
Watershed Management Scenarios
Based on Overall Water Flow Results, Landscape Position and Land Use

Click here to review other
potential management strategies.

Click here to consider other
WDFW and Ecology guidance.

MoUNTAINoUS:	Forest Lands Upstream of 
Forest Lands and Agriculture
Common Problems for this wMU scenario:
•	Upper basins: forestry management measures can lead to sedimentation 

and increased stream discharge
•	Lower	basins:	Rivers	are	often	disconnected	from	their	floodplains	due	
to	dikes	and	levees,	reducing	surface	storage	and	increasing	in-channel	
velocities	and	flood	water	elevations

Understanding implications of watershed integrity:
Water	flow	processes	are	intact	in	upper	watershed	and	in	the	lower	
watershed. Restoration of aquatic habitat will have a higher likelihood of 
success.

General Management Recommendations
Upper Watershed (Green AUs highly prioritized for Protection)
•	Employ	forestry	practices	that	maximize	cover	and	minimizes	roads	and	

erosion

Lower Watershed (Light green AUs prioritized for Protection):
•	Protect	forested	riparian	zone	and	active	floodplain

S.F.	Nooksack	River	(WRIA	1)

Condition: Low degradation with moderate 
to high importance

Condition: Low degradation with low 
importance

Land Use: Predominantly	protected	forest,	
some commercial forest

Land Use: Predominantly commercial forest 
lands	and	agriculture,	some	protected	
forest
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