
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 

AND 

THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Regarding the implementation of 

WDFW MOA # 13-1892 

KENNEWICK GENERAL HOSPITAL MITIGATION UNDER GROUNDWATER PERMIT G4-3O584P 

I. PARTIES

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into by and between the DEPARTMENT OF 
ECOLOGY, hereinafter referred to as "ECOLOGY", and the Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, hereinafter referred to as "WDFW," collectively referred to as the "Parties." 

Under chapter 90.90 RCW, Ecology's Office of Columbia River {OCR) is directed to 
aggressively pursue development of new water supplies in the Columbia Basin for both 

instream and out-of-stream uses. WDFW responsibilities are to preserve, protect, 
perpetuate, and manage fish and wildlife resources under the authority of RCW 77.04.012. 

II. PURPOSE

This Agreement outlines the mutual understanding between the Parties to effectuate 
issuance of a new water right permit to Kennewick General Hospital {KGH) in the am_ount of 

(000 acre-feet per year as detailed below. This Memorandum of Agreement (Agreement) 
outlines the mutual agreement of the Parties as to the mitigation for that water right, and 
represents a commitment by the parties to implement the actions under this Agreement. 

Ill. THE WATER RIGHT 

The KGH application G4-30584 requests Ecology to approve a permit for a new 
appropriation of 4,000 acre-feet per year (7,990 gallons per minute) of groundwater in 

continuity with the mainstem Columbia River from March 1 through October 31 annually to 

provide irrigation to 2,780 acres in east Benton County owned by KGH. The well field is 
located in the E ½, Section 20, Township 7 North, Range 31 E.W.M. The place of use is 
located in east Benton County. If the permit application is approved, the annual quantity 
allocated to KGH would be a portion of the amount reserved by the adoption of the John 
Day/McNary Reservation under WAC 173-531A-040. The priority date for application 
G4-30584 under the reservation is June 24, 1980. 

The request for 4,000 acre-feet per year for the irrigation of up to 2,780 acres equates to an 
average water duty of 1.44 acre-feet per acre. This quantity is lower than would normally 
be associated with most row, cover, and orchard crops. However, implementation of 

careful and efficient irrigation water management, seasonal cropping patterns (including 

non-irrigated or fallowed acreage and short season crops), and low water duty crops such as 
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