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Toxics Cleanup Program                                                                                       April 2013 

Emergency Enforcement Order Available 
for Public Comment 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has issued an 
Emergency Enforcement Order (order) for the F/V (fishing vessels)        
Helena Star and Golden West. The order requires seven Potential Liable 
Parties (PLPs) to raise and remove the vessel Helena Star. Ecology may  
issue an enforcement order for the Golden West in the future. 

Site Background 

In January, the Helena Star sank and began to leak oil.  Ecology and the  
US Coast Guard (USCG) responded to the spill. The USCG hired           
contractors to contain and clean up the spill. The Helena Star is still       
leaking oil into the Hylebos Waterway (see map on page 2).  

When the Helena Star sank, it became entangled with the Golden West.     
At very low tide, the Golden West hits the tide flats. The Golden West is 
now at risk of sinking and releasing oil and other hazardous substances.  

Order Requires Helena Star Removal 

The order requires the PLPs to: 

 Submit to Ecology a workplan to raise and remove the Helena Star from  
the water.  

 Safely move the Golden West out of the way.   

 Provide proof that they have completed the work . 

If the PLPs do not file or carry out an acceptable work plan, Ecology can 
hire contractors to do the work and charge the PLPs.   

Ecology Wants Your Comments  

You are invited to review and comment on the Enforcement Order from 
April 11—May 13, 2013.  Contacts and locations for site documents are 
listed to the right.  Ecology will respond to comments after the comment 
period.  The work may be done concurrently with the comment period. 

 

 
 

Comments Accepted 
April 11—May 13, 2013 

Send Comments and        
Technical Questions to: 
Jim Sachet, Project Coordinator 
Department of Ecology  
SWRO Spills Program 
P.O. Box 47775 
Olympia, WA 98504-7775  
(360) 407–6328 
Jim.Sachet@ecy.wa.gov 

Public Involvement Questions: 
Michael Bergman 
Public Involvement Coordinator 
(360) 407–0067 
Mchael.Bergman@ecy.wa.gov 

DOCUMENT REVIEW LOCATIONS 

Tacoma Public Library 
1102 Tacoma Avenue 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
Phone: (253) 591-5666 

Citizens for a Healthy Bay 
350 Dock St, Suite 213 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
Phone: (253) 383-2429 

WA Department of Ecology 
Southwest Regional Office 
300 Desmond Drive SE                  
Lacey, WA 98503  

By appointment only:  

Contact Susie Baxter,                     
Susie.Baxter@ecy.wa.gov, or  
(360) 407-6365 
 
Ecology’s Cleanup Website 

  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/    
spills/incidents/
FV.HelenaStar.GoldenWest/
FV.HelenaStar&GoldenWest.html 

 

  F/V Helena Star  

The Golden West (left) and Helena Star in the Hylebos Waterway.  
Booms to contain leaking  oil surround the two vessels.  A sheen of oil is 
contaminating the waterway outside of the booms.  

F/V Golden West 

F/V Helena Star 
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        PO Box 47775 

   Olympia, WA 98504-7775 

Please recycle. 

F/V Helena Star 
Pierce County, Washington 
 
Ecology Seeks Public Comment on 
Emergency Enforcement Order  
 

Public Comment Period: 

April 11 through May 13, 2013 

 

If you need this document in a format for the 
visually impaired call the Toxics Cleanup Pro-
gram at (360) 407-6300. 

 
Persons with hearing loss, call 711 for Wash-
ington Relay Service. Persons with a speech 
disability call 877-833-6341. 

Location of  the Helena Star and Golden West (red border) at  the 
head of the Hylebos Waterway in the Tacoma tideflats. 
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