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The Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) held a 30-day public comment period from 
July 20 through August 20, 2012 for the proposed Agreed Order that would require the 
completion of a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) at the BNSF Railway Black 
Tank Property (Site).  Ecology would like to thank all those who provided comments.   

The Site is owned by the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF).  BNSF and Marathon Oil Company 
are the potentially liable persons (PLPs) required to implement the Remedial Investigation and 
Feasibility Study.  The purpose of the Remedial Investigation is to conduct additional soil and 
groundwater investigations to determine the extent of contamination at the Site.  Remedial action 
technologies will be identified and evaluated in the Feasibility Study.   

The purpose of this Responsiveness Summary is to provide Ecology’s responses to comments 
submitted by the public during the public comment period. 

Based on the two comments received, no changes will be required to the draft Agreed Order, 
including its exhibits.   

The Responsiveness Summary is organized as follows: 

• Comment from William Flickinger 
• Response to comment 
• Comment letter from Harry M. Burger 
• Response to comment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comment from William Flickinger (received by phone on July 23, 2012): 

I live in Hillyard, and I am interested in knowing whether or not my tap water is safe to drink. 

Responses to comment: 

Your tap water comes from the City of Spokane municipal water supply, which is operated to 
provide safe and reliable drinking water.  The Washington State Department of Health routinely 
monitors the drinking water supply for any contamination.  If contamination in the municipal 
water supply in excess of drinking water standards was to be found, you would be notified 
immediately.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment from Harry M. Burger: 



 

Response to comment: 



Several contaminated sites are located in proximity to the BNSF Railway Black Tank Property.  
These include the Aluminum Recycling Corporation site and The SemMaterials LP Spokane site.  
Below is a map identifying the approximate locations of each site.  We believe the pit that you 
reference in your comment is included in the Aluminum Recycling Corporation site.  At this site, 
the Hillyard Processing Company leased land from the BNSF Railway Company and operated an 
aluminum dross reprocessing facility.  Aluminum reprocessing reportedly began in 1954, and the 
activities continued even though there were several changes in operators.  Aluminum Recycling 
Corporation was the latest operator of the facility until 1987 when the property was abandoned. 

The cleanup of this site was conducted in 2003.  There were several piles of white and black 
dross on the surface, and several piles on the side and bottom of the existing pit.  The cleanup 
action consisted of consolidating the piles of dross into the pit.  A landfill-style impermeable cap 
was installed so that rain and snowmelt would no longer seep through dross and carry 
contaminants to groundwater.  A large lined pond was created so that all the runoff from the cap 
could be collected and evaporated without seeping through any dross.   

Groundwater monitoring occurred before and after the installation of the cap.  Groundwater had 
been contaminated with chloride, fluoride, and nitrate.  Levels of all three contaminants have 
been slowly decreasing since the cleanup was completed.  For more information regarding the 
Aluminum Recycling Corporation site, please view the documents online at 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=1133 or contact the site manage, Sandra 
Treccani, at 509-329-3412. 
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