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Implementation Plan for Chapter 173 - 333 WAC,  
Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxins 

 

1. Please describe how the Agency intends to implement and enforce the rule.  Please 
include a description of the resources the Agency intends to use. 

The new PBT rule is a procedural rule and will be known as Chapter 173-333 WAC – Persistent 
Bioaccumulative Toxins Regulation.  The rule contains a list of chemicals that are defined as PBTs, 
lays out a process to prioritize and schedule future Chemical Action Plans (CAPs) and establishes 
procedures for developing CAPs.  
 
The PBT Rule sets forth evaluation factors and processes that Ecology will use to determine whether and/or 
when a CAP should be prepared for a particular PBT. Using these evaluation factors, Ecology, in consultation 
with the Department of Health (DOH), will prepare a multiyear schedule for the preparation of CAPs.  

2. Please describe how the Agency intends to inform and educate affected persons 
about the rule. 

Prior to drafting rule language, Ecology created an external rule advisory committee, involving 
business organizations, government agencies, environmental and public health advocates, and other 
community groups to provide input in the development of rule language.  This advisory committee 
met six times between August – December 2004 and again in September 2005 to provide input and 
recommendations to Ecology as draft rule language was being developed.   Details about each PBT 
Rule Advisory Committee meeting and other information related to the development of a PBT Rule 
can be found at: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/eap/pbt/rule/index.html.   
 
Ecology has notified former PBT Rule Advisory committee members and other interested parties 
about the adoption of this rule.   Ongoing updates on Ecology’s PBT Rule web site are expected to 
occur as multiyear schedules and CAPs are being drafted for public review and comment. 
 
Additionally, as this rule is being implemented, Ecology will continue to notify interested parties and 
the general public.  Public involvement opportunities are provided in the development of the multiyear 
schedule (Section 410), and in the development of each CAP (Section 420 and 430) 

3. Please describe how the Agency intends to promote and assist voluntary compliance 
for this rule. 

This rule applies to the Department of Ecology only.  It does not apply to others.  The following rule 
language directs this: 

 
WAC 173-333-120 Applicability.  (1) This chapter applies to the department of ecology 
(ecology).  This chapter does not impose new requirements on persons using or releasing 
PBTs, and it does not create new authorities nor does it constrain existing authorities for 
ecology. 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/eap/pbt/rule/index.html
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Secondly, this rule requires Ecology, as part of the development of each CAP, to follow and complete 
a set of “implementation steps” as described in Section 420 (1) (g).  Implementation step (iv) requires 
Ecology to: 

“…promote, assist, and evaluate the effectiveness of voluntary actions” 
 
In previous CAPs for mercury and PBDEs, Ecology found voluntary compliance actions to be 
effective tools for achieving (phased-in) technology changes and compliance with existing 
regulations.  For future CAPs, Ecology expects to continue to promote voluntary actions as part of the 
CAP’s recommendations and to evaluate the effectiveness of these voluntary actions. 

4. Please describe how the Agency intends to evaluate whether the rule achieves the 
purpose for which it was adopted, including to the maximum extent practicable, the 
use of interim milestones to assess progress and the use of objectively measurable 
outcome. 

The PBT Rule directs Ecology to develop and periodically update a multiyear schedule.  Ecology will 
review and, as appropriate, update the schedule for chemical action plans at least once every three 
years (see Section (410) (6)).  
 
Secondly, a specified in Section (420) (h), each CAP to be developed and implemented by Ecology is 
to identify performance measures and interim milestones to assess progress and the use of objectively 
measurable outcomes, including recommendations for environmental and human health monitoring to 
measure levels of the chemical(s) (in the CAP) over time and whether the goals and purposes of the 
CAP are being achieved. 
 

5. Please describe how the Agency intends to train and inform Ecology staff regarding 
new rule or rule amendment. 

 
The PBT Rule will be implemented by headquarters-based staff and management who are part of the 
agency’s Solid Waste and Financial Assistance Program.  Since PBT chemicals have cross media (air, 
land, and water media) environmental impacts, key staff from Ecology’s Air, Environmental 
Assessment, Hazardous Waste, Solid Waste, Toxics Cleanup, and Water Quality programs have been 
involved in CAP development for two CAPs that have been completed prior to or concurrent with rule 
development.  This multi-program “technical team” effort will continue with the development of 
CAPs in the future. 
 
Additional education of the PBT rule is expected to be provided to agency staff in a series of invited 
presentations at program and section staff meetings during 2006.   

6. Please identify supporting documents that may need to be revised because of the rule 
amendment.  Or Identify new supporting documents that need to be developed 
because of a new rule. 

The document entitled: “Technical Background Information for The Proposed PBT List (October 
2005 draft)” will need to be updated now that the PBT Rule has been filed. 

 


	1. Please describe how the Agency intends to implement and enforce the rule.  Please include a description of the resources the Agency intends to use. 1
	2. Please describe how the Agency intends to inform and educate affected persons about the rule. 1
	3. Please describe how the Agency intends to promote and assist voluntary compliance for this rule. 1
	4. Please describe how the Agency intends to evaluate whether the rule achieves the purpose for which it was adopted, including to the maximum extent practicable, the use of interim milestones to assess progress and the use of objectively measurable outcome. 2
	5. Please describe how the Agency intends to train and inform Ecology staff regarding new rule or rule amendment. 2
	6. Please identify supporting documents that may need to be revised because of the rule amendment.  Or Identify new supporting documents that need to be developed because of a new rule. 2 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings true
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


