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Public Outreach Summary

The Harris Avenue Shipyard cleanup site (Site) located on the Bellingham waterfront in the
Fairhaven neighborhood is continuing Washington State’s formal cleanup process? as directed
under the Model Toxics Control Act (VITCA3). The Port of Bellingham (Port) is addressing
contamination at the Site under a legal agreement with Ecology.

The Department of Ecology’s public involvement activities related to this Site’s 45-day
comment period (December 7, 2020 — January 20, 2021) included:

e Postcard and Fact Sheet:

0 US mail distribution of a postcard providing information about the cleanup
documents, the public comment period, public meeting, and virtual tour to
approximately 1,800 addresses including neighboring businesses and other
interested parties.

0 Email distribution of the postcard and a fact sheet to 228 people, including
interested individuals, local/county/state/federal agencies, neighborhood
associations, and interested community groups.

0 The fact sheet was available digitally through Ecology’s cleanup site webpage®.

e Legal Notices:

0 Publication of one paid display ad in The Bellingham Herald, dated Friday,

December 4, 2020.
e Site Register:
0 Publication of 5 notices in Ecology’s Toxics Cleanup Site Register:
=  Comment Period Notice:
e December 3, 2020
e December 17, 2020
e December 31, 2020
e January 14, 2021
= Response Summary Notice:
e February 11, 2021
= Visit Ecology’s Site Register website® to download PDFs.
¢ Maedia Notification:

O Ecology sent a media notice on Friday, December 4, 2020, to The Bellingham
Herald, Cascadia Weekly, Bellingham Business Journal, Western Washington
University’s The Planet, and the Northwest Citizen news website®, and KGMI 790
AM.

2 https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-process

3 https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Rules-directing-our-cleanup-work/Model-Toxics-
Control-Act

4 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=193
Shttps://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/UIPages/PublicationList.aspx?IndexTypeName=Program&NameV
alue=Toxics+Cleanup&DocumentTypeName=Newsletter

8 https://nwcitizen.com/
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e Social Media:

0 Twitter: Ecology — Northwest Region @ecyseattle posted a tweet on Friday,
December 4, 20207 connecting readers to the comment period including the
cleanup site webpage, the online public meeting, a virtual tour, and how to
submit comments.

e Online Public Meeting

0 Ecology hosted an online meeting Wednesday, December 16, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.
Ecology and Port staff presented details on the draft Cleanup Action Plan and
answered questions about the Site.

e Virtual Tour

0 Ecology collaborated with RE Sources, an Ecology Public Participation Grant
recipient, on a virtual tour® hosted on RE Sources’ website. The virtual tour
featured six informational YouTube videos linked to a Google Map centered on
the cleanup site.

e Websites:

O Ecology announced the public comment period and public meeting, posted the
fact sheet and postcard, and made the review documents available on Ecology’s
Harris Avenue Shipyard webpage® and Ecology’s Public Inputs & Events
webpage?®.

e Document Repositories:

0 In consideration of public health and safety, Ecology could offer only coordinated
in-person review options during the 45-day comment period. Outreach materials
and websites directed the public to contact lan Fawley, Outreach Specialist, for
document review assistance.

Comment Summary

From December 7, 2020 to January 20, 2021, Ecology solicited public comments on a draft
Cleanup Action Plan, Agreed Order (legal agreement), and a State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA) Determination for the Harris Avenue Shipyard cleanup site.

Ecology received 1 comment during the 45-day comment period.

Table 1: List of Commenters

First Name Last Name Agency/Organization/Business Submitted By

1 Joel Douglas Individual

7 https://twitter.com/ecyseattle/status/1334882654005600257
8 Www.re-sources.org/HarrisShipyard

% https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=193

10 https://10ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Listing
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Next Steps

Ecology has reviewed and considered the public comment received on the draft Cleanup Action
Plan, Agreed Order, and SEPA Determination. Based on Ecology’s evaluation of the comment,
no changes were necessary in the documents, and they are being finalized.

Work will begin on the engineering design of the cleanup action (construction). See graphic
below and visit Ecology’s cleanup process webpage®! to learn more about Washington’s formal
cleanup process.

Interim Actions Legal Agreements N
partially address define cleanup steps required after a Site Hazard Assessment. @ =
contamination & —

may occur any time. =o.
cELi= Monitoring
Discovery - - Clean up & Site-use
Engineering the site! Controls
m (D Cleanup Design i
Remedial Feasibility " Action Plan . :Q
— Site Hazard | Investigation |  Study Reviews &
Initial Assessment De-listing

Investigation Public (-~ «Hold public comment periods at key times.
Participation = Encourage community feedback.

Figure 1: Washington's formal cleanup process

Implementation of the cleanup action will occur under a future separate legal agreement,
which will be issued for public review and comment.

Comments and Responses

The public comments are presented below, along with Ecology’s responses. Appendix A, page
10, contains the comment in its original format.

Comment from: Joel Douglas

[Email with PDF attachment to lan Fawley, Ecology Outreach Specialist, on December 7, 2020.
See Appendix A for attachment.]

From: [Joel Douglas email]

Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 10:41 AM
To: Fawley, lan (ECY)

Subject: Harris Avenue site

Hello,

This action is a wasteful and disruptive activity- not in need of public dollars. Let it run.

11 https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-process
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Thank you,

Joel Douglas

Response:
[lan Fawley email response on December 8, 2020.]

From: Fawley, lan (ECY)

Sent: Tuesday, December 8, 2020 8:18 AM
To: [Joel Douglas email]

Subject: RE: Harris Avenue site

Hi Joel,

Thank you for your comment regarding the Harris Avenue Shipyard site. Ecology will
include your comment in our public comment period records.

Best regards,
lan

lan Fawley

Community Outreach & Environmental Education Specialist
Washington State Department of Ecology

Bellingham Field Office | Toxics Cleanup Program

Cell: 425-324-5901 | ian.fawley@ecy.wa.gov

All of Ecology's offices are closed to walk-in service until further notice. However, we are still operating.
Please contact me by calling my work cell 425-324-5901 or sending me an email at
ian.fawley@ecy.wa.gov
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Joel Douglas

Hello,
This action is a wasteful and disruptive activity- not in need of public dollars. Let it run.
Thank you,

Joel Douglas
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