
Addendum to the Fact Sheet for  
NPDES Permit WA0052078  

October 1, 2024 

1. Facility General Information 
Darigold Sunnyside Renewal Date of Previous Permit: 

 
June 1, 2021 

400 Alexander Road 
Sunnyside, WA 98944 

Expiration Date: 
 

May 31, 2026 

2. Background and Purpose of Modification 
This fact sheet amendment explains and documents the modifications to the permit issued to 
Darigold Sunnyside Facility on April 28, 2021.  The fact sheet that accompanied the 2021 permit 
has detailed information about the wastewater discharge and Ecology’s permit decisions.   

This fact sheet amendment explains the regulatory and technical basis for the amended 
conditions contained in the permit.   

Treatment plant upgrades were completed in 2021 at the Port of Sunnyside Industrial 
Wastewater Treatment Facility (IWWTF) that now allow for the changes to be made to Darigold 
Sunnyside’s industrial user contract.  

Ecology received a letter from the Port of Sunnyside on October 24, 2022 outlining requests 
Darigold Sunnyside had made to the Port to amend their industrial user contract Schedule A 
and several other permit conditions (Appendix C).  

On November 22, 2022, Ecology received a signed Amendment One to Darigold’s industrial user 
contract from the Port of Sunnyside. 

The amended industrial user contract and changes in wastewater monitoring included in this 
modified permit will streamline certain requirements in these sections and increase compliance 
as they will be more adequately meet the needs of Darigold Sunnyside and the Port of 
Sunnyside.   

The reduction of limits and monitoring are considered a major change, so a public notice is 
necessary.   

3. Summary of Compliance with Current Permit Issued 
Darigold Sunnyside has mostly complied with the effluent limits and permit conditions 
throughout the duration of the current permit issued on April 28, 2021. Ecology assessed 
compliance based on its review of the facility’s information in the Ecology Permitting and 
Reporting Information System (PARIS), discharge monitoring reports (DMRs) and on 
inspections.  
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The proposed permit modification, including the amended industrial use contract, will help 
Darigold Sunnyside stay within compliance of their permit limits. 

 
 

 

4. Surface Water Quality Standards and Impairments 
Ecology evaluated the impairment status of the Joint Drain 33.4 since the last issuance of this 
permit. The impairment status has not changed from the previous permit issued on April 28, 
2021. No changes are proposed in the modified permit for discharge limits for Outfall 001 
which discharges to Joint Drain 33.4. 
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5. Permit Limits and Conditions  
The modified permit is similar to the previous permit issued on April 28, 2021 with the 
exceptions identified below. The proposed modified permit includes the following changes: 

• Amended NPDES Outfall 001 monitoring tables to better reflect the permit limits and DMR 
data currently being submitted: 

o Removed continuous ammonia monitoring, this was in the S2 monitoring table, 
but wasn’t in the DMR as the 24-hr composite sample is used normal 
compliance. The grab sample is only used for ammonia (total) exceedances 
lasting more than 30 minutes as shown by continuous monitoring. 

o Changed the TKN /lbs/month to lbs/day. 

o Changed pH excursions from monthly to daily to better match DMR. 

o Added Ammonia (Total) excursion duration in minutes as is included in the 
existing DMR. 

• Amended Outfall 002 and 004 S2 monitoring tables to better reflect what is in the actual 
DMRs and reduce redundancy and confusion: 

o Outfall 002 TKN lbs/month is changed to lbs/day to avoid confusion in the DMR 
data columns. TKN lbs per month is automatically included in the DMR summary 
table. 

o Removed Outfall 002 COD lbs/month from the S2 monitoring table as its 
automatically included in the DMR summary table.  

o Outfall 004 TKN lbs/month changed to lbs/day. 

• Replaced the industrial user contract Schedule A limits that act as the permit limits for 
Outfalls 002 and 004 with those from the amended industrial user contract Schedule A 
documents that were effective November 7, 2022. Important changes included: 

o Changing flow limit units from cubic feet to gallons. 

o Increasing loadings for certain parameters to match Darigold Sunnyside’s 
anticipated wastewater production. 

o Replacing Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) limits with Chemical Oxygen Demand 
(COD) to increase laboratory turnaround time and ease and still provide the 
same necessary information. 

o Remove limits for parameters that are no longer important with the recent 
upgrades at the Port of Sunnyside IWWTF. This includes removing all the 
monthly flow weighted average based limits for Outfall 004 except for chloride. 

o Remove the winter combined month limits.  

• Amending wastewater monitoring associated with the amended industrial user contracts at 
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the request of both Darigold and the Port of Sunnyside: 

o Removing the cubic feet/month parameter and replacing the cubic feet/year 
parameter with gallons/year for both Outfall 002 and 004 monitoring. 

o Removing the BOD5 monitoring parameters for both Outfall 002 (COD was 
already included) and replacing the BOD5 monitoring with COD monitoring for 
Outfall 004.  

o Reducing the Outfall 002 Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) monitoring from 4/week 
to 2/week. 

o Reducing the Outfall 004 Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) monitoring from 1/week 
to 2/month. 

o Removing a number of now unnecessary parameters from Outfall 004 
monitoring including the Total Suspended Solids (TSS), TKN Monthly Flow 
Weighted Average calculation, Total Ammonia, Nitrate plus Nitrite N, Total 
Nitrogen, Total Phosphorus, Chloride lbs/month and lbs/year,  Total Dissolved 
Solids (TDS), and Fix Dissolved Solids (TDS) parameters. 

o Removed and reordered associated monitoring table footnotes.  

6. Public Process  
Ecology must public notice the availability of the draft reauthorized permit at least 30 days 
before it reissues the permit [Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-220-050]. Ecology 
invites you to review and comment on its decision to reauthorize the permit (see Appendix A-
Public Involvement Information for more detail on the Public Notice procedures). 

After the public comment period has closed, Ecology will prepare a Response to Comments 
document and attach it to this fact sheet addendum. Ecology will respond to each comment 
and describe the resultant changes to the permit in this document. Ecology sends a copy of the 
Response to Comments to all parties that submitted comments.  

7. Permit Appeal Process 
Appendix B describes the permit appeal process. 

8. Recommendation for Permit Modification 
Based on the information and documentation presented, Ecology proposes to modify the 
Darigold Sunnyside permit to incorporate the amended industrial user contract and changes in 
monitoring as discussed above. 

 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-220-050
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Appendix A — Public Involvement Information 
Ecology proposes to modify a permit to Darigold Sunnyside. The permit includes wastewater 
discharge limits and other conditions. This fact sheet describes the facility and Ecology’s 
reasons for requiring permit conditions. 

Ecology placed a Public Notice of Draft on March 20, 2024 in Sunnyside Sun to inform the public 
and to invite comment on the proposed draft National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
permit and fact sheet. 

The notice: 

• Tells where copies of the draft permit and fact sheet are available for public evaluation (a 
local public library, the closest regional or field office, posted on our website). 

• Offers to provide the documents in an alternate format to accommodate special needs. 

• Asks people to tell us how well the proposed permit would protect the receiving water. 

• Invites people to suggest fairer conditions, limits, and requirements for the permit. 

• Invites comments on Ecology’s determination of compliance with antidegradation rules. 

• Urges people to submit their comments, in writing, before the end of the comment period. 

• Tells how to request a public hearing about the proposed NPDES permit. 

• Explains the next step(s) in the permitting process. 
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No public comments were received.  
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Ecology has published a document entitled Frequently Asked Questions about Effective Public 
Commenting, available on our website: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0307023.html. You may 
obtain further information from Ecology by telephone, (509) 575-2490, or by writing to the 
address listed below. 

Water Quality Permit Coordinator 
Department of Ecology 
Central Regional Office  
1250 Alder Street 
Union Gap, WA 98903-0009 

 

The primary author of this permit and fact sheet is Matthew Durkee, LHG. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0307023.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0307023.html
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Appendix B — Your Right to Appeal 
You have a right to appeal this permit to the Pollution Control Hearing Board (PCHB) within 30 
days of the date of receipt of the final permit. The appeal process is governed by chapter 
43.21B RCW and chapter 371-08 WAC. “Date of receipt” is defined in RCW 43.21B.001(2) (see 
glossary). 

To appeal you must do the following within 30 days of the date of receipt of this permit: 

• File your appeal and a copy of this permit with the PCHB (see addresses below). 
Filing means actual receipt by the PCHB during regular business hours.  

• Serve a copy of your appeal and this permit on Ecology in paper form - by mail or in 
person. (See addresses below.) E-mail is not accepted. 

You must also comply with other applicable requirements in chapter 43.21B RCW and chapter 
371-08 WAC. 

Table 1 Address and Location Information 

Street Addresses Mailing Addresses 

Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
300 Desmond Drive SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 

Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
PO Box 47608 
Olympia, WA 98504-7608 

Pollution Control Hearings Board  
1111 Israel RD SW 
STE 301 
Tumwater, WA 98501 

Pollution Control Hearings Board 
PO Box 40903 
Olympia, WA 98504-0903 

 

 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=371-08
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B.001
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=371-08
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=371-08
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Appendix C — Port of Sunnyside Request Letter  
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Appendix D — Response to Comments 
Ecology received comments from Darigold on April 12, 2024. Comments on the draft permit 
were received in the formal comment web portal and comments on the draft fact sheet 
addendum were received from Anthony Ashby to Matt Durkee via e-mail. Comments were 
minor in nature and concerned some typos in both the draft permit and fact sheet. 

 

Darigold Draft Permit Comment #1: 
 
There is a correction to be made to "Outfall 003" in the following paragraph: 
S2. Monitoring requirements 
S2.A. Monitoring schedule for discharge to JD 33.4 (Outfall 001) 
The Permittee must monitor Outfall #001 at the in-line sampling point at the control box for the 
Outfall 001 and Outfall 003 (Outfall 003 should be replaced with Outfall 004 which is the Port of 
Sunnyside's Lagoon 4). 
 
Ecology’s response to Comment #1: 
Changed Outfall 003 to Outfall 004, typo was due to an Outfall numbering change that was 
missed in this section during original development of the permit. 
 
Darigold Draft Fact Sheet Comment #1: 

Section 5. Permit Limits and Conditions, NPDES Outfall 001: COD is not in the S2 monitoring 
table (original or new) or SAW. 

Ecology’s response to Comment #1:  

Moved the sentence in question to the next main bulleted section as the documented change 
was for Outfall 002 and not Outfall 001 as presented in the draft fact sheet addendum.  

Darigold Draft Fact Sheet Addendum Comment #2:  
 
Section 5 Permit Limits and Conditions, NPDES Outfall 001: Composite sample is used for 
normal compliance date, grab sample is only used for “total Ammonia exceedances lasting 
more than 30 minutes as shown by continuous monitoring” outfall 001 monitoring schedule 
footnote.  

Ecology’s response to Comment #2: 

Changed the sentence to match the information provided in Darigold’s comment.  
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Darigold Draft Fact Sheet Addendum Comment #3:  
 
Section 5 Permit Limits and Conditions, Outfall 002 and Outfall 004: COD was not on original 
permit. Is on new permit and is lbs/day 
 
Ecology’s response to Comment #3: 

Removed this bulleted sentence per the comment as COD was not in the original permit for 
Outfall 004. 

Darigold Draft Fact Sheet Addendum Comment #4:  
 
Section 5 Permit Limits and Conditions, amending monitoring associated with the industrial 
user contracts: Outfall 002 is supposed to 2/week. It is correct in the monitoring schedule in the 
new permit. 
 
Ecology’s response to Comment #4: 

Changed the bulleted sentence to: 

o Reducing the Outfall 002 Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) monitoring from 
4/week to 2/week. 

o Reducing the Outfall 004 Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) monitoring from 
1/week to 2/month. 

Darigold Draft Fact Sheet Addendum Comment #5:  
 
Section 5 Permit Limits and Conditions, amending monitoring associated with the industrial 
user contracts: I’m not sure what this means (regarding a bulleted incomplete and unfinished 
sentence). 
 
Ecology’s response to Comment #5: 

Removed the bulleted incomplete and unfinished sentence. 
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