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What are EIM valid values? 

When you submit data, EIM requires that you populate certain fields with specific values, known as 
“valid values.” Examples are Result Parameter Name (e.g. 1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene) and Result Method 
(e.g. SW6010 - ICP-AES for Metals & Trace Elements). When you submit your data to EIM, it compares 
the valid values in your data entry template to those stored in EIM. For each field, your valid values must 
match those in EIM, otherwise your data will not load. 

Where do I find EIM valid values? 

1. Template help  
The template help documents show you if a field has valid values and if so, what valid values are 
allowed.  Find them here: Templates and Help in the EIM Help Center. 

Short valid values lists:  In spreadsheet (e.g. Sample Matrix; Result Help) 

 
 

Medium valid values lists:  In separate worksheet (e.g. Sample Source; Result Help) 

 
 

 
 

  

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimhelp/HelpDocuments
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Long valid values lists:  In valid values search (e.g. Result Parameter Name; Result Help) 

 

2. Data entry templates – valid value lookup tab 
EIM has “valid value Lookup” tabs in the data entry templates.  They list all EIM valid values in their 
respective columns.  These lists are updated once monthly, so they might not contain some of the more 
recently added valid values, especially for taxa, parameters, and methods. 

Valid value Lookup tab in the Result Template 

 

 

3. Valid value search and export 
Valid value lookup lets you search and export EIM’s longer lists of valid values.  These lists are always 
100 percent current because they are “live.”  See next section on how to use it. 

Available valid value searchable lists 

 Parameters  Taxa  Methods  Units 

 Parameter Groups  Taxon Groups  Data Qualifiers  Unit Conversions 

 Labs  Tissue Types  Sample Source  
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How to use valid value search and export

1. Go to the PUBLIC EIM Help Center or STAFF EIM Help Center by clicking “Help Center” in the blue 
navigation bar from anywhere in EIM. 

   
 

2. Click the “valid values” menu for a drop-down list and pick the list you want to look at. 

  
 

  

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimhelp/
http://ecyeim/EIMHelp/
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3. Each valid value list contains many entries.  The Method list contains almost 1700 entries. Use the 
search form to search for specific entries.  In this example we are filtering by Method Code by typing 
the beginning of a Method Code.  EIM searches active values by default.  If you want to see inactive 
methods (e.g. for historical data), chose “No” under Active. 

 
 

4. In the search results you will see a list of all EIM Method Codes beginning with “SW80,” along with 
supporting metadata like the Method Description, Reference, and Alias.  Export by clicking “Export 
to Excel.” 
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5. The valid values are exported in CSV format. This automatically opens in Excel.* From here you can 
sort, filter, or save it in Excel. Only what you filtered on will be exported. 

 
*Note: Sometimes Excel does undesirable things like convert specific CAS Numbers into dates.  To get 
around this, save your original export file as a CSV and import it into Excel. 
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6. Here is an another example of searching for valid values – this time for Paramter valid values. In this 
example we also chose to see only parameters in the “Chemical” category and with “benz” in the 
name.  

 
Notice that not all the parameters in the list below have “benz” in the name.  This is because the 
“Include Alias” box was checked, so these parameters have an alias (aka synonym) with “benz” in 
the name. 
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What if I can’t find a valid value? 

If you cannot find a valid value in EIM, contact your EIM data coordinator – or use our “Contact EIM” 
form to contact the EIM Team.  We will get back to you within a day or less. 

Document revision history 

Revision 
Date Revision No. Summary of Changes Reviser(s) 

3/08/10 1.0 Original Document CN 

3/11/16 2.0 Added valid value info and updated reference table format 
via Search/Help. Renamed from “Using the Online Reference 
Tables.” 

JK, CL, CN 

11/20/17 3.0 Renamed from “Valid Values and Online Reference Tables.” 
Added info about new EIM Help Center. Removed table of 
contents (document shortened, so no longer necessary) 

CN 

    

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimhelp/Contact
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/eimhelp/Contact
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