 
that the state might back away from some details.

To Mercer Island, he says, the amenities are as integral to the deal as the paving. And they are not negotiable.

``That $5 million might look like a drop in the bucket. But DOT doesn't understand the vitality and interest in things like the size of trees,'' 
he said. ``I become squirrely when they touch anything in the plan. Less than that will cause significant political problems.''

Mayor Fred Jarrett, however, said the city should be prepared to accept some cuts in areas such as landscaping and the maintenance of 
green belts.

Caption: PHOTOCRAIG FUJII / SEATTLE TIMES: TRAFFIC SQUEEZES BY CONSTRUCTION ON MERCER ISLAND, NEAR THE 
LANDMARK SHOREWOOD APARTMENTS COMPLEX. THE DUST ISN'T EXPECTED TO SETTLE UNTIL 1992 IN THE FINAL I-90 
LINK.

Index terms: FREEWAYS INTERSTATE 90; ROADS AND TRAFFIC; BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION; TRANSPORTATION; GOVERNMENT 
SPENDING (STATE AND LOCAL)
Record: 31914
Copyright: Copyright 1985 The Seattle Times



EASTSIDE
Seattle Times, The (WA) (Published as THE SEATTLE TIMES) - July 18, 1985
Author/Byline: TIMES EAST BUREAU
Edition: ZONE 1
Section: EAST TIMES
Page: D2
Column: EASTSIDE
Readability: >12 grade level (Lexile: 1580)

Redmond, contractor

agree on dirt hauling

REDMOND

An Interstate 90 contractor and the city of Redmond ahve reached an agreement that allows the company to haul nearly 300 truckloads of 
dirt every night for the next two months to a gravel pit on Union Hill Road

The deal struck yesterday requires Scarsella Bros., the contractor, to post a $100,000 bond for repairs to roads that might be damaged by 
the constant traffic of heavy equipment. The company must restrict hauling to nightime hours. Redmond Mayor Doreen Marchione said 
the company eventually will dump about 300,000 cubic yards of dirt at Cadman Sand and Gravel Pit.

Redmond officials had threatened to block the work when it found out that Scarsella was using the Cadman site without notifying the city 
or obtaining permits. Scarsella has a $24 million contract to excavate and haul more than 1.3 million cubic yards of dirt from Mercer Island 
in preparation for the construction of the westbound lanes of I-90.

Nearly half of that dirt is slated to go in a landfill site at Pickering Farm in Issaquah. But that site will not be ready until Aug.

1.

Board OK's goals of

high-school revamp

BELLEVUE

The recommendations of a yearlong study on how to overhaul Bellevue's high schools has been approved unanimously by the school 
board.

Goals in the plan include establishing a core curriculum _ including additional English and economics requirements _ more 
interdisciplinary teaching, reducing class sizes, emphasizing individualized instruction and requiring all students to perform community 
service.

Next year, each of the four high schools in the district will draft its own proposals. The schools will begin implementing new programs on 
an experimental basis during the 1986-87 school year

Index terms: DIGEST; SOIL; ROADS AND TRAFFIC; BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION; BELLEVUE; EDUCATION, SECONDARY
Record: 34222
Copyright: Copyright 1985 The Seattle Times
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THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE I-90 TUNNEL THREE YEARS LATER, EXCAVATION IS DONE
Seattle Times, The (WA) (Published as THE SEATTLE TIMES) - March 13, 1986
Author/Byline: WILLIAM GOUGH
Edition: THIRD
Section: NORTHWEST
Page: D1
Readability: 11-12 grade level (Lexile: 1210)

It began with the scratching away of brush and trees from the slopes of Mount Baker Ridge. It is ending, more than three years later, as a 
mammoth tunnel through clay, silt and sand.

Deep inside the ridge, trucks are being loaded and are rumbling out with the last of more than 1.2 million cubic yards of the dirt and 
Interstate 90's new Mount Baker Ridge tunnel finally looks like a tunnel.

A person standing at either end is dwarfed by the massive hole carved through the ridge _ a 63-foot-diameter tunnel more than one-
quarter mile long.

No other tunnel built through soft ground has as large a diameter, according to the state Department of Transportation. By comparison, 
each of the adjacent twin tunnels carrying present I-90 traffic through the ridge is 29 feet in diameter.

When the $200 million tunnel is completed _ late in 1988 at the earliest _ motorists will never see the shell. Interior walls and roadways 
will block the sight.

The tunnel was dug big enough to carry three levels of traffic. On the bottom will be two reversible traffic lanes for buses and car-pool 
vehicles; in the middle, three lanes of general traffic will flow westward into Seattle; and on the top, a narrower lane will carry bicyclists 
and pedestrians.

The latest in lighting and fire-fighting and ventilation equipment will be installed along the tunnel.

To symbolize the end of the tunnel excavation, Secretary of Transportation Duane Berentson will remove a shovelful of dirt from near the 
west portal Monday.

Then the way will be cleared for work on the interior structures, expected to begin this summer.

Caption: PHOTORICHARD S. HEYZA / SEATTLE TIMES: TRUCKS CARRYING THE LAST OF MORE THAN A MILLION CUBIC 
YARDS OF EXCAVATED DIRT RUMBLE THROUGH INTERSTATE 90'S NEW MOUNT BAKER RIDGE TUNNEL.

Index terms: ROADS AND TRAFFIC; SEATTLE; BRIDGES AND TUNNELS
Record: 220607
Copyright: Copyright 1986 The Seattle Times
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1	

SEATTLE’S FREEWAY REVOLT: 
A DIRECTORY OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES 



8. NARRATIVE TIMELINE
This section provides a chronological listing of major events in the evolution of Seattle’s 
freeway revolt, encompassing administrative, legal and political actions involving the City of 
Seattle, State of Washington and Seattle citizens.  The primary focus is on the three major 
freeway projects that became the target of citizen opposition: the Mercer Street Connection, 
which became the Bay Freeway (BAY); the Empire Expressway, which became the R. H.  
Thomson Expressway (RHT); and the segment of Interstate 90 (I-90) from Mercer Island to 
Seattle I-5.  Several events of broader significance are also included for historical context as 
well as relevance to highway planning.  

The timeline is segmented into the timeframes shown below.   

● 1912 - 1944:  Early milestones
● 1947 - 1959:  Freeway plans emerge
● 1960 - 1964:  Route refinements, funding and early resistance
● 1965 - 1967:  Planning advances, opposition grows
● 1968:  Citizens organize
● 1969:  Hearings, rallies, media and more
● 1970 - 1971:  I-90, Bay Freeway opposition builds; citizens take legal action
● 1972 - 1974:  Voters scrap RHT, Bay Freeways; I-90 saga continues
● 1975 - 1980:  I-90 modifications and mediation
● 1981 - 1993:  I-90 construction

1912 - 1944 
Early milestones 

1912 (March 5) 
RHT:  Seattle voters reject the Bogue “Plan of Seattle” which includes a major north-south route through the 
City’s east side.  Over the years, the Seattle Planning Commission recommends varying routes to extend Empire 
Way north to Bothell Way. 

1940 (July 2) 
I-90:  The First Lake Washington Floating Bridge (U.S. 10), the Lacey V.  Murrow Bridge, opens with four lanes
connecting Seattle and Mercer Island.  It is the world’s longest floating concrete pontoon bridge.  The unusual
draw span bulge accommodates the passage of ships.  Eventually, it will become part of the I-90 corridor.

1944 
Voters approve Amendment 18 to the Washington State Constitution which creates the State Highway Trust 
Fund, guaranteeing that gas and vehicle excise taxes will be used exclusively toward highways. 

1947 - 1959 
Freeway plans emerge 

1947 
The State Highway Department publishes the Origin-Destination Traffic Survey: Seattle Metropolitan Area, 
which drives future highway decision-making in the region. 

90



1981 - 1993 
I-90 construction

1981 (July, September) 
I-90:  The new high-level East Channel Bridge is completed and allows passage of ships.  Soon after,
the hazardous U. S. 10 floating bridge draw span bulge is removed and replaced with a straight roadway.

1982 (May, October) 
I-90:  Seattle Mayor Royer establishes a completely new citizen design advisory committee to oversee I-90
construction.  Construction begins on the new Mt.  Baker Ridge tunnel.

1983 - 1985 
I-90:  Construction begins on the Mercer Island portion of the project and the floating bridge pontoons.  Center
pontoons are placed for the new floating bridge.  Construction begins on approach spans connecting the new
floating bridge to Seattle and Mercer Island and the new roadway to connect I-90 with I-5.

1986 - 1988 
I-90:  Work begins on the interior of the Mt.  Baker Ridge tunnel, the Mercer Island and Seattle lids and the
remaining roadway sections.

1989 (June 4) 
I-90:  The Third Lake Washington or Homer M.  Hadley Floating Bridge (I-90) and Second Mount Baker Tunnel
(the world’s largest diameter tunnel through soft earth) open with horse-drawn covered wagons and a
stagecoach as part of Washington State Centennial Celebrations.  Meanwhile, work continues on replacing the
old U.S. 10 floating bridge with a new I-90 floating bridge.

1993 (September 12) 
I-90:  The newly rebuilt First Lake Washington or Lacey V.  Murrow Memorial Floating Bridge officially opens
with 3 eastbound lanes, 2 transit-carpool-Mercer Island lanes (designed to accommodate future rail transit)
and 3 westbound lanes.  Interstate 90 from Boston to Seattle is completed.

1994 (July) 
I-90:  Media coverage cites continuing struggles of Judkins Rejected residents to rebuild their
neighborhood, just north of I-90 between 23rd Avenue and Martin Luther King Way.  The area is still
dominated by state-owned properties, which have been neglected for 26 years.
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Ex. 5 
 

City of Redmond Tax Records 
 
 

  













 

 
 

Ex. 6 
 

Gunshy Spring Map and Test Results 
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Ex. 7 
 

Evans Parcel Well Map and Test Results 
  







 

 
 

Ex. 8 
 

Industrial Sites Map 
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